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PREFACE. 



The Author, in committing the following pages to 
the press, stands in need of the reader's indulgence : 
while the date of his calamity is still so recent, his 
mind can scarcely be supposed to have recovered 
its tone ; in his bosom tranquillity has not yet 
regained its seat. 

His first intention was' simply to publish the 
testimony borne to the deceased, by the preacher, 
and which now appears at the close of the narrative. 
Some recollections of the last twenty-four hours 
of her illness, which could only be sparingly intro- 
duced in the Sermon, were deemed of sufficient 
interest to the family and friends, to combine with, 
and form a sequel to, that publication. And to 
these succeeded, what now appears most prominent 
in the title-page — the Memoir, i This has been 
written amidst increasing occupation and multi- 
plied interruptions, at brief intervals ; often in J 
unavoidable haste, and as fragments of time could 
be gathered up for the purpose. To disarm criti- 
cism, all the writer offers is, that at a moment when 
disguise was impossible, and upon a subject where 

^ To the present edition are appended copious extracts 
from the correspondence of the deceased. 
B 
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fiction would have been insufferable, the whole 
expresses what be knows to be the truth. Under 
feelings powerfully excited as bis have been, in his 
attempt to pourtray a character, by a thousand 
tender ties and touching sympathies presented to 
his mind's eye, at such a period, in the fairest point 
of view ; he has not lost sight of the danger, to 
which he was liable, of over-drawing. 

Cafmer, however, and deeper consideratioD^ 
serves only to strengthen his conviction, that in his 
estimate of departed worth, he has rather under^ 
than over-rated its value. Had his calcula^on run 
higher, the evidence daily accumulating, warranta- 
his assertion, that truth need not have blushed in 
adjusting the balance. Should it still be objected^ 
that the shades inseporable from a genuine picture, 
are not sufficiently marked ; let the writer's situa- 
tion, smarting under tiie anguish of the separating 
stroke, and forcibly reminded of its severity, be 
weighed. He hud} just seen her sun set-r-^unob*^ 
scured by shadows, and. with an almost meridian, 
splendor. Let it also be added, that with.Ais con->. 
currence, and by hi& 4^ re, and in the spirit of the 
stiictest fidelity, the preacher kindly under4took 
this, the less gentle, though indispensable part, of- 
the performance ; what therefore the reader may 
deem wanting^ to atteiMt the genuineness of the por*. 
trait, in the Memoir^ he will probably discovi^ in 
the Sermon. There, at leasts the indisputable. fiiot 
of the blemish, from which no.human being is.free^ 
has been assumed and asserted ; and her life, like 
that of the meanest chri^tism». correctly described^ 
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Ill 

a^an ineessant struggle for viotofy, with die infir- 
mities and sins of a &llen nature ; and in reliance 
upon divine grace, and in the use of all its pre- 
scribed means, as the patient persevering pursuit 
of heaven, and its concomitant, holiness, without 
which^ even heaven would be nnblest. 

For ever,, on the one hand^ may the writer escape 
ihe just charee of ascribing to the creature, what 
belongs only to the Creator ; of exalting the reci- 
pient at the expense of the most bountiful Donor : 
be trusts, that in the graees which adorned his com- 
panion, he failed not to acknowledge the mercy of 
€lod to her ; and, in the assistance and co-opera- 
tion which he derived from those graces, a portion 
of the same mercy to himself. For ever, on the 
other also, may he reject such an interpretation of 
gospel promises as Would, by trenching upon 
human responsibility, relax the obligation of obser- 
▼ii^ evangelical precepts ; or wrest, as a plea for 
idbth, the natural imbecility common to aild inhe- 
rent in all. For ever also, be the distinction re- 
membered and retained, between^ the < dutiful 
necessity' and the' < meritorious > dignity' of doing 
well; and let the first be as strenuously maintained, 
as the last constantly and utterly renounced: — ^^the 
same grace both justifies freely, and disposes and 
stnsngfthens for obedience. 

Among the grounds of consolation sought out 
for himself, in his season of retirement, by solitary 
reiiectioa, or suggested by the kind promptitude 

' See Hooker's Discourse on Justification. Sect:?'. 
B 2 
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of friendship, those have proved the most availin^^ 
and satisfactory to the writer, by which he has been 
directed, when all the streams were dry, to the 
inexhaustible and overflowing fountain still open, 
and open for him. 

The least that gratitude exacts of those who- 
have received a kindness, is to acknowledge and 
record the debt : — Will the many sympathizing 
friends, who have assisted with their counsels and 
prayers a suffering brother, accept thifi acknowledg- 
ment, in lieu of an impossible payment ? It has, 
however occurred, that the debt may be more per- 
manently recorded, and with advantage to many, 
by a more extensive diffusion of those christian 
sentiments, which, though originally designed for 
himself, may, he thinks, be important to others, 
fellow -scholars with himself, in tlie same school of 
affliction. Thus his private sorrow may even be- 
come a public benefit ; and while several appro^ 
priate allusions to the object of his own regret, will 
comport with the design, and establish the veracity 
of his Memoir, other mourners, bereaved as he has 
been, and under circumstances probably corres- 
ponding with his own, will thus be put in posses- 
sion of a small treasury of rich and substantial 
consolation. 

He persuades himself that while, without dis-. 
closing any correspondent's name, he most willingly 
makes himself responsible for the sentiments ex- 
pressed ; in the liberty which he thus takes, nei- 
ther confidence will be violated, nor delicacy 
wounded. 
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Let the following extracts therefore, a few out 
of a larger portion, which might have been selected 
-from the correspondence of his friends, close this 
already lengthened preface. 



*' What a variety of lively feelings have 

crowded into my mind on hearing of your sad be- 
reavement. I need not repeat many of them, but 
one regards the conclusion to our glorified sister's 
history and course : in thought I have followed her 
in the uniform consistency of that course, and then 
I seem to lose the poignancy of regret, in the hearty 
thanks, which cannot but break out for her fellow- 
ship in the gospel even until now ; and her blessed 
escape from the miseries of this sinful world, into 
the rest of heaven. 

*« Calm and compose your feelings under the view 
of her faithfulness unto death. What a privilege 
thus to have been kept, thus to have maintained 
her integrity, and then to die ! Sins, negligences, 
and ignorances, there would doubtless be ; and I 
know that our dear sister would go down to the 
grave, relying only on the merits of her Saviour, 
but the steady consistency of her walk was indeed 
remarkable, and a distinguished privilege. Re- 
member that your best friend and her's is still with 
you. Be assured that many blessings are in this 
afflicting stroke ; to lie like clay in the hands of the 
potter — this is our business : may the Lord make it 
more our pleasure." 
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11. 

*^~-« Your most sudden iind heantKrending be- 
reavement has deeply affected me ; it is the Lood, 
and that alone quiets and satisfies ; he shews us 
what our life is, that we may reckon only for eter- 
nity. As to Henrietta, there is room for nothing 
but joy and thwikfulness ; she has reached the 
haven"--48 blessed with her Saviour — and her dead 
body shalil b« raised up by his power to glorify him 
for ever. The dead in the Lord are the truly happy ; 
but for you my heart bleeds, yet be not too mu<:^ 
cast down ; at times like these, must be s<hown the' 
power and efficacy of those principles, which for so 
inany years you have been proclaiming to others, 
and how infinitely the hope of the Christian exceeds 
all the vain confidences of the world. Be assured 
of this,* the Lord is good, and let him be your strong 
hold in this your day of trouble. 

" There is one prompt thought in the absence of 
many, and more explicit alleviations, with respect to 
dear connections who are removed, — that they are 
for ever delivered from what the survivor feels." 

III. 
-w« — -" Your affliction is one of the«orest to which 



our hearts can be exposed ; you know that I am a 
fellow-sufferer with you, and though I have passed 
through the d«ep waters before you, yet in truth 



' Nahum i. 7. 
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one only source of coneoltitidti reiti&ki^," ** I was 
dumb «nd op^ed not niy mouth, Ice.*' ' O kee^ 
to that ': your Lord's will is dedared ; labor for a 
^obmissive will, " It is thy doing ;'* wise, thereforfe 
holy, just, and (what is more) profitable, a work 
of lore to you, if only y<m are enabled to follow in 
the dark, till the Friend of sinners tbakes his pur- 
poses plain. Endeavour for the present to suppress 
regrets ; your mind and best affections have been 
dislocated: rest, as far as possible^ absohite rest is 
requisite. 

** May the €rod of all grace enable you ; may yout 
Ikith be strengthened mightily to see the hand of 
mercy, behind the threatening cloud, directing it, 
till the refreshing shower distils upon your soul." 



IV. 



— " How differently does our heavenly Father 
deal with his children ; and yet I have no doubt 
that at the last, when they all meet in the kingdom 
of glory, each will say to the other in an amaze- 
ment of grateful love, «« How wisely and how ten- 
derly did our Father deal with me .•" what we know 
not now, we shall know then. I have often thought, 
(and this mournful occasion has revived the thought) 
what nn accession of delightful interest is occasioned 
among the spirits of the just made perfect, by the 
admission of one more from this world of suffering, 
and to whom that one has been known on earth. 
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Vlll 

.Under the sad consciousness of being left alone in a 
world of cares and sorrows, may you have the strong 
conviction that the ever-living God is your father 
and your friend : it is not you alone, nor your chil- 
dren and friends, who have sustained a severe loss : 
the Church of Christ has suffered loss, and I naourn 
for your beloved wife on that account ; and now 
farewell ! You are bereaved indeed, but all these 
things are not against you : may your God give 
you strength and consolation according to your 
day ! May you find, that although this affliction 
seems for a time grievous, yet that it will yield pre- 
cious fruit : and may you be enabled the better to 
realize, and appreciate the value of an interest in 
Him who is indeed ready to bind up the broken- 
hearted, and truly the God of all comfort and 
consolation ! " 



-*« Great indeed has been your bereavement. 



■but perhaps its very magnitude leads to a degree of 
consolation that would not have presented itself 
under a lighter calamity. It is no little honor to 
be called and admitted to a nearer approximation 
than others of his followers, to Him^ who was made 
perfect through sufferings. ^ It is no mean distinc- 
tion to be invited to make such a surrender, and to 
have such a surrender to make." 

1 Hebrews ii. 10. 
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IX 



VL 



" May we not regard our severest bereave- 
ments as the finishing stroke to render our souls 
more intimately attached to the Saviour ? 

<< Doubtless, all the dispensations of God are mer- 
cifully directed to wean our hearts from the world, 
and irrevocably bind them to himself, till we find 
him alone our joy and peace. In your loss I cannot 
but feel as if I had lost a mother. How do such 
loses inspire a longing desire for that place where 
we may expect a re- union ! * And yet is it not a 
want of due appreciation of the Saviour, to think 
more of being with those we knew on earth, than' 
with him ? And should not the beholding him in 
glory, who has always been nearer to us than even a 
wife, who has so long borne with our sinfulness, has 
so long pitied us, tried us, succoured us, blessed 
us« be our soul's predominant desire ? I would 
constantly remember you before a throne of grace ; 
and may your sorrows and tears be soon turned into 
joy and peace ! " 



^ The design of this, and a similar observation in the follow- 
ing extract, is by no means to discourage the hope of re-union 
in a future state : but to guard against a mistaken and perhaps 
prevalent view of it. The closer the approximation of Chris- 
tian friends to each other on earth in faith and holiness — ^in 
love to the Saviour and conformity to his example — ^the truer 
is the pledge both of their re-union, and when re-united, 
of their happiness. 
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** And art thou passing through the deep 

waters ? Well : they shall not overflow thee ; the 
Lord will be with thee. — I know the heart of a 
widowed mourner^ and can sympathize with you as 
with a brother^ 

'' It is the Lord ! who doetb all things well ; when 
harassed and tempted, realize bis hand. Indulge 



* In revising these pages, the author is here reminded of 
another chasm in the list of his heloved friends. The writer 
of the above extract (VII.) — for why should his name 
be now concealed f^^was the Rev. J. Gatberm of Kirkby 
Lonsdale, formerly Fellow of Jeaua CoUcige, Candtiridgct; hmr 
self a widower, and who> a few years ago, had sujstaiAod a 
loss very much resembling that in which he here so affection- 
ately sympathized. His own death was awfully sudden, and 
occurred the 10th March, 1831 — his birth-day. Accompanied 
by an aged rdative, he had taken an airing; and cailed^ upon a 
friend at a short distance: he had scarcely left Us friend's 
hou8e> when be wa^ conveyed back to it uweonihle; aii4 
within an hour, not having uttered one word» was a corpse. 
In the midst of a sermon designed to be preached on the en- 
suing Sunday, the last unfinished sentence was — " have you 
submitted cheerfully to God in all his dispensations ? '* — only 
anticipating the event which, within a few short hours, rendered 
this> the most proper of all inquiries for his surviving relatives 
and friends, under a bereavement, by its surprising suddemiesa 
peculiarly calculated to put their cheerful submission to. a 
severe test.-^He laid down his pen-^and his work, before be 
was nware, was done : — having long *' walked with God, 
was not, for God took him." He was a man of steriing piety 
a consistent unpretendjoig ChristiaOy and the author's very 
earliest friend. 
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not in vain rensonitigs; bat look constantly to the 
hand that tik>k his child away* A loving Fiither 
has remoTed yoof beloVed ^ife from a world of 
sorrow Ito a kingdom of glory* The Lord, whom 
you love» has done it, and blessed be his name. 

^ I would have you guard against contemplating 
too intensely a re-union. To see the Lord as he is, 
and to be like him, must be the great object of 
desire. If the Lord will admit of n6 rival on earth, 
neither must we allow any to rival him in our af- 
fection in heaven. There the relationslnp must be 
entirely of a spiritual nuturC) and if a difference 
shall exist in the amoiitit of oar regard for one 
more than another, it will vary« probably, in pro- 
portion to their likeness to the Lord^ 

" Try to look simply to the Lord who will under* 
take for you, and afflicts you for your profit. You 
would not, I know, entertain the wish to have 
your earthly treasure back again from the presence 
of her Lord, to carry about a body of death.*— She 
has done with suffering ; that, you say, is well ;*-- 
and if the Lord wills you, for the present, to suffer, 
is not that well also ? 

*< As ministers, our trials may be necessary, that 
we may be examples of patient resignation, and 
better prepared to sympathize with, and console, 
those committed to our charge. It is a difficult 
things to carry a full cup of prosperity with an even 



* ** How few are there that can carry a full cup even 1 — 
that can bear preferment without pride, riches without covet- 
ousness, and ease without wantonness." — Abp» Leighton. 
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XII 

hand ; and when once we arrive at home, we shall 
not complain of the way in which we have been led 
thither : rather shall we not confess : 

'* Amongst my list of blessings infinite 

Stands this the foremost, that my heart has bled." ' 



VIII. 

** The duties which you are now called to 

perform are truly arduous. — May you be assisted 
to honor God in the discharge of them, and expe- 
perieuce the fulfilment of his gracious promise, " As 
thy days thy strength shall be." Deut. xxxiii. 25. 
*< If clouds and darkness are round about him ; 
righteousness and judgment are the habitation of 
his throne." — In the assurance that "to die is gain ; " 
and " to depart and be with Christ far better," is 
contained the best consolation that can be offered 
under so sorrowful an event: yon can apply these 
passages with perfect satisfaction, and what more 
can be desired ? 

The soul that dwells whdre Jesus is, 
Must be for ever blest. 

May that God who comforts them that are cast 
down, put underneath you his own everlasting 
arms ! may you be enabled to resume your min- 
isterial labours with increased pleasure and success, 
and have great comfort in seeing all your beloved 
children walking in the truth." 

1 Night ThoughU. IX. 
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IX. 

" It has pleased God that yoa should have 

painful experience of this truth, that '< through 
much tribulation we must enter the kingdom." ^ 
How little, alas ! are we prepared for the stroke 
that wounds the deepest ; and how desolating 
would be its effect, did we not remember whose 
hand inflicts it. But we know beyond a doubt, 
that all things are appointed by a Friend of in6nite 
wisdom and goodness, and though we must needs 
weep, yet may we leave ourselves in his hands with 
unabated trust and submission to his will ; being 
convinced, that his counsels of goodness, and pur- 
poses of grace and mercy, are the causes of th^ 
very sorrows which now appear overwhelming. For 
that beloved and most excellent person who has 
been removed, we need not mourn, since we are 
permitted to believe with more than ordinary asr 
su ranee of hope, that she sleeps in Jesus, and is 
infinitely benefited by her removal ; and with 
respect to the survivors, may there not be some 
unspeakably great iavor designed by, and through 
an event which now fills their eyes with tears ; per- 
haps, to unite their hearts more closely than ever, 
to their God and Saviour ; or may it not be made 
instrumental, through the operation of the Spirit 
of God, in settling their purpose to seek a portion 
in those abodes of blessedness, to which, one, whose 
memory will ever be so dear to their hearts, is gone 
before ? 

» Acts xiv. 22. 
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** May €rod afford you his own peace and consola- 
tion, and enable you to go on your way rejoicing 
still in him ; until through his mercies in Christ 
JesoSy you arrive at the haren where you would be, 
and where all the children of Grod shall meet to 
dwell together in uninterrupted happiness.*' 



■ " ■*< One subject of consolation and gratitude 
seems to strike me, that your dear wife was pi^^^- 
serred to you for almost eighteen years ; and whdt 
important years to yourself, your parish, and your 
children! Though she is gone, her invaluable 
plans, and the fruits of her extraordinary skill and 
diligence will long remain, and the almost innu- 
merable prayers which in the course of those years 
she offered up, are still registered on high, and will 
assuredly return in blessings. Again, what a mercy 
it is, that she was spared, till the youngest of her 
children wa» old enough to remember her, and, in 
some degree, to profit by her instructions ; and 
to retain a sweet recollection of their mother through 
all their future years ; and it will be such a recol- 
lection as cannot fail to have a salutary influence 
upon t^em, hanging as a sort of clog upon the 
wheels of evil, and adding an additional spur to 
every good desire. 

" But, perhaps, the severest part of your trial is, 
that these little children will now be called to passr 
through all the dangerous snares of youth, and to 
enter into life, without a mother's care ; in reply. 
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XV 

I woold Miggest that the most exoellenrt hvniaii 
beiags are at the beat, but highly-polished inatnii* 
raents in the hands of God. He can, and does 
make use of them, and wheii they hare finished 
their appointed task, he can, and does cairry on his 
work within them.-— And was not the object of yoar 
deep regret, left an orphan upon tht« wide world, 
whai she was very young, without father or motbev ? 
But this very circumstance was in all probability 
one mean through the over-ruling providence of 
God, of calling forth the energies of her mind ; so 
that at a very early period of y oath, she was capable 
of thinking and acting for herself. I do not 
mention this with the view of setting lightly by 
such an heart-rending lossy but only to remind 
you, that He is all-sufficient even here ; and after 
all, how short the time is ! Before we can have 
had time to shed many tears for our departed 
friends, surviving friends will shed tears over us. 
Think that your wife has now left you to fulfil her 
important duty, and for her sake, make a vigorous 
effort to perform it'* 

XI. 
**^ Your affliction is one which nature cannot 



endure without the most poignant anguish; but on 
this subject is it not more becoming and useful to 
direct our thoughts to those hopes, with which re- 
ligion consoles, cheers, and elevates the heart ? Our 
times are with the Lord ; and the number of our 
months we cannot pass ; and when the purposes of his 
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providence are accomplished in and by his faithful 
servants, then he receives them into those happy 
mansions where there is fulness of joy* This is the 
destiny appointed for them, and the glorious career 
they begin, and continue, in those regions beyond 
the grave : and this I have the deepest and fullest 
assurance is the case with our dear lamented friend. 
Happy change ! where death is swallowed up in 
victory. With the eye of faith contemplate her 
glorified condition ; view her exulting with glad- 
ness before the throne of God ; occupied in those 
praises, which here were her theme and delight, and 
participating in every joyful emotion which can 
impart satisfaction to the soul. Yes ! she has 
reached the city, and has gained the crown through 
Him that loved her, and gave Himself for us — her 
triumph is complete. Let us not mourn for her, 
but for ourselves, still travellers in a vale of tears. 
We might indeed be ready to say, < Oh that it were 
as in months past, when she was still with us.' But 
is it too soon to have exchanged the troubles of the 
world for the felicities of heaven ? With regard to 
ourselves, when we consider that the rod is grasped 
by a Father's hand, let us be perfectly resigned^ 
convinced that nothing befals us without that 
Father's providential interference ; with regard to 
her, called to be with Christ and to behold his glory 
which is far better, have we not reason to rejoice, 
even though for the present that joy cannot but 
be mingled with grief ? " 
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XIL 



<< If it be any comfort (as doubtleee it may 

be) to remember that if one member suffer ail the 
. members suffer with it, that consolation has been 
clearly vouchsafed in the many expressions of 
christian sympathy which has been breathed out 
upon this bereavement; and when you rise yet 
higher, to think of the sympathy of our glorious 
head, Isa. Ixiii. 9* Heb. iv. 13. here is soothing 
consoling tenderness to heal the wounds of the 
.bleeding heart. It was he that inflicted the stroke 
whose love bore him to the cross for our sins ; who 
having loved his own that are in the world, loveth 
them unto the end, and whose dispensations of 
chastening are expressly exhibited as the proofs of 
the faithfulness of this love. Heb. xii. 6. Rev. iii. 
19* And now what can I wish for you better than 
all the world of comfort that is treasured up in the 
short sentence, *^ The Lord reigneth." He reigneth 
over all that concerns you; over your late trial, 
(to make it work eventually for your good,) your 
many remaining comforts, your children, your 
parish, your do^lj occupations, your spiritual 
engagements, your heavenly prospects. He reigneth 
over them all, as a God of covenant faithfulness 
engaged by his own promise to glorify himself and 
sanctify you in and by them all. It must therefore 
be well with you, however severe the chastisement 
may be, and though the first utterance of the fore- 
boding heart might have been — *< Father, save me 
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from this hour;" yet I doubt not the shrinking 
of flesh and blood has (as in the case of our divine 
Master) yielded to the holy, implicit, cheerful 
Tesignation of faith-^" Father, glorify thy name 1 " 
I caanot but look for a peculiar blefssing upon 
yom* ministry from this deeply afflictive bereave- 
aent. Why should you not turn to your people 
with the holy confideaoe of Paul, and tell them, 
*< Whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation 
and salvation f *' Now you can take your chair by 
the oiooriier's side, and ** comfort, with tlie sanie 
comfort wliercrwith you yourself are comforted of 
Cod." Now you have the opportunity of ex- 
hibitii^ the best (because the living) iHustfation 
of all your exhortations to simple dependence on 
the promises-^the palpable view of the privileges 
of faith, and of the divine realities of the support 
of the Gospel. Now you can show your flock that 
in setting forth the fulness of the promises, you are 
not dealing in unfelt truths ; you have not followed 
cunningly-devised fables. What an encouragemeat 
to the faith of the wavering — what excitement to 
the indolent and slumbering — what conviction to 
the worldling and gainsayer ! I doubt not but by 
the grace of God sustaining you, you would be 
willing to endure all things, if it w^re but the 
means of awakening, convincing, encouraging, one 
soul to cone to the Saviour, or to cleave to hiin 
with a more full purpose of heart. 2 Tim. ii. 10. 
£ph« iii« 13." 
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XIII. 

*< Knowing something of the real vfrlae of the 
treasure taken from you, I do feeltngly »ympathi2e 
with you. But O lAie exceeding and cternirt -weight 
of glory, that aiow Teirts on that belored one •! 

** Who would wish to recal her back to on «ind 
sorrow ? Alas ! our rebellious hearts too often 
«ay, • Give me tfeis,' or « Spare me that/ 
Allow me to declare that ever since your union 
took place, I have considered you as highly favor>- 
ed of the Lord. I had the privilege in 1810, of 
seeing the beautiful plant in its vigor; in the time 
o^f the first ripe fruit: nor do I forget the deep 
humility, the sweet simplicity, the fervent piety, 
and ardent zeal for the glory of God, which I then 
witnessed. While I unite with you in praising the 
Lord for sparing so long her valuable life, I do most 
deeply lament my own loss of one whose afiection 
and friendship, and above all whose prayers I have 
liad the benefit of for the last twenty years. 

** Yet who can tell what real good may be pro- 
duced in your parish by this mournful event ! 
Perhaps some careless hearer of the divine word 
may be alarmed, and some slumbering virgin roused 
to trim her lamp* And what devout Christian in 
your flock will not long to follow her whom you 
lament, as she followed Christ, and to be found as 
she was, witk her Imas girt and her light burnings 
and like her, waiting for the coming of her Lord* 

** The poor of Aeton liave indeed lost a mother. 
May yott still go forth in the Spifit*s might, to 
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your work and labor in the Lord's vineyard, and 
may He who has promised that his word shall not 
return to him void, give you to see his pleasure 
prospering in your hand ! 

<< And O that by this solemn call of providence, I 
may be moved to greater diligence in my heavenly 
calling, and hear the sound of my master^s feet 
behind me ! 

«* Her death ! — my own at hand. May her remo* 
val from earth be my attraction heavenward, and 
.may yon be enriched with every needful gift and 
grace of the Holy Spirit to glorify God, even in 
this tribulation : and to comfort others in affliction 
with the comfort wherewith you yourself are com- 
forted of God." 

XIV. 

<< Although I was in some measure prepared for 
the melancholy tidings of your grievous loss ; yet 
its announcement hat exceedingly affected, and 
almost overcome me. As to this sudden solemn 
dispensation, I can only say, I trust you were 
prepared, and are enabled to say « Thy will be 
done." 

" For you, particularly, and on this mournful 
occasion, I feel in such wise, that I seem to con- 
sider myself precisely in your circumstances ; and 
as if ready to appropriate your calamity, and call 
it my own : " Bear ye one another's burdens, and 
so fulfil the law of love, the law of Christ :" « In 
all their affliction he was afflicted." I do not forget 
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t6 supplicate that He who is rich in mercy, and 
mighty to save, would strengthen and support, 
fortify and enable you, for whatever you may be 
called to do, or endure, — that he would pour the 
balm of divine consolation into your wounded 
spirit, would suitably and seasonably fill the aching 
void, which death has occasioned in your heart, and 
abundantly compensate the comforts of which he 
has seen lit to deprive you, by the richest commu- 
nications of his grace and Spirit. 

*' Your sermon for your late respected neighbour, 
as it has proved in a sense, a sermon for your dear 
deceased wife ; so has it proved also a sermon for 
yourself. " The cup which my Father hath given 
me, shall I not drink it ?" May you through divine 
assistance illustrate the doctrine and precepts of the 
Minister, by the actual and evident improvement of 
both in the practical deportment of the Christian.** 

XV. 

*^ Excuse me for opening a wound, to which I 
trust Heaven and time have applied the healing 
balm : but gratitude and affection forbid me to 
remain silent. 

** No one more keenly than myself can sympathize 
in the affliction which has befallen you, since the 
object of our mutual feeling was* endeared to me, 
not less by the admiration of her character, than 
by the friendship and kindness with which she 
honored me. 

<' Never was the beauty of holiness clothed in a 
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more attractive garb, than that id which it appeared 
in our lamented fnend on earth. And amid the 
cares and pains with which my own short career has 
been intermiQgled, I know no earthly excitementy 
which has urged me more to pursue the path of 
rectitude, than fixing my eye on that loved spot 
where all the anxieties of life seemed to be relieved 
by the hope of deserving the friaulship. which I 
had dared to think was entertained for me by one, 
whose every action and feeling tended to allure 
to virtue the unpractised mind : and what stron- 
ger consolation can be offered to her remaining 
friends and relatives, than the knowledge titat the 
fruits of her example and influence are still vividly 
in exercise even in this world, m the many- (once 
inmates of her house,) who have been attracted to 
the exercise of virtue by her instructive example.'* 

XVI. 

<* The announcement of your affliction has not, 
believe me, been addressed to a heart irresponsive 
to your grief. Be assured that the grateful feelings 
of one strongly- attached to her whom you mourn, 
are mingled with yours. Yet think how blessed the 
ease is of those who " die in the Lord," whether we 
consider their own immortal state, or the comfort of 
the survivors. Think too what a blessed hope 
and example she has bequeathed to her bereaved 
fhraily 1 " 
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** Tbis moioeBt I beard of your loss. — I was 
anxious to writes but as one stunned by the sudden- 
ness of the stroke, I felt literally, as Job' s> friends, 
that J cQuld only sit in silence and weep for you. 
And yet we are not without comfort : < She is not 
lost) but gone before,' and were you to remain till 
the Lord appears ; blessed and glorious truth, her 
whom we mourn. He will bring with him. To the 
be.i:eaved and afflicted in Jesus, what an overflowing 
source of consolation is the blessed gospel ! Con- 
trast your case with that of one» moujmuigi over the 
wife of his hospm, who has died without hope. 

<< You have parted only for a little season : youir 
dear wife is gone to behold in his beauty, the King, 
whom her soul Wed ; and you shall soon, receive 
^he summons to join her before the throne, in the 
hallelujahs, and hosannas of the blessed : I must 
not say << Weep not," tears nature demands, they 
are not forbidden, fbr Jesus, wept; and we are 
exhorted to weep with, them that weep ; but O let 
joy and gjadness mingle with yourtearsk And may 
the great Comforter himself walk with you in thi» 
furnace; may he sanctify to you this great 
trial. Farewell!" 

XVIII. 

" I have beep exceedingly grieved by hearing 
of your severe loss. May the best support be 
your'^ — the aupport of those exceeding great and 
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precious promises, which assure you " that life, 
or death, things present, or things to come, all are 
your's." With regard to her who has passed from 
us, we can have no doubt she hasi realized the 
immense gain. May it be our endeavour to follow 
her, and may the edifying, healing influences of the 
Spirit rest on you and yours !" 

XIX. 

•< What shall I say ? Will it alleviate your 
affliction, to know that I am grieved deeply ? — 
indeed I am, to the very heart. I know that 
this source of comfort is opened to you in the 
unfeigned sympathy of many a Christian friend ; 
but I feel sensibly that if you were confined to 
this, you might say, " Miserable comforters are ye 
all." May the Lord comfort you ! May He who 
has stricken, bind up your wounds. May the 
strong Rock be your support under your heavy 
burden, and may you be enabled to submit to what 
it has pleased the Lord to lay upon you. It is for 
yourself, your children, your flock, we ought to 
feel ; not for her who by your loss is an infinite 
gainer. Sorrow not then, without hope, for one 
who has died in the Lord." 

XX. 

*« I cannot forbear assuring you of the deep 
concern and sympathy,* with which I heard of the 
heavy affliction which you have been called to 
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undo^ ; but I ought . to assure you too, that the 
feeling which occurred immediately after the pain 
excited by the first intelligence of the event, was 
one of thankfulness ; — that you well knew where to 
fly for the most consoling sympathy, and that you 
had not so learned Christ as to be at a loss, where 
to seek for grace and strength equal to all your 
need. 

<^ May you increasingly experience that the 
« riches" of that liberality which is laid up for 
you, are more than commensurate to the depth of 
your necessities ; and may your faith, so tried, be 
found more and more to the praise and glory 
of God!" 

XXL 

<< Our acquaintance is so recent, that some 
apology seems necessary for this intrusion upon 
your sorrow, but the truly Christian consideration 
and kindness ; and the active exertions of her, who 
is thus early and unexpectedly called to her reward, 
have had the effect usually produced by long 
intimacy, of deeply interesting me for you and 
your's under your present heavy trial. 
. ** Your departed saint appeared to us more in 
the light of a sister, than an acquaintance ; and the 
account of her danger, and subsequent removal 
from this uncertain world, affected us nearly as 
much, as if she had been united to us by a similar 
itie. 

** I am persuaded that you seek and derive sup- 
c 
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port froQi the only true fountain, und that the 
measure of it» which yon experience^ k answerable 
to the pressure that is upon you. 

^< May we all make a due use and improvement 
of these visitations of our God ! May we daily feel 
more and more, that we are strangers and pilgrims 
upon the earth ; that here we have no continuing 
city, and may we the more earnestly seek the^ne 
which has foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God I" 

XXIL 

" Having very early lost her who should have been 
the fosterer and guide of my youth, — I am the 
more afflicted by the removal of one, whom, ever 
since I knew her, I had been accustomed to consider 
in the light of a second mother ; and indeed, her's, 
I think, did not fall short of a mother's kindness. 
And now her anxieties for me, and all her little 
attentions recur to my mind with the sad thought, 
that I can never requite them as I had hoped to 
have done hereafter. 

<< I have thought of you all, and sadly too, very 
often, and I bear you constantly in my petitions 
to Him who is ** the Comforter*' of the cast down. 
May those precious promises, of which we have so 
often s-poken, which have so often been the subject 
of our united prayers, be your refuge ! He who 
gave them will be your shield and buckler amidst 
the storm of distress which beats upon you : << with 
great mercies he will gather you." 
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^ Siich a stroke shews the precariousness of all 
earthly comforts, and should excite a more intense 
longiag for a membership in l^t family, into which 
no breach enters. 

<< May you feel the divine presence with you 
and around you, and realize the assurance that 
there is a Saviour who has conquered hell, and in 
that, all that is death : the pangs and terrors of, 
and sorrows consequent upon it. Do take comfort 
in communion with him, and may he be your 
consolation and guide ! ** 

XXIII. 

Under the severe trial through which an alUwise 
and all-gracious Providence has led you, I have 
felt for you most sincerely and affectionately ; yet 
doubt not, but this painful separation from one so 
dear and apparently indispensable to you, and so 
much loved and highly esteemed by us — will be 
found in the end to have been directed by infinite 
wisdom and mercy. 

And with respect to your children, bereaved of 
one so eminently qualified to fulfil the best duties 
of a mother, my own experience enables me to say, 
how amply I have seen even such a privation as 
that, supplied by the various means employed by 
him who is the Giver of all good : whilst for the 
object of your tenderest regret, you cannot bat 
have one delightful feeling, that the change for her 
was "far better." 
^ I know not how to speak of your irreparable 
c 2 
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loss. Human frailty cannot at onoe submit itt a 
spirit of perfect resignaticm, or attain the firmness 
without which other duties that remain cannot be 
performed. But she is happy, and you ought not 
to be without consolation. May the reliance which 
fails not in the greatest need, enable you to bear 
your affliction, and restore you to tranquillity. 

XXIV. 

Deeply and nncerely have I sympathized with 
you, in the severe affliction with which it has 
pleased the Almighty to visit you ; and I cannot 
refrain from expressing my anxious and most af- 
fectionate wishes, that you may find yourself sup- 
ported and strengthened in this your fiery trial : 
and that though your greatest earthly blessing has 
been removed, you can yet say, like the Shunamite, 
** It is well." From the bottom of my heart 1 
condole with you ; but remember << the Lord doth 
not willingly grieve his children." It was He who 
gave, and it is He who has taken away ; and shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right ? It is 
only when viewed in this light that I can conceive 
of your being able to bear up under the blow. 
But then what an unspeakable happiness, to feel 
that she, from whom for a time you are parted, 
was one of those happy few, who had been washed, 
Justified, and sanctified, by her Saviour's blood 
and Spirit; and whose beautiful consistency of 
walk and life, evidenced to all who had the privi- 
lege of her acquaintance, that she belonged to his 
family ! ^ - , 
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- ** Though sympathy, at a distance from the scene 
of trial, and with few opportunities of meeting, is 
not easily felt, yet mine was really unfeigned, both 
on account of the very high opinion I always en- 
tertained of the departed, and of the view which I 
have been accustomed to take of her, as the model 
of a mother, a mistress, and a minister's wife; She 
appeared to me to combine a glowing zeal with 
matured judgment and persevering activity ; ex- 
cellences not rare perhaps apart, but by no means 
common in one and the same person. 1 do hot 
pretend to offer you any topics of condolence: 
under such au affliction what can I .say ? The 
Lord gave — and you, your children, and people, 
were long blessed :— the Lord hath taken away, and 
he doeth all things well — yea, for the very best. 
May you, with increasing faith, simplicity, and 
submission, be enabled to add, ^< Blessed be the 
name of the Lord ! " Christian friends feel on 
such an occasion the force of the Apostle's injunc- 
tion, «« Weep with them that weep." Speak not — 
grief is deep. Sit in silence, and weep with, 
and pray for him. Such friends I know you 
have had." 

XXVI. 

** Great indeed is your bereavement : to be felt, 
it must be realized. To me the shock of an event 
•o sudden and unexpected was grievous. A perfect 
c 3 
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reliance and confidence on each side no doubt 
contributed to draw us more affectionately to- 
gether. May her excellent advice, given from time 
to time in her valuable letters, be treasured in my 
memory; and may I be enabled to follow her 
example in devotedness to God, that we may at last 
meet in the realms of bliss ! 

** I feel that I have lost an affectionate and khxi 
friend ; but ** it is the Lord, let Him do what 
seemeth him good.*' Reason would suggest the 
inquiry. Why a life so important and useful should 
be cut short ?— but faith gives the answer, " What 
1 do thou knowest not now ; thou shalt know here- 
after." Her work is finished, and she has entered 
into her rest. O what a strong consolation to the 
survivors, to feel a sure and certain hope of the 
eternal happiness of a beloved object thus removed ! 
Your grief must be most poignant ; nature cannot 
but feel; and though we are forbidden to murmur, 
we are not forbidden to mourn : even the Saviour 
wept. May that Saviour pour into your wounded 
heart the rich comforts of his Gospel ! 

<< Remember me most affectionately to your 
children. May the precepts and example of their 
blessed mother be their rule of conduct through 
life ! O what a mercy that she was spared during 
their infancy ! " 

XXVIT. 

<' It is undoubtedly a mysterious providence, 
when eminent saints are removed in the midst 
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question the wisdom of the divine proceedings l^^ 
** That be far from us ; for the righteous is taken 
from the evil to come." 

** What consolatory words are those of our Lord 
to his disciples^ moummg at the prospect of his 
departure : « I will send you another Comforter.": 
And who ever had recourse to this blessed Para- 
clete, and was disappointed ? 

** Moreover we are assured, that like as a father 
pities his children (and more especially an afflicted 
child), even so the Lord pities them that fear him. 
He knows our frame, of what frail materials it is 
composed, and therefore will not lay upon us more 
than we are able to bear. 

<^ O what an unspeakable mercy to have this 
Divine Being for our refuge and strength, and to 
find in him a very present help in trouble. Such is 
the blessed privilege of the people of God' under 
their respective trials, though utterly unequal them-^ 
selves to bear their afflictions alone ; they carry it 
to a throne of grace, and cast their burden upon the 
Lord, and so find relief. 

<< Think too what a happy improvement of past 
trials has often been made by ministers, who have 
borne witness of the divine supports they have 
experienced under them, and have thereby recom** 
mended religion in its most salutary and efBcacious 
influence, to comfort and strengthen when nothing 
else can. 

*^ Such help and strength may you find in this 
your day and trouble, and hereafter be an honored 
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iDstrumeDt to comfort others with the comfort 
wherewith you have been comforted." 

xxviir. 

This closing extract is made from a letter of ac 
native of Acton, now on military service in India, 
and formerly himself a scholar, and then not a 
hopeful one, in the Sunday school* The letter was 
written upon hearing of Mrs* B's death, and has 
been recently received. 

^ The poor of Acton have indeed sustained a heavy 
loss in that beloved, honored lady, who so many 
years helped to provide for all their temporal wants, 
and labored to bring them to that God and Saviour 
in whose steps she so long trod. 
• << But how will not the dear children in the Sunday 
School miss the kind teacher and patroness, who 
was ever watchful in the concerns both of their 
souls and bodies, and whose whole care was to lead 
them to that Saviour Jesus Christ who died for 
their sins. 

** What is life but a little minute, while death 
continually stares us in the &ce ! yet it is a comfort 
that her course was that of a most sincere devout 
Christian, in all the duties of this short life ; and 
what are all its troubles compared with the joys of 
the life to come ?" 
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It has been thought proper, that to the discourse, 
prepared by its author with so much real feeling and 
kindness, some additional particulars of a life so 
truly estimable as hers, who was its subject, should 
be prefixed. 

The painfully-pleasing task devolves to the 
iSearest relative of the much to be lamented 
deceased, to one, who did in some measure appre- 
ciate her value ; and now unavailingly regrets, that 
the rich boon when possessed, was not still more 
highly prized. It is undertaken partly to beguile a 
dreary season of sorrow ; partly for the satisfaction 
of friends that are left ; but chiefly to display the 
power of divine grace, and, in reliance upon the 
divine blessing, to promote the preacher's design, 
by enforcing the careful and exact imitation of so 
improving and instructive an example. . 

Henrietta, the object lately of his entire affection, 
now of his most sorrowful regret, was the daughter 
of George and Isabella Lang, and born at Leyland 
in Lancashire, 15th April, 1785. While uncon- 
scious of the severity of that loss, she had the mis- 
fortune to be deprived of both parents. Her father, 
whom she could just remember to have seen in his 
c 5 
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coffin, died when she had scarcely attained her 
third year ; her mother when she was almost eleven. 
Of this parent, of course, she retained a more dis- 
tinct recollection. In her she lost an attentive, 
vigilant mother, exemplary and strict in the notions 
of integrity and truth which she sedulously main- 
tained, and zealously inculcated. Upon hertfleath, 
Henrietta, and Jane an only surviving sister, were 
consigned to the care and guardianship of th^ir 
unclefr-— the laite Edward King, Esq. many yeais 
Vice Chancellor of the Diichy of Lancaster, and 
Edmund Tatham, Esq. recently deceased, having 
but just survived his second niece. To these gen<* 
tlemen, the orphan sisters were indebted, not only 
for every advantage which education could confer, 
but foT a kindness truly paternal. ^ Jane died of 

* Of school anecdotes, one has survived, and was repeated 
to the Author by the lady who was herself the other party 
concerned. On her the eivent made a grateful and lasting 
impression, and the particularB may, perhaps not unsuitably, 
fill up a little chasm in this part of the memoir. 

The lady refered to had been sent, for the completion of 
her own education, to the school where Miss L. had been for 
some time, pleasantly and profitably to herself, pursuing her 
studies. Amidst the anxiety and awkwardness of a first 
arrival, the youthful stranger happened to be left alone, a pi'ey 
to thoughts which at such a period, and in such circumstances, 
may be conceived to have harassed and oppressed a sensitive 
mind. At this moment^ with a kindness and sympathy quite 
characteristic. Miss L. introduced herself: '*Are you," she 
said, " the young lady we have been led to expect as a new 
pupil, at Flint House?" The question being answered with 
plaintive accents and tears, in the affirmative, ^e went oxk*^ 
V "Will you then, till you can suit yourself better, accept of me 
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an affection upon the hugg about the year I8OO9 to 
her sister's inexpressible grief, and in her arms* The 
sarvivor's health was delicate, and yet through catte 
and attention under God, her valuable life was pr^ 
served and protracted for great usefulness through 
man J subsequent years. 

Henrietta, now an only remeuning link of a 
highly-»reSpectable house, when her education was 
completed, divided her time between h^r guar- 
dians and other friends and relaticms, among 
whom both her accomplishments and many amia-» 
ble qualities rendered her at all times, and 
upon her own account, an acceptable and weU 
come guest. Formed for, and fitted to shine in 
society— of refined delicacy, an excellent under* 
standing, and a cheerful disposition ; can it be a 
surprize, that while caressed and flattered by, she 
should love " the world J*^ In fact, without being 

for your friend? I shall have real pleasure in rendering 
such assistance as I can, to make this place an agreeable one to 
you." This seasonable and unexpected offer was of course 
most thankfully accepted ; and Miss L. punctually fulfilled her 
engagement. But after the lapse of a week or ten days, she 
took her new friend aside, and having reminded her of the 
original agreement — **Now, she added, you have had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing many companions, and of choosing from 
amongst them a friend whom perhaps you may like better ; if 
so, I am ready to exonerate you from any claim of priority 
which you may suppose I have upon you." The result may be 
anticipated — " Dear Miss L. if you will honor me with your 
friendship, I desire and shall seek no other ; " and in fact, the 
friendship thus commenced subsisted with uninterrupted har- 
mony, till death rent asunder the link, hereafter, it is hoped, to 
be again and indissolubly united. 
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at all^ware Of her mistakey she drank freely of the 
•stream^ of which << whosoever drinks, shall thirst 
again." Reverting to the period of her youthfal 
history : these, she was afterwards accustomed to. 
call * her days of folly.' Like the individual, after- 
wards destined to be by a kind providence, a hum* 
ble shater with her in the richer bounties of divine 
grace ; though convinced in her speculations con-' 
cerning the future, of the propriety of including 
religion as a necessary adjunct ; yet to religion, aa 
involving both a renunciation of the world, and the 
surrender of her heart to God, she was then com*^ 
paratively a stranger* She had a taste for what has 
been not unfitly styled ^ the picturesque' in reli« 
gion ; but knew not its renovating and transforming 
power. She valued what was serious, but this was 
in sentiment^ rather than in its reduction to practice. 
For such exquisite pieces of poetry as Milton's 
Morning Hymn on the works of creation, Thom«* 
ison*s closing hymn to the Seasons, and Addison's 
paraphrases of Psalms xixth and xxiii. she had 
a keen relish ; but for the consecration of her 
powers to the Creator's service, in the true spirit of 
those beautiful compositions, she was not yet pre- 
pared ; certain lengths she would go, but not the 
whole length in religion. She was in the habit of 
devoting some portions of each successive day to the 
perusal of the scriptures ; but during other portions 
of the same day, she would have been found in the 
haunts, and participating without scruple, in the 
pleasures, of the world. The Bible was read ; this 
her professed creed would not allow her to neglect^ 
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but reading the Bible was not then her delight, she 
felt not her need of divine illumination ; she prayed 
not for the Holy Spirit* It was while residing in 
Westmoreland that sl\e became a frequent guest at 
Casterton Hall, a spot endeared to the writer by his 
own earliest and most affectionate and grateful 
recollections* Here also Miss Lang had a favorable 
opportunity of witnessing the lively exempliiication 
of those valuable principles, in which indeed she 
had been trained, but which hitherto she had only 
theoretically held. Here under the blessing of God 
and the kind counsel of those who had been instru- 
mental in << expounding to her the way of God more 
perfectly," she rapidly advanced to that ripeness of 
spiritual understanding for which she was afterwards 
eminent. Here also it is believed she first deeply 
felt the obligation of, and fulfilled, her baptismal 
vow, << yielding herself up to live to him who died 
for her.*' It need not now be concealed, that the 
consequent change in her habits was viewed with 
anxiety and suspicion, even by some of those friends 
whom she most highly valued and tenderly loved ; 
and against whose wishes, she would have retained 
nothing but conscience; from whom she would have 
withheld nothing, but what she believed to be the 
unalienable right of another. None however sus* 
pected her motives; and whether the principles, 
upcm which she felt constrained to act, were ap- 
proved or not, none could condemn in her case, 
thdr tendency and pmctical effect. A discretion 
like hers, a spirit of meekness and patience, and of 
affectionate and dutiful submission, whenever sub- 
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mission interfered not with the demands of Him 
who is higher than the highest, failed net to reinstate 
her in the confidence of those, whose anxiety, though 
misplaced; whose suspicion, though unfounded; 
originated in the deep interest which they felt about 
her. 

For a considerable period previous to her marriage. 
Miss L. fixed her residence with a widow lady, a 
near relative of the family at Casterton, in the 
village of Natland, near Kendal, where she was both 
ready for, and diligent in the discharge of, every 
good work ; anxious to impart the blessing she had 
received ; and in this her retirement from the world, 
both seeking and to the utmost improving opportu- 
nities to promote the temporal and spiritual good 
of others. Though abstracting herself conscien* 
tiously from the society and amusements in which 
she no longer found the same gratification ; she was 
indefatigable in her endeavours to alleviate the sor- 
rows, and add to the comforts of her fellow-crea- 
tures. Though withdrawn from what is called the 
gay world, a pompous but fallacious epithet — 
she was ever at hand, when the hungry were to 
be fed, the naked to be clothed, or the poor or their 
children to be instructed. 

Her feelings in reference to marriage will be best 
represented in her own words. From her letters^ 
well worthy of being preserved, and previous to that 
important event, the following extracts are taken. 

• Speaking of, and in reply to the proposal which 
had been made to her, she writes : — 

« Most earnestly have I implored Glod to take our 
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cause lato hit hands, and so to saoctiiy it and guide 
us, as shsll in the end promote his glory and the 
everlasting good of our souls. In this simple 
dependence upon God I find the support und con- 
solation I so greatly need. Having sometimes found 
a ** merdful negative*' put to my wishes, I endea- 
year as much as possible to suppress every undue 
anxiety ; and it is my prayer for you as well as 
myself, that we may be preserved from leaning to 
our own understanding, and that in this momentoas 
event we may have wisdom and grace to conduct 
ourselves as becomes the disci (des of Jesus Christ. 
It is indeed an unspeakable comfort to know that 
there is an overruling Providence, who can frustrate 
or accomplish our wishes, as seems good in his 
sight.' 

Alluding to the estimate which had been made of 
her character, she remarks in the same letter — 

^ The mistaken kindness of friends may sometimes 
lead them to represent us in a too favorable point 
of view, and thus pave the way for many serious 
disappointments. Will you then forgive me, if I 
venture to express a fear that such may be the case 
in the present instance ? This confession (could you 
read my heart) is not made from any affectation of 
humility, which would in my present situation, be 
highly offensive in the sight of God ; but from the 
anxious desire I now feel to introduce you more 
intimately to my true character ; and in no one par- 
ticular do I wish you a stranger to it; as face 
answereth to face, so does the heart of one christian 
to that of another; I see this exemplified in your 
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letter: While I find you lamJentiDg^ your own 
liability to err, I trust you will remember that * I 
am but dust.' 

The author cannot help remarking the date of 
this her first intercourse with him, upon what she 
justly called a momentous event. It is March \9thf 
1812^ precisely eighteen years preceding the same 
day of the same month, when God, in his mysterious^ 
gracious providence, took away **• the desire of hia 
eyes,*' and death sealed her lips and her pen in 
silence, and chilled the heart which, never since the 
period of their mutual acquaintance, till then, was 
conscious of any thing towards him but affection 
and kindness. 

In a subsequent letter upon the same subject^ 
and after thankfully acknowledging the approba- 
tion and sanction of friends, she adds : 

< That our future prospects should be thus 
favorably regarded by all our friends, is a cause 
for our united thanksgiving ; but, delightful as this 
reflection is, it would cease to be so, had we not 
some real ground of hope, that the step we are 
about to take, will meet the approbation and bles- 
sing of God : I would still continue to pray that 
if our union be not according to his will, it may yet 
be prevented— but daily do I find this prayer in- 
crease in difficulty; though I firmly believe we 
shall not be called upon to suffer the deprivation 
of each other, without a << kind necessity" for the 
trial ; yet, if it is not wrong to use the expression, 
I think it would be more severe to me than any 
former one I have experienced ; yet we must not 
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dotibt that the sdm^ arm which strikes the blow 
will also support' 

The transciriber's heart may well be supposed^ 
with the liveliest sympathy, to respond to the feel^ 
ing here so tenderly — so piously expressed ; he it 
i«9 who has been called upon to suffer the severe 
trial of deprivation : may the words be as pro-* 
pheticj as they are touching; as cons<ding in theii* 
effect as they are christian in the sentiment I 
and may the arm, which has struck the blow, 
support ! 

< Upon the subject of marriage (she proceeds) I 
am constrained to say something, because it is your 
own request that I should do so ; but it is a point, 
of all others, upon which I would speak with diffi- 
dence : as an appointment of God, I have been led 
to admire it for the wisdom and compassion which 
it so richly displays ; and, in many situations, it 
appears an almost indispensable duty to enter such 
a state. In the case of ministers, it is not difficult 
to imagine how much it may be the mean of less* 
ening the distresses which present themsdves in 
their pastoral visits ; but then, very much depends 
upon the character lind experience of that female, 
who is called upon to be a fellow-laborer in such 
a cause* I have^ for some time back, regarded the 
situation of a clergyman's wife as one of awful 
responsibility ; and it is not surprising, that thi» 
idea should be more and more deeply impressed 
upon me ; and I really thinlc, were I assured that 
I am the very being, best calculated to promote 
your own personal comfort, as well as to share your 
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labours of love amongst your flock, it would enablef 
me gratefully to anticipate the period for my 
removal to the Vicarage. But here I have many 
doubts remaining, and the principal one is this — I 
thmk you are not fully aware of a truth, of which 
every day*s experience tends to convince me, — that 
in the school of Christ I am a learner in the 
lawest form : but, however, one thing I knowj that 
God is oftentimes graciously pleased to make use of 
instruments — the weakest and most unworthy, for 
the accomplishment of his work; and this does 
greatly encourage me to hope, that the very de^re 
which his grace has excited to serve him in this 
vUl€^e (Natland) will be mercifully continued 
should he send me to Acton.' 

Referring to the ministry, and some communica- 
tion on that subject, she observes, in a {bird letter : — 

* To be the messenger of reconciliation to a lost 
and guilty world, is indeed ** a blessed work ; *' and 
yet so awful, that I do not wonder when you tell 
me your own spirit is often waghed down with 
the sense of your linworthiness : but you will, I 
feel assured, be encouraged to hope that the same 
gracious God who hath called you to preach the 
glad tidings, will also qualify you for your sacred 
duties; for your success, I would desire to pour 
out my whole soul in prayer, add ii^ the exercise 
of this duty, both for you and ybur people, I dare 
hope to serve you, depending upon the promises 
which are annexed to the prayer of faith/ 

How much the shepherd and the flock are, and 
may yet be, indebted to the prayers here alluded. 
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to, mnd on ker part most incesMintly and p^nievier- 
ingly offing, and. in strong faith, is known to> him 
who is the hearer of ^prayer, and may hereafter be 
found unto her praise and glory in the day of Jesa# 
Christ. 

Respecting some pecuniary arrangements, she 
goes on to remark : — 

< For some years after I left school, I had the 
free disposal of my income, before I was led to see 
its full Talue, or the responsibility attached to such 
a talent. This knowledge is indeed of very late 
growth, and I almost think it would dmw the tear 
of pity from you, if I could tell you all I have 
suffered at the remembrance of my days of extn^ 
Yttgance and folly. It is a duty I owe to you to 
make ^is confession, that you may kindly reprove 
and check a fault which, though divine grace has 
in part subdued, it has not eradicated ; and if your 
prayer is answered, you know the spirit will be 
given me to receive the admonition with meekness 
and thankfulness.' 

. Alluding to her early calamity in the loss of her 
mother : — 

. * I feel my deficiency in housewifery : I believe 
this does not proceed from any dislike to attend to 
such things, but from the peculiar (Usadvantages I 
early labored under, in the deprivation of my own 
dear mother — a loss I nev^ perhaps felt more 
keenly, than in my present situation. But it was 
the will of unerring wisdom to remove this prop> on 
which I too fbndly rested, perhaps, that I might 
cJEist anchor on a more solid foundation*' 
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* Ala8 ! may not the writer find here also a tacit 
reproof, and a salutary suggestion to himself? 

In a fourth letter, and in allusion to the time 
fixed for her marriage, she writes — 

* If in this instance I feel the duty of relincjuish-' 
ing my own will to your's, O ! may it appear both 
in this, and the world to come, that I have first 
sought the will of God before I ventured to listen 
to your^s : I have been enabled to ask for the bles- 
sing and guidance of our heavenly Father, in all 
which now most nearly interests us both, and I 
assure myself the promise shall be fulfilled : if 
indeed we are permitted to see the accomplishment 
of our united wish ; may we be preserved from the 
abuse of such a mercy ! may we really be to each 
other a mutual comfort in the wilderness ! may we 
be (with all we have and are) so unreservedly devo- 
ted to the service and glory of God, that we may 
become daily more and more sanctified to each 
other ! In my own heart alas ! there is a lamenta- 
ble proneness to creature dependence ; there is such 
a tendency to rest in the stream, that I almost 
forget the fountain, from whence all created com- 
forts flow, and if from sad experience I have found 
this the case with friends less dear to me, how great 
is my present danger ! • 

In a fifth letter, and in reference to the establisb* 
ment of a weekly lecture, she adds : — 

< I could hear with heartfelt pleasure of your 
having established such a lecture, could I persuade 
myself your bodily strength is proportioned to the 
duties in which you are already engaged : yet I 
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know who can give streagth according to your 
day ; and to this our first and best Friend, I trust 
I shall at all times be enabled to resign you ; yes, 
where indeed, or on whom may we safely rest, if 
not on this foundation ? It is a tried stone, sure 
and precious, and it is here I humbly trust, you 
and I have had grace given us to cast every hope, 
and every care ; in this we shall not be finally dis- 
appointed, for the word is etitablished for ever.' 

In the prospect of quitting Natland, she remarks 
in the same letter, — 

* I cordially unite in the concluding paragraph 
of your letter where you pray for this village 
** The arm of the Lord is not shortened,' ' and we 
must earnestly implore him to carry on his own 
work wherever he has begun it, and of the same 
mercy to open every heart which is shut against the 
truth ; and you have great need to pray for me,, 
that the iniquity which haa mixed itself in my 
holiest deeds may be forgiven before I finally re- 
move from a place which is rendered too dear to me 
ever to be forgotten*' 

Respecting this removal, in a sixth, and the last 
letter previous to her marriage, she observes : 

* Immediately after our marriage, I should like 
your own plan to be adopted of proceeding to 
Acton ; you cannot wonder that I should then feel 
impatient to see a place, which, though as yet 
unknown, is the subject of many an anxious prayer,< 
and my liveliest interest ; and this will gradually 
increase, as I become more weaned from Natland, 
but just at present my heart is on a balance : the 
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many objects of my tender regard , whom I am on 
tbe eve of leaving : together with the anxiety with 
which I anticipate my future prospect, is indeed a 
sad impecUment to the prog^ress of spiritual things; 
and nothing disturbs me so much, as the fear 
that in my new condition, I shall be iess devoted 
to my Saviour. O, that by all his increasing 
m^^ies I may have grace to serve him £ttithfuliy 
and love him sincerely ! ' 

Another extract from the same letter upon 
ministerial trials shall close the whole. 

< Doubtless,' she says, * such discouragements 
are permitted for some good, perhaps to show 
(what a more uniform success might lead us to 
forget) that the whole work is of God. His word 
must have a complete fulfilment. We are led also 
to expect tribulation in our way to his kingdom, 
and I believe the child of God must have such a 
portion of it as will purify him for his society with 
the blessed : It is however a sweet consolation to 
feel that the delays of God are not always denials ; 
and I fervently pray that your spirit may be 
encouraged to think of this when under trials and 
temptation. 

* Remembering that this is probably the last 
letter you may have from me before we meet, 
may it please God to crown that event with his 
guidance and blessing i ' 

It might suffice to add upon this subject, that 
the marriage was solemnized at Kirkby Lonsdale, 
Westmoreland, June l6, 1812 ; did not the author 
of this brief record fear, lest he should seem to 
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have taken au undue freedom with the foregoing 
letters, in extracting for the public eye what was 
intended by the writer for no eye but his own* What 
be would plead for himself — besides the spirit of 
christian feeling and piety, which breathes in the ex- 
tracts themselves — is, theimposubility of giving, in 
any other way, so perspicuous and satisfactory a 
view of the principles upon which she set out, 
and the clue which they afford, to explain the 
whole of her after-conduct* 

The following testimony was addressed to Miss 
L, on the eve of her marriage, by one who had been 
mainly assistant in her religious inquiries, and for 
whose directions in conducting them, she never 
failed to express the sense she entertained of the 
weight of her obligation. It is contained in a 
letter replete with christian counsel, instruction, 
and kindness : 

* Ever since I saw you turning your face 
towards Zion, I have watched over you with a holy 
jealousy ; I have prayed that your faith might 
remain immoveable, fixed on Jesus the beloved 
of your soul, and that you might increase in all 
godliness, being filled with the fruits of the Spirit* 
I have rejoiced to see that you have been enabled to 
stand fast; and though there may have been an 
occasional slackening of your pace ; yet there has 
never been a desire to turn back*' 

A most intimate acquaintance of nearly eighteen 
years, since the above was written, and up to the 
day of her death, has served only to confirm and 
corroborate this testimony* 
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Of the principles avowed before her marriage, 
her married life, from its commencement to its 
close, was the habitual developement, and consistent 
and practical exhibition. In the true spirit of them 
she lived and died, — in life, an example of their 
usefulness to direct, in death, a witness of their 
efficacy to support. 

These principles, need it be repeated, comprised 
a total denial of human merit, apart from divine 
grace; a firm reliance upon, and an abiding con- 
viction of her need of that grace; an incessant 
struggle with the resistances of a frail corrupted 
nature ; regard to Jesus, as the sole source of spi- 
ritual strength, and to the promise of the Spirit, as 
the medium through which that strength must be 
sought. 

In her new condition, her first object at Acton 
was to supply what, through the early deprivation 
of her mother, she regarded as the defect, though 
an unavoidable one, of her own education. Placed 
at the head of a family, her care wa^ how she might 
best qualify herself for the effectual discharge of 
duties as yet unt/ied. In every department there was 
•nothing too minute for her attention : nothing was 
<}one for her by others, which she was not resolved 
at least to know how to do for herself. Nor did 
she remit this her labor, till she became herself a 
competent instructor in the whole art of house- 
wifery. In this she acted upon the conviction, 
that of earthly guides, experience is the safest; 
and that, when exercised in conjunction with a 
perfect knowledge of the nature of its own require- 
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mentSy authority is least susceptible of abase, and 
most likely to secure obedience. 

It is quite impossible for /iemale servants in par- 
ticular, to have been blessed with a mistress more 
intent than she was, in every way and upon all 
occasions, to promote their welfare. Her kindness 
they all felt; it was more than conciliatory and 
condescending, it was the kindness of a mother, 
and yet tempered with a firmness, which seldom 
failed to command respect, and a vigilance which 
was not only a check to imposition, but almost dis- 
armed the tempter. In planning the order and 
details of household work, she was minutely exact, 
and the value of her regulations was instantly dis- 
covered, by the inconvenience which never failed to 
arise from even a slight deviation. She provided 
that each servant, though ordinarily restricted to 
her own department, should be instructed in, and 
qualified to undertake, the duties of her fellow- 
servants. From this arrangement resulted an in- 
terchange of kind ofi^ices, co-operation when 
necessary, and in case of occasional absence or 
sickness, much less disturbance and trouble in the 
economy of the house. She was an invariable 
encourager and promoter of cleanliness, industry, 
and punctuality ; and repressed, with strong marks 
of dissatisfaction, whatever, in females especially, 
was opposed to the strictest modesty, propriety, 
and retirement. To instil into the minds of her 
servants those religious principles, of which, in her 
own case, she had felt the eflficacy, was her never- 
ceasing care. Here, indeed, she may be said to 

D 
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have been always on thesXert ; while, with unwearied 
assiduity, she availed herself of all opportunities^ 
and in all seasons* to admonish and instruct, to 
enlighten and convince, those who were privileged 
to be her servants. It was to her a matter of small 
importance to be served, though in other respects 
ever so well, if the Master, whom she served, was 
dishonored. On the Lord's day, she herself 
accompanied her maidens on their way to, and 
from, the house of God ; an enviable distinction 
conferred upon them, an additional proof, on 
her part, of ever wakeful caution and genuine 
condescension. 

To any one contemplating what she did con- 
stantly in the capacity of a mistress^ presiding over 
and directing her household, time might scarcely 
be supposed to be left for any thing else. 

Yet how can her husband adequately express 
the amount of his obligations to her as the mother 
of his children ? or how will his children face, 
when they meet, her again, should they slight the 
counsels, or act in violation of the well-established 
rules and clearly-expressed wishes of such a mother? 
Where can they expect to find so happy a union 
of firmness in resisting, and gentleness in conceding ; 
of authority and afiection ; of claims so rigorous 
and just, and allowances so liberal and gracious. 
It was alike impossible for them not to love, and 
not to fear her. Her discrimination of character 
was acute and penetrating; while, by her generosity 
in forgiving and overlooking confessed faults, she 
usually succeeded in acquiring the most valuable 
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of all merely humao possessions to a parent — her 
children's entire and unboanded confidence. She 
charged herself with the iirst discipline and early 
training of all her children: and who, in every 
point of view, was so well qualified for the arduous 
task ? It is but truth to assert, that she watched 
every naotion, every gesture, every look of her 
children, and even every turn in their countenance, 
and this to detect the lurking evil, or bring to 
light and foster the latent good. Never may the 
children, with whom she has conversed, and whom 
she has taught, forget her lessons ! her abhorrence 
of every species of deceit, dissimulation and falsei- 
hood ; her delight in, and approbation of, frankness, 
openness, and truth; her detestation of any thing 
low and mean ; her inculcation of every kind and 
generous sentiment ; and her care to sanctify every 
part of her instruction by reference to, and the 
sanction of the word of God ; may all this be in- 
delibly and for ever fixed in, and engraven upon 
their minds ! 

All she has ever read to them, all they have heard 
from her lips, her innumerable daily prayers with 
and for them ; the little memorials of her anxiety 
for their conversion, and the sincerity of their hearts 
towards God ; which must in every place, and in 
almost every book, meet their eye ; and the strong 
and almost overwhelming desires, which she ex- 
pressed for their future and eternal happiness ; the 
agony which she felt, when ^e had reason to fear 
they had offended Crod ; and the joy, when she saw 
them sensible of and truly humbled for their 
D 2 
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faults ; how can all this be erased from memory^s 
faithful record ? Had not the ultraism of the 
mother beeu chastised by the sublime devotion 
of the Christian, it might have seemed as if heaven 
itself could scarcely be heaven to her, unless she 
shared its bliss with one and all her children. On 
some occasions, partial observers might have 
thought her discipline severe; but the soundness 
of her discretion might be trusted, and her returning 
overflowing kindness, even to those who had most 
displeased her, was too manifest,- not to obliterate 
every painful feeling, except that of having of^ 
fended one, so ready to forgive; and, in fact, 
those of her children who had most required what 
may be called discipline, or strict government, are 
remarkable for their affectionate feeling towards, 
and grateful remembrance of, her. 

What she was as a wifet insensible and ungrateful 
indeed must the writer be, should he ever forget ! 
Long as heart can beat, or tongue can utter, must 
he render his devoutest, deepest acknowledgments 
to Almighty God, who provided, and spared to 
him for almost eighteen years, so meet an help : 
invaluable she was to him ; irreparable is his loss ; 
but not inconsolable his grief; while he possesses 
the ^\lTe and certain hope that its object is past the 
reach of sorrow, and that even with the sight of his 
sorrow, her heart cannot now be wounded. Most 
considerate and kind she was in her attention to his 
interest, most tender of his reputation, most zealous 
for his honor, far more regarding his comfort 
than her own : this, however is a string not to be 
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touched too far, lest a heart, already wrung, should 
breaks 

In one of the foregoing extracts, she has herself 
recorded her high estimate of the duty and respon- 
sibility of a clergyman's wife; nor in her conscien- 
tiousand faithful dischargeof the duty, had she cause 
to shrink from sustaining her full share in that re- 
sponsibility. Independently of her husband's perfect 
disengagement for his ministerial work, through 
the instrumentality of her domestic attention, care, 
and diligence ; independently of his being entirely 
exonerated, through her inspection and vigilance, 
from all domestic anxiety and concern ; in what 
sphere of his own more direct exertion was he not 
always indebted to her? Whither, in one shape 
or other, did not her useful influence extend ? 
and where was it not beneficially felt ? How deep, 
how lively an interest she took in his ministry ! 
How her most active thoughts were occupied in 
devising, and how she taxed her industry and skill 
in furthering, schemes for the temporal and spiritual 
welfare of his flock ! What constant aid he received 
from her assiduous attentions ^ the poor and the 
sick ! How valuable she was in the Sunday school ! 
how she rejoiced in her husband's joy, and shared 
his grief ! while, apart from human eye, and alone 
with her God and Saviour, her continual aspirations, 
breathed heavenward with all the ardor of ^th, 
and all the constancy of patience, invoked that Fa- 
ther, who sees in secret and will reward openly, 
for the promised effusion of his Holy Spirit. How 
also, her deep humility, which veiled from her own 

D 3 
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eyes, added a mild lustre to, all her graces ! Sacfa 
was the height of her standard ; such her j ust appre* 
bension of the spirituality of the law ; such the 
rigor of the sentence, which she passed, day by day, 
upon her own conduct; that all she did, to herself 
seemed to be nothing, and even the deBciencies of a 
day, filled up with Christian deeds, and laid out 
for promoting the glory of God and the benefit 
of her fellow creatures, called forth from her the 
inost humbling and unreserved confessions of guilt, 
omission, and un worthiness. Her whole stress for 
acceptance and salvation, was in the only Saviour 
of sinners. In Jesus she rejoiced ever ; and while 
she worshipped God in the spirit, put no confidence 
in the flesh. Those of her own sex, whom she called 
to her house, and whom, twice in the week, she 
instructed out of the scriptures, will long remember 
her meek, but exalted devotion. 

The manner in lyhich she engaged and took part 
with them in this interesting occupation : her happy 
art of improving occurrences, her judicious and 
sensible remarks, joined with her close and searching 
appeals to the heart and conscience, have left an im«> 
pression which it is hoped by divine grace, the awful 
and surprising event of her death, will fix for ever. 

In every case of trouble, oh how prompt she was to 
pour into the wounded breast the balm of consola- 
tion ! In relieving temporal need, her aim was not 
simply to administer the indispensable aid, but at 
the same time, to make the poor sensible of resources 
still within their own compass and reach. In her de- 
signs for their relief, they were themselves associated. 
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as co-operators with her : this was the case with dif** 
fereot projects formed, or fostered by herself, and 
which, while they materially contributed to their 
jcomfort, tended to promote a spirit of activity, 
independence, and hope in their own bosoms : ' in a 
« ClothingSociety," a "Shoe Society," anda" Rent 
Society," the idea was to enable the poorest to meet 
anticipated demands, and thus disburthen their 
minds from anxious care, to establish habits of fru- 
gality and forecast, and to convince them what may 
gradually be accomplished by smaller efforts of 
self-denial, and a more skilful appropriation and 
use of their slender means : while the principles of 
piety strenuously enforced both by precept and 
example, kept the poor from taking advantage of 
kindness, and made them respectful and submissive 
and grateful. Such plans could scarcely fail 
under her management, to raise them above the 
sordid level of abject and expecting dependence. 
Not only intent on keeping up what was already esta- 
blished^ she was ever ingenious in devising fresh 
schemes subservient in like manner to the spiritual 
advancement of those for whom slie interested her* 
self. One of her last, was an attempt on Sundays 
to collect for a short time before the public worship, 

^ In the Clothing Society, detigned chiefly for the pooi^ chihl* 
ren, two pence was allowed upon every shilling contributed, and 
the same in another Society for supplying the children with 
Bibles and Prayer Books, Sec. In the Shoe Society the contri- 
butors were required to pay two-thirds of the value of the 
shoes, and the remainder was given. In the Rent Society, 
every nineteen shillings contributed was made a pound. 
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both morDiDg and evening, such young women as 
had formeriy been in the Sunday school ; and thus 
to remind them of early, and in some instances for-« 
gotten lessons, to excite them to search the Scrip* 
tures, and to prepare them for the ensuing service* 
This plan which promised the most auspicious 
results ; and was eagerly embraced by those who 
were its objects, was commenced since the opening 
of the present year, and suspended only by the 
illness and death of its benevolent originator. 

Can it be a wonder that the quick, the unanti- 
cipated removal of such an assistant and helper, 
should be regarded, as more than a personal or a 
domestic affliction ! It is a public loss, a loss which 
the author deplores scarcely less for others than 
himself. 

Of her character as presiding in her household ; 
and a mother ; as a wife in general, and a clergy** 
man's wife in particular ; a feeble delineation has 
been given ; and here was the scene of her constant 
and useful occupation, the sphere in which she 
moved, with so much benefit to others. Here she 
concentrated and exercised her various and rare 
endowments. To the important, but unostenta- 
tious duties proper to these several relations, she 
chiefly confined herself ; in these she chiefly 
delighted. Though however in the bosom of her 
own family, she was ever actively and usefully 
engaged, and out of it coveted little else, never 
feeling herself so much in her right place, as when 
in the apostolic phrase, <<a keeper at home,*' yet in 
the briefest sketch, it would be unjust not to name 
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her sterling qualities as afrieHd : her education, and 
still more her native superiority, both of mind and 
manners, would have rendered her an ornament to, 
would have graced, any station ; and though her 
high sense of religious obligation, had long with- 
drawn her from the world's observation, into a state 
of comparative seclusion, still those who occasionally 
or statedly had the opportunity, or privilege of 
intercourse with her, could not but be struck with 
the originality and vigor of her thoughts, and the 
elegance and simplicity with which she was accus- 
tomed to express them ; there was a liveliness and 
spirit in her remarks, combined with, and chastened 
by, a strict sense of feminine propriety, and a strong 
bias of devotional seriousness, which to persons of 
reflection and taste, were irresistibly engaging ; 
while you felt her superiority, it had nothing in it 
that was ' harsh or rugged,* and it was quite evident 
that she was unconscious of it herself; she was per- 
fectly frank and undisguised, and yet possessed a 
knowledge of the world, quite extraordinary for one 
who had so long lived out of it : no one knew her 
right place in society better than she did, nor was 
she ever at a loss to act, under circumstances how- 
ever new, and to others apparently difficult and 
perplexing. 

She had an instinctive dread of every thing like 
an intrusive approach, and never was any one more 
perfectly unambitious of that favor, which must 
be purchased by the least sacrifice of her own in- 
dependence, or descent from what she deemed the 
dignity of the Christian. But, on the other hand, 

D 5 
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though 8be bad an almost e^ual dread of the least 
encroachment upon kindness, yet who, «t friend- 
ship's call, was ever more prompt * to show herself 
friendly ? ' In the hoar of trial, no effort seemed 
to be great or excessive ; like a sister < bom for ad- 
versity,' she forgot every thing but expedients for 
the relief of the sufferer, and anxiety to testify her 
regard for, without wounding the feelings of, her 
friend. In forming fresh acquaintances, she was 
more than ordinarily scrupulous: indeed, her 
multiplied home*engagements rendered additional 
demands upon her little spare time, more than 
ordinarily inconvenient ; the few, however, out of her 
own family to whom she was intimately known, 
needed not the deprivation of such a friend, to make 
them appreciate the value of her friendship* 
Among those, with whom, as companions of the 
same pilgrimage, and the fellow heirs of the same 
promises, she took sweet counsel ; or among in- 
quirers in religion, by whom her aid was solicited 
as a guide and instructor ; it is hard to say, whether 
she was most distinguished by the warmth of her 
affection, or the fidelity with which it was tempered ; 
by the depth of her piety, or the prudence which 
controlled and directed its efforts. 

In her method of conciliating the minds of the 
young in favor of religion, and recommending its 
claims, she was pecnliarly happy. By remarks often 
incidentally made, and sometimes casually dropped 
in common conversation, she exhibited its beauty 
and amiableness; its inseparable connection with 
all that is sublime in feeling, and honorable in 
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practice, — with all that is generous aod gr^t: 
and thus the transcendant excellency of religiea 
was insinuated, when it could not otherwise be 
asserted ; and while the young, who heard her^ 
began to feel ashamed of their ignorance of that 
which was so undeniably good, they were sometimes 
stimulated with a desire to push their inquiries 
further, and pant for the full fruition of religion^s 
richest blessings* 

The young men in particular, who successively 
for a course of years have been, or now are, inmates 
in the family ; and whose interest, whether still under 
his care, or filling, or training to fill, important sta<> 
tions elsewhere, the writer has much at heart, — ever 
experienced from her an attention and care truly 
nuUemal, Perhaps it may gratify them to know, 
that from their affectionate and strong expressions 
of grateful, and all but filial regard for her, poured 
in, since the painful event, from various quarters, 
and with a kincf^prof usion ; the object of their sym- 
pathy derived in the day of his severest calamity, 
some of his sweetest earthly consolations. 

In her ardent thirst for spiritual knowledge, and 
in that devotional spirit, with which she was so 
eminently blessed, will be found the main spring 
which guided and regulated the movements of her 
active and industrious life : What delight she took 
in, and how unremitting was her study of the word 
of God ! Besides chapters and portions daily read 
morning and evening with her husband, children, 
and servants, and in the constant routine of the 
family worship ; besides what she read occasionally 
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in her visits among the poor, and statedly twice in 
the weeky when she assembled around her in her 
own house those of her own sex who chose to 
attend ; — every day, and twice at least in the day 
for herself, and solely upon her own account, she 
was an accurate, diligent, and prayerful bible 
student ; her own bible, and the several devotional 
books which she had selected for her closet, such as 
Jenks's Prayers, Thomas*a-Kem pis, ^Adam's Pri«* 
vate Thoughts, Bishop Taylor's Guide to Devo- 
tion, besides the publications of a near relative on 
Prayer and the Scriptures and the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, and recently Bridges's Expo- 
sition of Psalm cxix. bear indubitable marks, 
not only of having been read, but read with 
an earnest desire for personal pro6t; every where 
notices in pencil on the page, or on the margin, may 
be observed of passages the most afiecting or 
practical; and which, doubtless, she had judged 
to be best adapted, or most pertinent to her own 
case and circumstances. In her the flame of devo- 
tion, like the fire upon the altar, never went out ; it 
pervaded, and sanctified all she attempted, said, or 
did ; even in her little account books, which were 
most methodically arranged, and kept with scru- 
pulous exactness, may be discerned traces of the 
same devotional spirit : in that for the opening cur- 
rent year was transcribed by her own hand within 
the cover, Agur's beautiful prayer, " Give me 
neither poverty nor riches, &c." Prov. xxx. 8, 9. 
and j ust beneath it the important apostolic apho- 
rism, " Godliness with contentment is great gain," 
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1 Tim. yi. 6. She never presented a book, smaller 
or greater^ to the members of her own family, nor 
to others, without first impressing upon it the 
stamp of her devout feeling, in the form of some 
appropriate text, or some brief but strong expres- 
sion of the donor's desire for the receiver's spiritual 
welfare, , 

Her conscientious view of, and strict regard to, 
the duty of setf-^xammation, are noticed in the 
discourse preached on the occasion of her death. 
For the gratification of the pious reader, two forms, 
with which in this, her daily business of self-search 
and self-trial, she seems to have been most familiar, 
are subjoined : the first appears in the commence- 
ment of her pocket Bible, in her own hand ; the 
other was prepared at her request. 

SELF-EXAMINATION.— No. l. 

1 . Did I awake as with God this morning, and 
rise with a grateful sense of his goodness ? How 
were the secret devotions of the morning performed ? 
Did I ofier my solemn praises, and renew the de- 
dication of myself to God with becoming attention 
and suitable affections ? 

2. Did I lay my scheme for the business of the 
day wisely and well ? How did I read the Scrip* 
ture, and any other devotional book, or practical 
one ? Did it do my heart good, or was it mere 
amusement ? How have the other stated de- 
votions of the day been performed, whether secret, 
family, or public ? 
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day with diligence and spiritoality of mind) doing 
every thing in season^ and with all convenient dis- 
patchy as unto the Lord ? What time have I lost 
this day in the morning, or at noon-day, or in the 
evening ? And what occasioned this loss ? With 
what temper, and under what regulations have the 
recreations of this day been pursued ? 

4. Have I seen the hand of God in my mercies, 
in my health, cheerfulness, food, joumies, clothingi 
books, preservation, success in my avocations, kind* 
ness of friends, conversation, &c* 

5. Have I seen the hand of God in afflictions ? 
And very particularly in liitk things which had a 
tendency to vex and disquiet me ? And with regard 
to this interposition have I received my comforts 
thankfully, and my afflictions submissively ? How 
have I guarded against the temptations of the day, 
particularly against this or that temptation, which 
I foresaw in the morning ? 

6. Have I maintained an humble dependence on 
divine influences ? Have I lived by faith on the 
Son of God, and regarded Jesus Christ as my 
teacher and governor, my atonement and intercessor, 
my example and guardian, my strength and fore- 
runner ? Have I been looking forward this day to 
death, and judgment, and eternity ; and considered 
myself as a probationer for heaven ; and, through 
grace, an expectant of it ? 

7. Have I governed my thoughts well, especially 
in my intervals of solitude ? 

8. How was my subject of thought chosen for 
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to-day, and how has it been regarded ? Have I 
governed my discourse wisely and pionsly in such 
and such company? Did I say nothing passionate, 
mischievous, slanderous, imprudent, or impertinent ? 
9. Has my heart been full of love to God this 
day, and to all mankind ? and have I sought and 
found, and improved opportunities of doing and 
getting good ? With what attention have I read 
the Scriptures this day ? How was self-examination 
performed the last night ? and how have I profited 
this day by any remarks I then made on former 
negligences and mistakes ? 



SELF-EXAMINATION.— No. 2. 

1. Do I walk by faith in an unseen world, 
Savioar, eternity ? 

2. Do I love God, trying always to please, and 
fearing to offend him ? desiring to draw near to, and 
longing to enjoy him ? 

3. What end do I propose to myself tn my por- 
suits, endeavours, and studies ? — " Is it the glory 
of God?" 1 Cor. X. 31. 

4. How are the Scriptures heard and read ? Do 
I desire and pray for spiritual knowledge ? 

5. Of what sort are my prayers ? Do I watch, 
strive, and pray against distractions and wanderings 
in prayer, against coldness, deadness, dulness, for- 
mality, &c. ? or do my tempers, words, and actions, 
contradict my prayers ? 

6. Do I daily call myself to account for my 
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daily sins, humbling myself before God with a 
broken and a contrite heart, seeking, through Jesus, 
pardon, and peace, and not allowing myself in any 
known sin ? 
7* Do I love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ? 

8. How is my heart kept ? Have I found out 
my besetting sin, and placed the curb on that in 
particular ? Do I aim at heart purity, and freedom 
from inward secret sins i 

9. Do I eat and drink to the glory of God, and 
practise daily self-denial in governing and restrain- 
ing my appetites and passions ? 

10. Do I keep an eye to the standard, *< Love 
God with all thy heart," and " Love thy neighbour 
as thyself?" 

11. Am I hasty or rash in judging any? Do I 
despise or slight any on account of natural defects 
or in6rmitie8? Do I abstain from uncharitable, 
and unkind looks, thoughts, words ? Am I quick 
to see, willing to own, and anxious to undo, as far 
as may be, what has been done amiss ? 

12. Do I pray for, and desire the spiritual good 
of all, doing what in me lies to promote it by my 
consistent example and patient persevering endea- 
vours ? Do I earnestly desire the spread of the 
gospel, and the success of its ministers ? And do I 
cherish the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit 
for my own growth and fruitfulness in grace ? 



dbyGoogk 



65 



RULES OF DAILY USE. 

1. Begin with God. Never neglect to make 
pny&rjirst. Should any thing unforeseen occur to 
shorten^ yet upon no account, and for no pretence, 
omit the duty* Though short, be detrout, earnest, 
serious. Be this your motto, * Begin with God.' 
Psalm V. 3. 

2. Expect trials, and to have your own will often 
thwarted. Seek strength for the day of trial, 
and grace for the duty of that day. Deut. 
xxxiii. 25* 

3. Watch occasions of good, to improve, and of 
evil, to shun them. Rom. xii. 9* 

4. Make the best of that which looks ill, and let 
not the sins of others provoke you to sin. 

5. Be not weary of well doing. Gal. vi. 9. — ^Nor 
cease from striving against sin* Heb. xii. 4. 



Her's, however, it may be added, was a life of 
habitual self-inspection, and every book she read, 
was made subservient to the same end, — ^her own 
spiritual improvement. By the wisdom and expe- 
rience of others, she was ever sifting and weighing 
her own heart and motives, and steering her course 
over the waves of life ; yet never failing to correct 
and prove her own observations, and those of 
others, by the Scripture itself, as her true compass 
and polar star. 
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From the passages which she herself has carefally 
noted iQ different books of devotion, the most valu- 
able hints might easily be collected ; a single 
instance, casually taken, will elucidate this remark : 
— In the opening of Bridges on Psalm cxix* and 
where, upon the 3nd verse, the pious annotator 
observes, * If they are blessed who seek the Lord 
with their whole heart, how am I seeking him ^ * 
This passage is singled out by a distinctive miark, 
and the. words * am /' are underdrawn in pencil, no 
doubt, having been at the time, the subject of 
anxious and close self-inquiry* 

Nor was this her custom with books of a devo- 
tional cast only ; whatever she read was in like 
manner applied and reduced to practice. In every 
thing that belongs to the well-ordering and bring* 
ing up of children, it has been seen that, a» a chris- 
tian mother, she was keenly sensitive ; and though 
in the resources of her own cultivated mind, she 
possessed the most useful materials, yet to these 
she was ever careful to add, what could be collected 
or gleaned from the stores of others, who had com- 
mitted to writing their thoughts upon this, to her, 
interesting and engrossing topic. Not only larger 
publications, which fell within her reach, but the 
useful little works of Mr. Babington and Mrs. 
Hoare upon the subject, were pondered and studied 
with a rigid determination in her own case, to 
conform to every injunction, which wisdom had 
dictated, and experience approved. 

No one was more skilful in detecting ; no one 
more prudent in managing those minuter springs 
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df action, which lie concealed from, or escape the 
eye of vulgar observers, than herself. 

That she was a rich possessor of the grace and 
spirit of prayer^ none who knew her could for a 
moment doubt ; she valued, and valued highly, 
though without being enslaved to the use of them, 
forms of prayer ; witness her affection, and even 
veneration for the liturgy of the Church ; and her 
esteem of, and almost habitual recurrence to Jenks* 
offices and forms of devotion. 

In secret, however, and frequently with her chil- 
dren and seiyants, and occasionally with others, she 
gave utterance to the holy aspirations of her s0ul^ 
unrestricted by any form, unassisted with any helpy 
but that of Him, who is emphatically styled ^< the 
Spirit of gnice and of supplication." 

Of her habitual feeling upon this subject, the 
writer is tempted to exhibit two specimens, both 
written in pencil by her own hand, and discovered 
only in time to be preserved from total obliteration. 
The first was found in the blank leaf of a small 
pocket Testament, and occasioned by the birth of 
the very son, to whom, some years after, by herself, 
unconscious as it seemed of the interesting docu- 
ment which it contained, it was presented — a memo- 
rial of maternal regard. It is dated 24th Augustj^ 
18 16, and was with some difficulty decyphered. 

* Again I have received richly the support and 
mercy of my Lord. O bind my heart, and future 
life, to Thee and to thy service for ever ! Sanctify 
this thy new and precious gift to us. Teach us, 
that we may be enabled, through thy grace^ to train 
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our child in the way wherein it ought to go. O 
adopt it, blessed Jesus ! into thy family on earth ; 
and may it be a partaker of eternal glory hereafter ! 
Amen.' 

May this striking recognition of a mother's 
gratitude, and memorial of affectionate interest in, 
and thoughts for his welfare, in the season of his 
own unconscious infancy, be imprinted on the 
youthful breast of him who is most concerned, as 
with an iron pen, and an indelible mark ! And may 
the solemn charge, <^ Be faithful unto death," also 
appended to this document by the sa^^ie baud, be 
as a talisman to guard him from ** sins of unfaith* 
fulness," that none such may cleave unto him ; and 
as his never-to-be-oblitei'ated watchword, in every 
hour of trial or peril ! 

The other specimen, which appears also in pencil, 
and in a blank leaf of her Book of Common Prayer, 
consists merely of a table of heads, with which, 
probably she was accustomed to refresh her 
momory, when she supplicated blessings, in the 
way of intercession, for her fellow-creatures. The 
list arranged by herself, stands in the following 
order. 

H usband — children — relations — friends : 

The church — the world : 

For Church — Home — and Foreign Societies : 

The Jews — Bible — Missions — ^Schools : 

The Bishops — Ministers : 

The sick— the prosperous — and afflicted : 

Those in error, darkness, temptation. 

May the writer be forgiven for expressing the 
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glow of satisfaction, which he instinctively felt, on 
the apparently casual discovery, in this list, of 
himself, as having enjoyed so prominent a place 
among those, for whom she interested herself before 
the throne of grace. He cannot doubt his own 
correctness in comprehending her's, with " the 
prayers of the righteous ; " nor can he consistently 
withhold his conviction of the eflScacy and preva- 
lency of prayers, offered, as her's were, in faith, 
and through the mediation of the great Intercessor. 
Perhaps it may be proper to add, that the implied 
predilection for, and preference given to the efforts 
for imparting to the Jews the blessings of the 
gospel, in the above list, are in perfect keeping 
with her frequently avowed sentiments on that 
head. 

She encouraged her children to anticipate the 
enjoyment which she herself experienced in prayer, 
as the most profitable and pleasant of all her duties ; 
the most delightful and exalting of all her privi- 
leges : no longer ago than the 21st of February 
last, her efforts to instil these feelings into the mind 
of one of her children, whose birth-day it was, have 
produced an impression, which, it is hoped, time 
will not efface ; her mother, as this child represents 
it, on that day conversed much with her upon 
prayer; she expressed her wonder, that any one 
should, and her ardent hope that none of her chil- 
dren ever would forget to pray, or pray without 
delight : * Never, she added, be surprised if at any 
time of the day, you find, or see roe upon my knees: 
I consider it, as paying a visit to my dearest, best 
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friend ; nothing gives me more comfort ; in nothidg 
I find so much real happiness.' In detailing this 
little anecdote, the child seemed to have insensibly 
infibibed something of the earnestness, and look, 
and solemn affectionate tone and manner with 
which she had herself been addressed ; the writer 
could almost imagine, that the words, when re- 
peated to him by her, had proceeded immediate!^ 
fropi the lips of the original speaker. 

Jn connection with the operations of divine grace, 
as they appeared in the manner in which she sus^ 
tanned her several relations, and discharged the 
respective duties of each, her habitually p€fti^en<ia/ 
frame of mind must not be overlooked. To ascribe 
any thing that could be called good to any source, 
but that extraneous one — the grace of God, would 
have been alike abhorrent to her piety, and revolt- 
ing to her humility. Consistent and uniform as 
her course ordinarily was ; exemplarily and usefully 
as she passed the even tenor of her life ; yet her 
views of her own personal interest in the Saviour, 
not unfrequently were clouded and overcast. Even 
to the last day, it was evident that she sighed for 
<* power to live by faith upon Christ and the divine 
promises." The writer, laboring as he did, and 
now. does, u^der a deep sense of his own comparative 
deficiency has sometimes been wounded, when, in 
contradistinction to a doubt, or, at least, hesitation, 
as to her own prospects, she has intimated a strong 
confidence in reference to himself: or when, like 
one «« writing bitter things against herself," she has 
insinuated the possibility of a final separation here- ' 
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after* And though, of Ute y^arsy and particularly 
sioce the loss of a very dear fnend,^ in the com- 
mencement of 1826, from whose dying lips she 
imbibed » much substantial encouragement and 
comfort, the gloom was in some measure dispersed; 
yet till the last bright scene of all, the general cast 
of her mind was to the side rather of fear than of 
hope. If such a distinction might be warranted, 
this was owing, not to a deficiency of trust in the 
Saviour ; no one could have more exalted thoughts 
than herself, of his glory and grace; but to an 
excess of self-distrust. 

And, indeed, nothing could be more humiliating 
than the idea, which an awakened, enlightened, and 
tender conscience continually presented to her, of 
iier own sinfulness. None more deeply bewailed 
than she did, the *« hidden evils of the heart ; " nor 
complained with more intensity of personal appli- 
cation — " When I would do good, evil is present 
with me." Nor should it be supposed, that be- 
tween this statement, and what has preceded or may 
follow it, there is the least inconsistency : the 
christian is stimulated to aspire after spiritual 
renovation, by the introspective view of himself, 
and the discovery of his native deformity : the more 
accurately he inspects, and vigilantly keeps his 
heart ; the more sensible he is, how little is due to 
himself; how much to grace : — of the immensity 
of his debt — and of his obligation ; the same law 
discovers the immeasurable extent both of sin, and 

^ See Sermon on the death of Mrs. E. Braithvraite. Seeley. 
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of duty; it leads to Christ first, as a Redeemer 
from its merited curse ; and, secondly, as a Purifier, 
by the operations of bis Spirit, to cleanse from all 
unrighteousness ; a deep sense of sin, is inseparable 
in the Christian, from a strong desire fordeliverance* 
When he is most pressed with a sense of his own 
weakness, he most diligently seeks, as in the instance 
here referred to, and most effectually obtains 
strength, «« in the grace which is in Christ Jesus." 
Had she been less humble, she would have been 
proportionably less holy. Of that honor which 
distinguishes the Christian, humility is the never- 
lailing precursor. In this view, it is instructive to 
remark, how pointedly in those confessions, whether 
out of Jenks' devotions, or others, which she was 
accustomed to use, every sentence expressive of the 
deepest contrition and penitence, has been singled 
out, and, as it were, appropriated. Not only in 
points of ordinary frailty and mfirmity, where her 
defects might be discernible to others ; but in points 
where, by the decision of jealous judges, she would 
have been both acquitted and applauded. Here she 
may be found bewailing the insensibility, of what 
. she calls * her cold, cold heart ; ' humbling her soul 
before God, for her sinful negligence— her little 
zeal — her failures and sins in all her relations; — 
condemning herself for not discharging her duty in 
any capacity, nor restraining others from commit- 
ting sin; — taxing herself with idleness in not laying 
to heart her own sins ; and ingratitude, in forsaking 
the blessed Bridegroom of her soul ; — the charge 
which she brings against herself, she styles a heavy 
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charge ; and combining, with the publican's peti- 
tion, the self-abasing acknowledgment of the 
Apostle, she not only asks, * Is there hope for so 
great and provoking a sinner as I am ? but cries, 
<< God be merciful to me, even unto me, the chief 
of sinners ! " 

Such is the detail of her closet : such was the 
penitential frame of her mind towards God ; and 
of which He alone, and her own heart were 
conscious. 

Faiths by disclosing to her view in the liveliest 
colors, the realities of the world unseen, and 
raising her above the visibilities of that which is 
temporal, was in her case, a steady and consistent 
principle of action : this guided her steps ; by faith 
she lived and walked : this confirmed and strength- 
ened her ; by faith she endured and persevered : 
this animated and sustained her to the end. In 
faith she conquered, and in faith, died. Her*8 was 
a faith admirably fitted for emergencies, rising 
always with the occasion, and most illustrious when 
the occasion was greatest. If the enemy gained an 
advantage, it was in some trivial and less consider-* 
able instance; here she seemed to be taken by 
surprise, and was sometimes astonished to find 
herself foiled, before even danger had been appre- 
hended. In greater instances she was always herself, 
and in those seasons, which were most trying, her 
faith shone with a lustre the most resplendent. It 
was not the patience, but the * heroism ' of Chris- 
tianity ; not the resignation only^ but the magnani- 
mity of the Christian. 
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The tiberoHiy and bauntijullkess of her spirit were 
a» extraordinaiy as the faith, with which they were 
so closely conjoiDed, and from which indeed they 
sprang. In all just demands upon her benevolence, 
and where the honor of God, and the. advancement 
and extension of the gospel were concerned, she 
was a perfect contrast to all that was penurious, 
selfish* and sordid ; her generosity was truly noble, 
and accompanied with a disregard of self, and of 
others more immediately connected with herself, 
quite unusual. 

Not only did she most entirely and readily par- 
ticipate in, and aid the benevolent intentions of 
others, to the utmost of her power, but she was 
herself ** a deviser of liberal things;" and never 
was there one^ on whom might be conferred more 
justly, the distinction of being called <« a cheerful 
giver." She habitually acted like one under the 
firm conviction of the truths *^ that it is more blessed 
to give, than to receive ; '* and never regarded as 
her own, that, out of which she had not first given 
« alms." Nothing was suifered to infringe upon 
what she called the unalienable rights of * God, 
and his poor.* And, if at any time the demand 
was more than usually large and urgent^ still she 
was accustomed to say, * What is so appropriated 
an^ bestowed, is committed into safe hands,' or, < it 
will all come back again.' In her breast, this 
canvicthttj grounded upon the sure promise of the 
word of God, was fixed and rooted as an article 
of faith. 

It is almost superfluous to say that the sick 



dbyGoogk 



75 

were instantly placed upon her list of pensioners ; 
thie convalescent supplied with such nourishment 
as they required ; while the aged received from her 
table, and commonly from her own hands, their 
daily allowance ; but it may not be irrelevant to 
add, that by thus carefully ascertaining and watch- 
fully anticipating the necessities of the poor ; she 
rescued them from the temptation, and spared them 
the degradation of soliciting relief, and in fact, within 
her sphere of action, begging was comparatively 
unknown. 

Even iti the roughest sketch, which at all approx- 
imated to resemblance^ in her character decision and 
promptness could not fail to be discerned, as dis- 
tinct, and leading features. 

The difficulties and perplexities of a case, it has 
already been observed, she instantly detected, and 
almost intuitively grasped ; and while others were 
still deliberating and at a loss, she had resolved, 
and was prepared to act. Nb fear of consequences, 
adr they might afiPect present ease, or, with those who 
were more cautious, her reputation— deterred her a 
moment from proceeding in the path chalked out 
by conviction. Her line of direction ran even and 
parallel with the line of duty ; and though her 
delicate bodily frame sometimes sustained a severe 
shock from the required effort, yet it was met and 
encountered with a determination not to be intimi- 
dated, and a reliance, in which she knew, she could 
never be mistaken. 

Under a recent and unanticipated trial, and while 
her mind was under its heavy pressure, she thus 

E 2 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



76 

expressed her feelings to a correspondent at a 
distance. ** God has been with us of a truth, but 
the billows over which we have sailed had very 
nearly dashed my poor bark to pieces. The pro- 
mises of God are our great support : ^' Lord, help 
me," is the little plank to which I cling." 

Much as she occupied her time and thoughts 
upon points of unquestionable, and the highest 
importance, she was by no means inobservant or 
regardless of appearances, in what was inferior, or 
merely external. In his house, his church, his 
grounds — ^in the improvements which she designed 
and executed, the writer of this feeble tribute 
traces her steps ; and she has left memorials of the 
elegance and the justness of her taste. Display 
and ostentation she abhorred, both as ill suited to 
her circumstances, and inconsistent with her pro- 
fession ; but where she presided, nothing was 
wanted that could conduce to personal comfort ; 
exact order was the result of the arrangements, 
which a delicate sense of propriety had first con- 
ceived and contrived. 

Only a few days before her illness, she had 
spent some hours in furnishing a plot of ground, 
bordering upon the church yard, with ornamental 
shrubs; and which plot had been enclosed and 
set apart, partly with this view, and partly to 
give work to unemployed laborers, at the com- 
mencement of the preceding severe winter. Here 
too, it is apprehended, through exposure to a 
keen air, the seeds of her fatal malady may bave 
been sown. On her return home on the same day. 
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having called upon an inyalid in one of the cottages, 
in answer to a remark made by the cottager upon 
the heavy affliction of a lady in the neighbourhood 
through the unexpected loss of her husband ; ^ with 
a strong expression of affectionate feeling for the 
writer, she replied, * I think, were I to be deprived 
of Aim, I could not remain at Acton, which in that 
case, would indeed become a painful place to me.' 
Little was it then apprehended, how soon her own 
removal would supersede this inquiry, or at least 
transfer it, for the consideration of the survivor. 
On the self-same day she had collected her usual 
Monday's party, and read to and with them. 
Exodus xiii. It comprises a memorial of the pass- 
over and of the promise to the people of God, of 
the guiding pillar of a cloud, and of fire. On the 
Wednesday of the same week, she read in her other 
party of females, Luke xix, a chapter also mem- 
orable for the narrative which it contains of the 
Saviour's pathetic lamentation over Jerusalem. 

The next day, Thursday, though very far from 
well, she made a long visit to her bereaved friend 
above mentioned, and of which that friend retains a 
lively and most grateful remembrance ; it was in- 
deed the visit of a truly Christian comforter. Being 
much indisposed, she was advised when she reached 
home, to lie down, and though nothing alarming 
was then apprehended ; or which would not yield to 
the common remedies for slight attacks, yet she 
chiefly kept her bed the two following days. Being 

^ The Rev. R. Kedington of Babergh, and late lamented 
Rector of Bradfield Combust, Suffolk. 
E 3 
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much interested ip, and deeply affected by the sor- 
rows she had witnessed in her late visity she felt 
anxious also about the sermon to be preached on 
the ensuing Sunday, before the afflicted family and 
friends of the deceased. The author, having men- 
tioned, among other texts which he had thought oi^ 
John xviii. 11. JTie cup which my Father ^ Sfc. 
' That,' she said, * most approves itself to me; dp 
let Mrs. K. have that.' 

Such was the origin of the sermon x>n the occasion 
of Mr. K's death, and which has since been printed. 
From the subject having been thus suggested* and 
the sermon read aloud by her bed-side, the^ di^ 
before, and preached on the very day, when she 
herself was taken alarmingly ill ; and above all, 
from the peculiar and most unexpected appropri- 
ateness of the whole to his own circuipstanteB ; the 
writer cannot but regard the text of that sermon as 
an ingredient kindly prepared by his heaveply 
Father, and infused, as it were beforehand^ into his 
^ own cup. 

On the morning of Sunday, March 14, she was 
much better, and had rested well. When he left 
her, her husband fully anticipated her speedy 
recovery ; and indeed she herself scarcely then gave 
up the idea of getting out that day. Alas ! the 
writer had scarcely commenced hi^ usual labors 
in the Sunday School, when he was summoned 
back. On attempting to rise, she had fainted^ and 
was now very seriously ill. Instant recourse was 
had to medical aid ; and when her husband, having 
remained with her till the last rnpm^t, before the 
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time of public worships expressed his deep regret 
on seeing her so ill, and bis grief that he could not 
continue in attendance upon her^^'Fott must not»' 
she said firmly ; and then very solemnly, * but 
your Master will.' After service, when he hastened 
back, she was in considerably less pain ; the effort 
to reduce inflammation by bleeding had partially 
succeeded, yet the author being kindly apprised 
of the dangerous nature of her com plaint, could 
not conceal it from her : * I am aware of it,' she 
observed, * but, though I am very ill, I think I 
shall recover.' On Monday all the symptoms were 
hopeful ; the quiet, however, which was absolutely 
essential, precluded all attempts at conversaticm. 
On Tuesday inflammatory appearances were again 
indicated ; and for their reduction, the same haz- 
ardous, bat indispensable means were employed; 
and not, this time, with the same success. Of 
course she was now greatly enfeebled.; and conver* 
sation, as before, was out of the question. AH that 
was left to her afflicted family, was tositand watAi 
by, and pray for her. When she spoke, both on 
Tuesday and Wednesday^ it was in a faint voice, 
though without agitation or anxiety of any kind. 

The narrative which has been brought down to 
this period^ might here be closed, by embodying 
into it some recollections of the last twenty-lour 
hours, written while the various circumstances were 
fresh upon his own mind ; and while his memory 
could be assisted, and his statement confirmed, by 
the testimony of those, who were present; and io* 
deed immediately subsequent t& the event* 
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On reflection, the writer of these Tecoliections 
feels less disposed to incorporate them into this 
general sketch, than to subjoin them, as an inde- 
pendent record, at the close. Conceiving, that 
though a detail so minute, cannot but be interesting 
to the family and intimate friends of the deceased ; 
to others, it might perhaps be tedious. 

In this place, therefore, it may suffice to say that 
after several fluctuations in her bodily, and. the 
most satisfactory evidences of her mental state, 
she breathed her last very early on the morning of 
Friday, March 19. 

The gloom occasioned by her death not only 
overspread the village, but extended far beyond it. 
Not only was her own house, the house of unaffected 
lamentation and mourning ; but in every house 
the feeling was, as if in that house also, one was 
dead. To the writer himself, the chief mourner, all 
his parishioners acted upon the sad occasion like 
those, who felt not only ybr him, but with him. 

It comported most with his idea, and as he be- 
lieved, with hers whom he had lost, that the last 
oflices should be performed with the least possible 
ceremony. Not to have performed them with all 
possible respect, would have been equally unjust 
to her memory, and grating to his own feelings. 

The funeral was purposely a private one, and the 
hour of interment fixed at eight in the morning 
of March 24. The body was borne by eight 
laboring men of the parish, who not only knew 
her value, but it is hoped, the value of her prin- 
ciples ; and followed by her four sons, and the only 
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one of their uncles ^ who was able to attend, and all 
the domestics. — The same kind friend, who after- 
wards preached the funeral sermon, performed the 
ceremony. 

To the author's surprise, and, he must own, 
melancholy satisfaction, the affecting service was 
however, attended by all his flock. The sorrowful 
train was met in different points ; and the church 
filled at that early hour, not with curious, indifferent, 
and vacant gazers, and lookers on ; but with genuine 
weeping mourners. 

This expression of sympathy was the more 
gratifying, as it was manifestly spontaneous. The 
author sensibly perceived, how far he was from 
being solitary in his grief. It was not only a 
bereaved husband mourning over a deplored wife ; 
it was a bereaved parish mourning for a lamented 
mother. Even the tradesmen, whom if interest fails 
to make indifferent, yet custom at least reconciles 
to such scenes of distress ; in this instance, be it 
remembered to their honor, received and executed 
their orders, with abundant and unforced tears, and 
the most evident tokens of heartfelt sorrow and 
concern. To be served by none but the affectionate, 
hunible, and grateful friends of the departed, was 
one item of the author's comfort in his affliction, 
and even now is cheering in the sweet remembrance. 
The strict order and stillness during the whole 
scene added to its solemnity, and the same might 
be observed of the service, when the following 
sermon was delivered ; though the church was 
crowded even to excess, yet there was not the 
E 5 
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slightest disturbance. Those who could not be 
accommodated with sittings, endure.d the fatigijie, 
without even seeming to feel it, of standing. 

And now the scene is closed, and the curtain 
of the stage of life dropped, once for all, and for 
ever. The prescribed part is done ; and she has 
finished welU Many anxiously wished to retain 
her. During the short season of her illness .pi^^yer 
without ceasing was n^de. for her recoveryt To 
some her lo^js is quite irreparable,. She is go^etop 
in the prime of life, and when both capable of, and 
actively engaged, nay increasingly diligent in, her 
Lord's work; and the stroke on the survivors for 
this reason falls the heavier : but God forbid that 
any thought should be admitted or indulged, in- 
consistent with entire acquiescence, in, and perfect 
submission to his holy and most righteous will I 
Under similar embarrassing. circuQistances, she 
herself would have argued — these are the very 
words she once used, when sharply tried — * this is a 
great occasioii ; it calls for great faith ; be iiot dis* 
couraged ; good will come of it.' Heavily pressed 
as he has been, and is, the author willingly accede9 
to the truth, though he has hitherto failed to derive 
the full benefit of this argument. May his f;sdth 
rise to his own great occasion, and ^* g^Qod come " 
of that, the first aspect of which, was, forbiddii;ig 
and threatening ! 

His prayer is, that God would grant to him^lf 
and to all his readers grace to sanctify their allotted 
trials ; and to those in particular, who ^re called to> 
endure the severer pai^g of conjugal separation^ tb^ 
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consolation which he enjoys with regard to the 
object of his regret ; and finally, remembering the 
rapidly approaching end, may grace be vouchsafed 
both to the reader and the writer of this memoir, so 
to follow the good example of her who is departed, 
in her unslothful diligence^ stedfaat Jidtk, and in- 
vincible patience ; that with her, after this painful 
life is ended, they may inherit the promises ! ' 
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RECOLLECTIONS 

OF THE LAST TWENTY-FOUR HOURS. 



March l8fA, 18dO« Thursday before day-break. — 
My dear wife had spent a night of much bodily 
suffering; yet when, very early, I inquired how 
she was ? * I thmkf* she replied, * better,* About 
six, I asked again : ^ Now,' she said, < I do feel 
decidedly better; scarcely any pain— the tendei*- 
ness almost gone. Thank God, I am sensibly 
better.* Sitting by her, I took up Jenks' Prayers, 
her favorite book of devotion, I observed : * You 
know this book well ; shall I pray with you out 
of it?' * Yes, I should like it.' 'Perhaps,' I 
added, « you yourself will choose one of the prayers.' 
She instantly named * The one for power to live by 
faith upon Christ and his divine promises.' It 
contains a long and affecting expression of the soul's 
sense of its extreme need of a Saviour, and desire 
to be filled with his all-sufficiency. I went through 
the whole, my beloved and patient sufferer cordially 
uniting with me, and closing with a hearty and 
solemn ' Amen.' After this she seemed very happy, 
was quite cheerful, and almost joyous; but her 
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buoyancy and briskness of spirits alarmed and 
dispirited me ; and I coald not restrain my tears. 
* Why,' she said, ' do you make yourself uneasy ? 
You see I am better ? I seem to myself almost 
well, and have this morning quite an appetite : do 
you think I might take some nourishing food ? ' 

« I am afraid,' I said, • till I consult Mr. M , 

our medical adviser. With his approbation, I shall 
rejoice to see you partake of it.' At this moment 
came a kind inquiry from her afflicted neighbour at 
Babergh : « O do tell Mrs. Kedington I am much 
better to-day.' I followed the servant down stairs, 
fearing that such an answer would convey a delu- 
sive expectation, and expressed my own unabated 
anxiety and apprehension. In the mean time, she 
pressed so hard for food, that a small quantity was 
brought, and she took it with devout thankfulness, 
but with an eagerness so unusual, that I rejoiced 
with trembling. * This,' she said, * does me good ; 
it quite strengthens me ; not the least acidity,' (this 
had been very troublesome the day before) * nor 
any thing unpleasant.' To an old faithful servant, 
who had crept into the room to inquire after her, 
she said, * I am so much better I ' < I fear,' he 
replied, * you may perhaps think yourself better, 
ma'am, than you really are.' * No,' she said again, 
^ I think I am not mistaken.' Between eight and 

nine Mr. M arrived, was generally pleased with 

all the symptoms, and expressed a sanguine hope. 
His opinion so far confirmed her own, that my 
heavy load seemed a little to lighten, though my 
mind misgave me still. With Mr. M.'s. sanction 
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the took nounshment more fveeiy ; and Inr the- hope 
that a more complete 9tste of qaiet noight induce 
sleep, I left her with an affectionate and assiduous 
attendant. « In my absence, after aboa<t an hottr'« 
restlessness, she slept composedly for some time^ 
and awoke free from pain or any uneasy symptom 
whatever. When I resumed, her manner was that 
of a person in heakh : she was cheerful, and even . 
playful; she rallied me upon mydejeeted looks^ 
and was evidently: intent t to dissipate a ^ief which 
I could not shake oS, 

On one occasion, as if upon; a sudden thought; 
she broke a period of silence, by asking me the day 
of the month. Having named March 18, * Then,' 
she went on, < to*morrow will be the day on which 
my own dear mother died^ and so nearly too at 
my own age! she was forty*five, and so should I 
be the 15th of next month/ Such a co-incidence^ 
suggested too at such a moment, was little likely to 
allay my fears. In truth, I was quite overcome^ 
and rem»ned silent, and she adverted to the subject 
no more. On re*considering the wholes it appears 
to me she must have hady at least £A6», if not earlier; 
a realizing impression of the < neamesit - of deaths 
While her unalterable regard to truth- would not 
allow her to conceal what she sensibly fdt, heraffec* 
tion for me impelled her^ as.&r as she consastently 
could, to consult for my comforts 

Generally throughont the day she . was in the 
same, happy composui^^ thoi^gh evidently incapable 
of much conversation, and not anxioas to see any 
one,, except myself, and those who were constantly 
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in attendance upon her* With pennission, she took 
in the course. of the d%fi such food as might. have 
been thought proper for a: oonvalesicent, and wi4h 
apparent appetite; expressing alwaj^s the same ease 
from pain» and. herself forward to. reply 4o evei:y 
fresh message of kind inquiry''— ^ Decidedly better^ 
thank God!' But there was a quickoesa and 
inquisitivenesS) in noticing every wcurd asd look, 
^nd eveu whisper, of those about her, which kept 
me in a state of constant alarm. Surveying- the 
cfaambery she directed that the little common equips 
ments of a sick room, that had been used, or might 
not be wanted, as phials, glasses, .&c. should all be 
removed, alhd every thing else be placed and kept 
in its usu^l exact order. She desised that the 
window blind might be drawn up. Externally all 
was bright, quite suited to the brightness, of her 
internal state and prospects Looking towards the 
window, she seemed to- be precisely in the fraaie of 
mind which dictated the words, <* Truly light is 
sweet, and a pleasant thing it is to bdv^d the.sun.'* 
That sun was soon .to set, and, as it proved, to her 
for the last -time. The lamp of her precious life 
wQS even then emitting its expiring gleam. At 
dinner, against, her. wish that 1 should join the 
family below, I remwned with her. .* God,' I said, 
has been very gracious in preparing a table for us ; 
and were it his will, how happy should I be, might 
we still be permitted to share, his earthly bounties 
together ! On her continuing silent, « 6ii^,' I went 
on, * there is a better table prepared above^' * O 
yes,' she aaid ; « God grant,' I added, < that you 
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and I may meet together there. * I trusty* she 
replied, * we shall.* She was particularly attentive 
to my wants, and quite anxious that nothing of my 
usual meal should be abridged, on account of my 
presence with her. Not long after, about six p. M. 
frightful symptoms appeared of faintness and ex- 
haustion ; she felt herself sinking, and so very 
fast, that she earnestly craved some stimulant. 
From the dread of doing harm by violating our 
prescribed rules, myself and her eldest son were 
made very miserable at that moment, by her urgent 
entreaty for what we apprehended there might be 
danger in giving. We instantly despatched a 
messenger in search of our medical friend, and in 
the mean time ventured to administer a few drops 
only, of brandy, diluted in a wine-glass of water. 
Mr. M. very speedily was at her bedside, and after 
examination, frankly gave me to understand, that 
the case had taken a most unfavorable turn. In 
fact gangrene had commenced, and there was 
nothing, or next to nothing to be hoped, and little 
to be done. Stimulants, now indispensable, were 
freely supplied, and anodynes, by which she felt in 
some degree strengthened. < Thank God, I am 
revived, this has done me good. I am better, but 
still very faint.' At this period, soon after seven 
o'clock, I seized the first opportunity I had of 
apprising her, in what a critical state she was. She 
heard me without any discomposure at all ; the 
subject seemed as if it had been long familiar. All 
she 8aid was, ^ I know it, but am too weak and 
exhausted just now to converse.' At this period 
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too, commenced a scene which in the review is 
truly animating and consoling. For about the 
space of four hours, she enjoyed what appeared to 
be light slumbers; the effect, no doubt, in part 
of the remedies for the fainting and exhaustion ; 
duiing these, her mind seemed to be filled and 
occupied with delightful contemplations ; when any 
one approached, though with a step ever so noise- 
less, * O,' she said, * I have enjoyed so sweet a sleep, 
I am so refreshed, I do not think I awoke once ; 
do not let me be disturbed.' This, in similar terms, 
and with a look expressive of the most pious grati- 
tude, she repeated again and again ; sometimes to 
one, sometimes to another, but still quite observant 
of the least motion or whisper. Mr. M. remained 
several hours in the house, and begged that she 
might not be interrupted by conversation ; when 
occasionally he went up, she always expressed 
herself to the same effect, and though her body was 
manifestly conflicting with death, her countenance 
was the image of perfect peace, and serene tranquil 
enjoyment. 

Independently of what was so much more impor* 
tan t, the grace and even elegance of her manners, at 
such a time and under such circumstances, could not 
but forcibly strike the by-standers. Once when 
Mr. M. felt her pulse, which he did without having 
apprised her of his intention, she casually withdrew 
the hand, and raised it to her head ; conscious in the 
instant of what she had done, she returned it, 
adding, with inimitable sweetness, <I beg your 
4)ardon, Sir.' Afterwards, when she asked a second 



dbyGoogk 



90 

time for some refreshment^ < I am afraid^' skesaid, 
.* you will think me indelicate, in asking for it 
again so soon ;' and at a still later period of that 
memomble night, looking round on us, she said, in 
the same considerate spirit, and with the same 
indescribable placidity and kindness, < I Am grieved 
to see you all standing,' 

After midnight, when I was satisfied that she 
was less disposed to sleep» if that might be called 
sleep, which to • us rather appeared like a quick 
succession of delightful visions flitting before her 
mind ; I began a direct conversation upon her 
presenrt state, -and impending dissolution; I was 
soon convinced that she was fully awace, and happy 
and joyful in the prospect, of the certain and near 
event. I asked her if she .felt pain ? — * None, 
whatever.' * Can I do any thing for your comfort ? ' 
— 7< I want none, I have every comfort ; " Gad is 
love.'** I may add, that the sentiment of that 
short text had frequently been a grateful and 
pleasing one to us both, in a brighter day : * Is 
your mind quite at rest ?' — * It is.' 

These replies were nmde with an air of genuine- 
ness and satisfaction ; and with a spirit of happy 
composure, which never altered, except when ob<- 
serving our tears, she expressed her surprise^ 
intreating us to desist, and adding, ^ it depresses 
me.' I repeated Psalm xxiii. and the feeling there 
expressed, was. in perfect unison with her own at 
that moment. In every way by voice and gesturei 
she attested it. Upon the passage^ '^ Yea, though 
I walk through the valley," &c« I said, ^ God, I 
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hope, will carry you through, and me alsQ.' ' Yes,' 
she said, with strong emphasis, ^ He will ; He will 
carry m£ through, He will carry w^both through.' 
On referring to Psalm xxvii* it was equally evident 
that her mind was alive to the reviving conviction 
that *' the Lord was her light and her salvation." 
While, in adverting to Psalm li. I discovered as 
clearly the workings of penitence, as 1 had before 
observed the actings of faith* In reference to the 
promises, Isaiah Ixiii. 2. <* When thou passes^ 
through the waters," &c. and Isaiah Ixi. 10, << Fear 
not for 1 am with thee," &c. she said, * He is with 
me now, I have not a doubt of it.' I began our 
Lord's discourse, John xiv. ^< LH not your heart 
be troubled,^ &;c. repeating the former verses of that 
chapter. She respond^ as I went on, by some 
appropriate remarks upon each verse. Alluding 
to a text upon which I had preached only the pre- 
ceding Sunday, when I had uttered '' The cup 
which my Father hath given me," she stopped me, 
with « Yes/' ^^ and shall I not drink itf' On 
reminding her of that soul-sustaining declaratiopi 
<^ Christ is all," she replied by reputing the two 
following lines : 

Thou, O Christ, art all T want I 
All I want, in Thee I find. 

And whatever passage of scripture 1 presented to 
her contemplation, .or short scriptural prayers, as 
*< Hold thou me up," — " Hold up my goings," — 
or the several petitions of the Lord's prayer, she 
was in every instance forward and ready to antici- 
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pate the conclusioiiy apprehend the meaning, and 
appropriate the consolation; once when I said 

* His is the kingdom,' < Yes,' she instantly re- 
joined, < and His, the glory.' I reminded, her 
of a sermon from which she had derived great con- 
solation, and which she had heard about two 

months before at L , upon the text, <* Lord, 

help me," Matt. xv. 25. In health she had almost 
wished for an opportunity of acknowledging to the 
preacher* ' personally, her obligations for the benefit 
which he had been the instrument of imparting ; 
the mention of this in the present crisis, quite 
animated and cheered her ; her countenance beamed 
with delight. Smiling most benignantly, she said, 

* Lord, help Thou me ' — and with a look significant 
of the sweetest affection and tenderness, she put 
forth one hand to me, and the other to her son ; 
alternately grasping the hand of each, and so appa- 
rently replete with happiness,' that I could not for- 
bear saying, ^* Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord, for they reat from their labors," < and 
soon,' I added, < you will rest from your's ; ' to 
which, with an almost celestial glow of radiant 
satisfaction, she signified her assent. In the idea 
of her speedy participation with the blessed in the 
*^ new song which is sung before the throne," I said, 
< You used to think your slender ability to sing in 
the church below, a defect ; that will be removed 
where you are going.' « It will,' she replied. 

^ The Rev. Mr. Scoresby, Minister of the Manners' Church, 
Liverpool. 
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The 19th of March was already begun, and no 
• doabt could remain of the correctness of her pre- 
sentiment ; but between one and two o'clock, the 
event had nearly been hastened. Having asked for 
some refreshment, when it was brought, without 
waiting for assistance, and with an effort quite beyond 
her small remains of strength, she raised herself 
upon the bed .: at this instant death seemed to have 
her for his lawful prey ; her face, her features 
acquired the mortal hue, and I involuntarily ex- 
claimed, ** let us commend her departing spirit into 
her Saviour's hands." The words were scarcely 
uttered, before she had fallen back on the pillow 
into her former position, and gradually she revived. 
After repeating from the commendatory prayer 
out of the ofiice for the sick, " O Almighty God, we 
humbly commend the soul of this thy servant, into 
thy hands, as into the hands of a faithful Creator, and 
most merciful Saviour: May it be precious in thy 
sight, wash it in the blood of that immaculate Lamb 
that was slain to take away the sin of the world, 
and — all its defilements contracted in the midst of 
this miserable and wretched world, through the 
lusts of the flesh, or the wiles of Satan, being purged 
and done away — may it be presented pure and 
without spot before Thee ! " I said, * I fear you 
were in great pain just now ;' < not at all,' she said 
with the same cheerfulness as before, * not in the 
least.' Once, some time after, she was just about 
to raise herself in the same way ; but perceiving it, 
we checked her, and she seemed to apprehend the 
reason ; her countenance, however, never again quite 
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recotered its natural form, and it was evident, that 
the by us dreaded, and by her desired moment was 
at hand. Besides the portions of scripture and 
prayers, I repeated several hymns, suited to her 
present exigence, and which I knew to have been 
precious to her, in the future, though, (as then I 
fondly persuaded myself,) more distant prospect of 
her departure : I refer to theni according to their 
respective numbers in our church selection.' 

No. 54. Heaven is our promis'd, purchas*d home, &c. 

89 O that my ship were safe on shore, Sec. 

98 Nothing, Lord, have I to bring, &c. 
152 Jesus, I cast my soul on thee, &c. 
158 With joy we meditate the grace, &c. 

I also repeated a verse from Doddridge^s 
Hymns. 

What if death my sleep invade. 
Should I be of death afraid ? 
Whilst encircled by thine arm, 
Death may strike, but cannot harm. 

She was perfectly apprehensive of the sentiments 
in, and susceptible of the design of, every thing 
that I repeated or said to her, and in the hymns 
generally followed, or alternated with me in the 
repetition, frequently, and as far as strength would 
allow, making, or closing with, some remark of her 
own, I begged her to leave with us her blessing ; 
she paused, as if with her mind's eye, glancing 
over the numerous individuals for whom she had 
been accustomed to invoke the highest blessing, 

^ Sfee Psalms ahd Hymns. Selected and revised for public, 
iooial^ family, and secret devotion. Published by Seeleys. 
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%ud at length said with much eolemmty and sweet- 
ness, ^ God bless you, and bks6 you oily through 
Jesus Christ. Amen.' ^ 

Her senses were continued till within a short 
period of her death ; her last articulate words were 
* Amen, even so,' — no doubt supplying mentally, 
what she had not power to utter; even jo, come 
Lord Jesus / after this, between four and five in 
the morning, she became less and less conscious : 
for a short space her body seemed to be in great 
distress: there was no external strog<gle, nor vio- 
lent motion, but a continued moaning; the effect, 
as it is believed, of bodily suffering. She was then, 
however, not aware of our attention and sympathy, 
nor of the anguish we felt on her account; by 
degrees all subsided into placid stillness ; the bit- 
terness of death seemed to be past; her inspirations 
became gentle and soft, as in a state of peaceful 
repose; just about five minutes before five, she 
partially opened her lips, which, from the time 
when she ceased to speak, had been kept shut; 
I could almost imagine she intended to repeat her 
last words, * Amen, even so, come !' but nothing 
could be distinctly caught by the ear : it was my 
own melancholy office, gently to close her eyes, 
and I had scarcely done it, when, without sigh 
or struggle, she herself closed her lips, and ex- 
pired : — [Missed into the world of spirits, and to 
join the spirits of the just, among whom she now 
exults before the Lambf whom for many, many 
years, she had ardently loved, undoubtingly trus- 
ted, and faithfully and diligently served. 



dbyGoogk 



96 

May her bereaved and disconsolate survivor, who 
amidst the gloom of his cloudiest, darkest day, has 
found a few moments of relief, and mournful satis- 
faction^ in retracing and recollecting the foregoing 
particulars, be disposed and enabled by the grace 
which shone so brightly in her, to follow Aer, as she' 
did Christ: May he too, and all the children for 
whom she so incessantly prayed, and whom she so 
carefully admonished and instructed, each in the 
appointed time, '^ die the death of the righteous, 
and may their last end be like her's ! " 

J. B. 

March 22, 1830. 



INSCRIPTION DESIGNED FOR HER TOMB, 

End, dread-inspiring King, the mortal strife, 
Now let the spirit spring to endless life ; 
And, till the resurrection of the just, 
Take, consecrated earth, thy mortal trust ! 
All that remains of mother, wife, and friend, 
Belov'd, depl6r*d, desir'd : — retain, defend; 
Till by the trump, which shakes the earth and skies, 
The dead in Christ are rousM, and first shall rise ; 
Then may her children, husband, friends, awake. 
In her Lord's likeness, and her bliss partake ; 
Followers below of Jesus whom she lov'd ; 
Above by Jesus own*d, in Him approved* 
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EXTRACTS 
FROM MRS. B/s CORRESPONDENCE ; 

WITH OCCASIONAL REMARKS, 



Since the first publication of this little work, its 
Author has been favored with the sight of several 
letters written by his beloved wife, previous, and 
subsequent to her marriage. Had they reached 
him. in time, it would have given him satisfaction 
to have grafted them into it. 

As it is — a new edition being called for, the 
following extracts will furnish those who have taken 
an interest in the subject of the original narrative 
with fresh data, in making their estimate of a cha- 
racter, for its consistent and exemplary piety, worthy 
to be known and imitated. 

With the interesting autographs before him, and 
in the act of transcribing, the question has more 
than once suggested itself^^ Could I justify what 
I am doing to the dear departed ? ' And here the 
Author candidly owns, that had any such design 
entered his own mind, or been submitted to the 

F 
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writer of these letters during her lifetime he can 
have DO hesitation in asserting, that to the very 
utmost she would have resisted any disclosures of 
the kind. 

Though, occasionally, in the habit of committing 
her thoughts to paper, yet the letters just before 
her marriage to himself (from which extracts have 
been given in the Memoir) are the only manuscripts 
of her own, within reach, that she spared from the 
fire; and these — because, perhaps, she regarded 
them, less her own, than his to whom they were 
originally addressed. 

May not, however, the Author, in his own vindi- 
cation, and in reply to the suggested query, allege 
a diMinction between what would undoubtedly 
have been her decision fAeit, and what might be 
presumed to be her allowance nvw. Were the 
appeal praclicable, might she not be supposed, 
upon a point of private and individoal feeling, to 
be less sensitive, and even to be anxious — though 
in a way which would then have been i^ensive to 
her humble and unaspiring thoughts — ^to widen 
the sphere of her usefulness ; to be an instrument, 
by any means, after ber decease, to ** give ardor to 
virtue, and confidence to truth." 

Were it not the Author's firm coBvictioa, that, 
m making public some portion of a private corre- 
spondence, he was subserving the cause which she 
zealously espoused ; were he not persuaded, that in 
^8 instance, he was doing what, in a similar one, 
she would have, if not directly sanctioned, at 
least forgiven, he would restrain his rash pen, and 
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forbemr. But under this conviction^ and influenced 
by this persuasion, these extracts— the genuine 
productions of a mind by nature not unfurnished* 
by culture improTed and matured, and by grace 
richly endowed — are put into the reader's hand» 
with one fervent petition — That he may be bene- 
fited — ^and that God in her may be glorified ! 



1. LETTERS WRITTEN PREVIOUSLY TO THE 
PERIOD OF MARRIAGE. 

Among these, some have been preserved, strik- 
ingly illustrative of the change in the writer's 
opinions and habits ; which occurred, as it appears, 
in the summer of the year 1808, and the twenty- 
third of her life. They are addressed to one whose 
name must not be mentioned: — who desows no 
testimony of his labor of love, like that hereaffi>rded« 
nor ** thirsts for human praise," but whose record 
is on high. 



— -** While I make my acknowledgments to 
yoursdf, let me not forget who is the great Original 
of that comfort I find in your letters. You have 
been made, through the grace of God, an mstrument 
of much consolation to my afflicted soul ; and, O 
what delight would it afPord me ! if I thought I 
could in the smallest degree promote the eternal 

F 2 
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interests of your's. Mach may be done by earnest 
prayer, and true faith in Christ : at the foot, then, 
of the cross, day and night, will 1 recommend you 
to his mercy. How very wonderful and mysterious 
are the secret workings of providence ! Only look 
back upon the last month of my existence : — many 
moments have indeed been those of extreme wretch- 
edness; I have felt all you describe, and a day 
seldom passes that I do not still continue heavily 
laden and oppressed ; but I know and believe it is 
in mercy I am thus afflicted. And God grant that 
this work, now beginning in my soul, may be made 
more and more perfect, until the coming of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It is necessary I 
should be brought to a thorough knowledge of my 
own vileness, and the great need I have of that 
blessed Redeemer who suffered and died for us all. 
And if Christ was made a sacrifice for all, then in 
that all am I numbered ; and what returns have I 
made for this inexpressible instance of compassion 
and mercy ? Tremble, O my heart, at the con- 
fession ! I have daily been " crucifying the Son of 
God afresh," and after such ingratitude and re- 
bellion, can I hope still for pardon and acceptance ? 
Yes, I will hope, even against hope, that through 
the merits of Christ my sins may be blotted out. 
Well might David exclaim, << Lord ! what is man, 
that thou art mindful of him!" but especially 
Whai am /, that he should so regard me, a poor 
helpless, and disobedient sinner ? Yes, how can I 
ever declare what the Lord has done for my soul — 
that pearl of inestimable value, which I was casting 
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away ! How rapidly was I hasteDing to the brink 
of destruction ! had not the almighty arm of God 
been outstretched to save and defend me, . . . .What 
a melancholy picture do I behold, in taking a 
retrospective view of my past life! how lost in 
vanities and follies ! how have my foolish affections 
been placed on those things which pass away, and 
come not again ! It is a cause of great concern and 
uneasiness to my mind, when I find what I really 
am, and feel what I ought to have been. And Oh, 
may our Heavenly Father not only convince me 
of my sins, but strengthen me, for the time to 
come^ against every temptation. I think I may 
venture to say, my mind is quite weaned from the 
pleasures and pastimes of this world* Instead of 
finding any interest in partaking of them, I feel 
a degree of impatience I cannot express, to avoid 
them. 

*« The little prayer has already been sent up to 
the throne of grace. I do not regard it as one of the 
least of the mercies I now receive, that the 
Almighty has raised me up a christian friend to 
instruct and pray for me ; though I feel my own 
unworthiness to ask it, may I beg for a continuance 
of these favors." 

II. 

^< Grateful indeed is the word of comfort in a 
time of affliction. 

** Sometimes the feelings are beyond the power 
of expression : such are mine at this moment ! 

F 3 
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O cohtinQe to ttiiviae and pray for one orarw helmed 
with a deep sense of guilt and misery." 

III. 

'* Wliat apology can I make for my inability to 
write upon serious things? I am deeply sensible 
of my very great nnworthiness, and you have 
already had many ppoofs of my extreme ignorance 
in spiritual matters ; an ignorance much increased 
by an abuse of the means of grace, which though 
long and repeatedly offered, I have shamefully 
refused to embrace. 

" O, had the many sheets of paper, which my 
idle pen has filled in recounting the vanities of my 
life, been devoted to better purposes ; perhaps my 
letters now might do some honor to the dear and 
sacred cause of religion ; had I been as conversant 
with my God, as I have been with the world, then> 
indeed, I should now write with more comfort : 
as it is, I go on with fear and trembling, and when 
I err, I do intreat you in charity to correct me. 

*« I am indeed a very young pupil in the school of 
Christ, where I find many things rather di^iearten- 
ing ; but I must remember it is my aum faulty that 
these trials have not been already surmounted. 

" I find much comfort from the assurance that 
the doubts and fears which I mentioned are by no 
means uncommon ; for I have been disposed more 
than once to think my own case, a single one. The 
views of my own sinful and corrupted state appear 
so dreadful, that I can scarcely suppose any one 
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equally guilty, aod when I consider the present 
state of other Christians, and compare it with what 
/ 4ni, it seems almost impossible that there could 
ever have been the shadow of a resemblance between 
them and mjselE 

^ I feel grateful for encouragement, though in 
this you must deal very cauHously : I am too frail 
to bear much consolation ; most earnestly do I 
pray that I may possess more humility, and a 
stronger faith. 

*' Extreme vanity and self-righteousness are the 
rocks upon which my unhappy bark has split : — 
Yes, it is a melancholy truth, I have long had the 
presumption to think I was living the life of a 
Christian ; I really fancied my actions were pleasing 
in the sight of heaven. And why did I then so 
falsely err ? Because I worshipped the god of this 
world* The applause of men flattered my vaii^ 
and wicked imagination, and in gaining their good 
word — I thought nothing wanting to make me 
what 1 ought to be ; but blessed be God ! X am 
at last roused from this spiritual death ; my own 
vileness follows me by day and by night, and as 
the sense of this increases, so does my apprehension 
of the holiness and justice of Crod. 

** Those who have tasted the Lord's goodness 
and mercy can form some idea of what I would say, 
if I were able ; but words are too feeble to express 
what is done for my soul. 

** I have taken, as you directed me, a compara- 
tive view of my present situation, and what it was 
a few months Imck. 1 certainly think very differ- 



dbyGoogk 



104 

ently now from what I then thought, both in 
temporal and eteroal concerns ; my heart and 
affections were centered in the former^ but the chain 
is mapti and 1 desire now to know only the Lord 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. Events which 
heretofore created much interest have lost their 
attraction ; and I plainly see how absurd it is to 
trust in << the things that perish ! " No, I am now 
looking for more durable riches, for an inheritance 
in heaven. To acquire this, I must pass through 
much tribulation ; but I will pray that my faith 
may be strengthened, aud with faiths what difficulty 
of body or mind may not be overcome ? 

<< We are assured, God does not ujtlBngly afflict ; 
and if he chastens, it is in justice and compassion. 
If he were extreme to mark what is done amiss, 
what would . become of me f My iniquities are of 
crimson dye; but in the fountain of my Redeemer's 
blood, I hope to be washed and purified. O pray 
for me, that I may indeed become a new creature. 

*< There is one thing which strikes me very 
forcibly now ; I always felt much when I witnessed 
the sufferings of my fellow-creatures, and even an 
impatience to relieve them ; and yet when I was 
accustomed to read of my Saviour's agonies and 
of his bleeding upon the cross, why did my hard 
heart seem as if it refused to soften ? Was not this 
grievous guilt ? " 

Such was the severity of the sentence which in 
this period of mental conflict and recollection. Miss 
L. passed upon herself; in reviewing too a course 
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which the judgment of this world pronounced to be 
not merely innocent and unexceptionable, but ex- 
emplary and even religious. 

An authority however not to be questioned has 
reminded us, that what men value very highly, the 
unerring Judge may lightly esteem; neither in 
matters of religion must we employ the world's 
standard, take its estimate, nor rely upon its 
decision. 

Respecting the light which discovered to this 
young convert, obliquities in herself before unper« 
ceived, and upon which she so severely comments, 
should it be asked whence it sprang ? the property 
of divine truth to elicit and make manifest the 
hidden things of darkness and error, leaves us at no 
loss for a reply. 

The prayer « Open thou mine eyes," believingly 
offered, will soon be followed by the willing and 
grateful acknowledgment of praise, << The entrance 
of thy word giveth light." 

The somewhat difficult point of the degree of 
conformity to the world's customs allowable to the 
Christian is next canvassed. The author is not 
aware of any rule of general application, preferable 
to the one adopted by the amiable and conscientious 
writer. It is evident that for some one act of con- 
formity her heart smote her so sharply, that her 
sympathising correspondent felt at liberty to apply- 
to the wound the balm of consolation. 
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IV. 

** I ought to be very grateful, and I trust I atn 
so for your candid opinion ; but it would be deceiv- 
ing you to say my mind is quite satisfied. You 
know, you used to accuse me of a little obstinacy ; 
this failing always accompanies ignorance, and to 
both these errors I am willing to impute my differ- 
ing with you upon this subject. 

" There is every reason why / should speak with 
diffidence in religious matters ; and when I presume 
to do it at all, it is from an earnest desire to have 
my judgment corrected by friends whose experience 
is so much greater than my own. 

" It is a duty, you say, « to conform, to the cus» 
toms of tJie worldf when we can conscientiousfy : ' 
but ought /not scrupulously to avoid such com- 
pliances, if the dictates of my conscience forbid the 
use of them ? It was acting in opposition to this con- 
viction which occasioned the distress and mortifica- 
tion I recently felt. I seemed to be bidding 
defiance to every inward suggestion of my heart, 
and it was the remembrance of this, which filled me 
with remorse for consenting to join the party referred 
to. 

** I recollected that under former difficulties I had 
been supported and strengthened, and if the pre- 
sent trial appeared more formidable than any pre- 
vious one, was it not disbelief of the all-sufficiency 
of Christ to shrink so shamefully from it ? Indeed 
my own heart condemned me ; yet I had this conso- 
lation, that I was punished in mercy. And probably 
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to warn me against the future eTiU I might be 
exposed to, the reflection that through my weakness, 
the eoemies of religion might haTe cause to triumphs 
tended much to increase my distress; for however it 
might please God to punish me, I could not bear 
that the general cause of religion should suffer in 
the slightest degree by my imprudence. 

^^ Having earnestly sought to know the way of 
salvation, is it not doubly incumbent on me (as far 
as my conduct can have any thing to do with the 
world) to avoid even the very appearance of incon- 
sistency ; and may I not bring more dishonor upon 
religion by this one act of indiscretion, than glory 
to God by many years spent in steady conformity 
to the divine will ? Perhaps you may ask, if I know 
so little of the human heart, as to suppose it possi- 
ble for any creature to act uniformly for so long a 
period? But I only mean in a public situation. 
These occasions do not happen very frequently, 
and therefore we have the more time to guard 
against the snares of the world when called upon 
to mix in it. 

" In the more private walks of life I have daily 
and hourly deep cause to lament the corrupted 
state of my heart, and its perpetual deviation from 
the pure precepts of the gospel. But this clearer 
knowledge of the depravity which lurks within, does 
not lead me to despair now of mercy. It is true I 
find the greater need of a Saviour to expiate my 
sins— but I do not find in Jesus Christ an unrelent* 
ing judge ; no, I do in my inmost soul believe Him 
<< all in all,'* and mighty to save and forgive me. 
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** I trust the late circumstance, which I cannot 
but lament, will send me more frequently to the 
throne of grace, and that the Giver of all good will 
enrich my feeble soul with fresh vigor, and greater 
faith in his power," 

The Author cannot forbear remarking how 
delightful a test it is of integrity in religion, when, 
as in this case, the religionist is led not only seriously 
to investigate the motives by which he is influenced 
to act, but also to deeply consider and weigh the 
probable consequences of his actions to others, as 
they may or may not advance the glory of God, 
and promote their good. 

The next extract records the substance of a con- 
versation between the writer and a friend who 
appears to have called in question, not her sincerity, 
but the value of what with some little acrimony 
were called her new opini<ms. It affords a specim^i, 
perhaps not an unusual one, of the jealousy with 
which a change of religious sentiments is regarded, 
by those especially, whose amiable dispositions, 
attractive manners, and irreproachable conduct, 
joined with an external, and in many instances, even 
more than an external reverence for religion, but 
unhappily also joined with a willing conformity to 
the world, have obtained for them that world's 
good name, and effectually screened them from the 
jimallest measure of its reproach. 
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V. 

** The conversation began with an inquiry respect* 
ing my new opini<ms : — I candidly confessed that my 
sentiments, with regard to some things, were much 
altered ; and that I trusted by the grace of God 
assisting me, I should have strength to withstand 
the ridicule of those who were desirous to shake 
opinions, on which I felt assured, my comfort and 
peace of mind, both in this world and in the next, 
depended. 

*^ I said, I valued the affection of my friends as 
much as ever I had done, but that I would rather 
forfeit the love and esteem of every friend on earth, 
than desert a cause in which I had very earnestly 
prayed the Lord to prosper me, and which I believed 
to be the cause of truth. 

** This declaration evidently occasioned much dis- 
composure. To convince me of my errors^ my 
friend maintained h6w much I destroyed my 
general usefulness, by abstaining from places of 
public amusement, where the influence of my con- 
duct might be advantageous to many young women 
who would now of course shun me as a methodist : 
I said I was not alarmed at such a Htk : — that I 
believed it was given to many pious Christians who 
never had the smtdiest desire to cUssent from the 
church establishment : that a religious dispute was, 
of all others, the most painful to me, and since I 
never could without extreme remorse, consent to 
partake in the follies which in this world were 
looked upon as innocent pleasures, I hoped I 
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might be quietly left to act as in my conscience I 
thought right : the reply was, * As I find you so 
firm* and have not the presumption to think I have 
power to move you, I say no more : I ever thought 
you very religious and rational ; but I must always 
lament, that by the errors of others, you hare 
sufiered your judgment to be biassed.' 

*< My paper could not admit of half the convert 
sations of this nature which transpired ; and let me 
rather speak of the Lord's mercies to one so ««ry, 
very unworthy^ that he should call me to suffer 
reproach; and under this, to bless and keep me 
firm and stedfast ; I do indeed begio to find 
Christ's yoke an easy and delightful burden : the 
longer I carry, the gr<eater degree of strength do I 
feel to bear it. 

^^ Pray for me, that when beset with the trials of 
this world, the consolations of Christ may be 
poured into my soul. When I consider my own 
weakness and evil heart, I feel how much I need 
your supplications. 

** Notwithstanding the difierence in one material 
point, yet I can see in my dear friend much that is 
amiable. One thing I must add, when it was 
conceded, that I acted from an idea, that my pre- 
sent opinions were in the sight of God acceptable. 
I could not forbear expressing a hope, that it 
would not be imagined I thought any thing in my 
conduct meritorious. Once, I said, I had the 
impiety to think so, but now I am open to my own 
danger and ignorance, and think of myself as 
meanly as ever I before thought highly." 
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Alluding to a young friend under a trial not 
very dissimilar to her own. Miss L. adds» 

<^ She is very often the subject of my thoughts. 
I feel much for her in the difficulties of her present 
situation, but the eyes of the Lord will be ever 
over her : in her bitterest moments ^e will most 
sweetly enjoy his presence, and such a mercy, how- 
ever dearly purchased, is far more valuable than all 
worldly comforts." 

And the interesting letter closes with a grateful 
recognition of her own obligations. 

<< It is difficult to express my gratitude without 
an appearance of flattery, but in a plain and simple 
^manner I must tell you, I do at this moment feel 
most truly thankful: all the return I probably may 
ever be able to make, is to pray as I daily do for 
you ; but I have an humble reliance on the promises 
of our gracious Redeemer, who can and will 
abundantly reward the services of his faithful 
followers," 

To the same period must be referred a letter to 
a distant and early friend, by whom it was entrusted 
to the author. It accompanied a small writing 
case, manu&ctured by herself and beautifully 
adorned by her own pencil. 

Though the subject which then engrossed her 
mind is not here enlarged upon, the reader will 
perceive how much her pen was under its influence. 
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VT, 

** I have had some pleasant hours in painting the 
trifling remembrance which accompanies this. As 
the case is intenfded for your writing materials^ need 
I add, how happy your very frequent use of it will 
make me. 

<< I rejoice in the prospect of a quiet winter. I have 
not the constitution to bear the fatigue, nor now, 
thank God, the smallest inclination to live in the 
midst of what is called gaiety.*' 

Alluding to an aflSiction anticipated by a neigh- 
bouring family, she adds, 

*< May they be enabled to meet with becoming 
resignation, the blow which threatens them ! Even 
in our keenest aflSictions, mercy and comfort, if we 
will but look for them, are ever mingled. I have 
been much interested lately in reading the life of 
Colonel Gardiner. It is a work every Christian 
must profit by, and 1 am inclined to think, that 
those who are only such by profession, might 
become Christians indeed, by giving their attention 
to the events which by God's blessing brought 
about his conversion. There appears to me a stri* 
king resemblance between his case and that of St. 
Paul. I am also reading Robinson's Scripture 
Characters. If you feel disposed to make a pur- 
chase of books, do let me recommend these." 

To one of her most frequent correspondents at 
this period, she writes as follows : — 
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VII. 



— " Your letters are always a very great plea- 
sure to receive, and your last was doubly so, because 
it came at a time when my mind required your 
€ulvice and consolation, more than it has ever done 
since we parted. I do most gratefully thank you 
for your concern about me ; and O may my heart 
be deeply sensible that your friendship, and every 
other comfort I experience in this world, are so 
many tokens of the Lord's goodness and mercy. 

" When I read your prayer^ "that fresh strength 
and grace might be given^'* I could not help 
adding mine to it, that God would be pleased to 
hear and answer you in behalf of me. And surely 
our petitions have found access through the inter- 
cession of Jesus Christ. 

<< I am now enabled to take comfort even from 
my late distress. I am sure it was appointed for 
some merciful end, but which it becomes not me 
to dive too deeply into. 

^ I know, indeed, I have need of many checks ; 
and may every one more and more convince me how 
weak and miserable I am in myself, and how totally 
unfit I am to speak or to think a single thought that 
is good, unless aided by the Holy Spirit." 

In allusion to the young friend before mentioned, 
it is added : — 

<< She has great trials, but God is a sufficient 
support. He is indeed ever ready to succour the 
a£9icted, and yet how slow are we to believe this 1 
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<' I seem almost to have reaped a double share 
of His favor and protection, and yet to be more 
wanting in love and gratitude than any other b^ng. 

** I cannot particularly accuse myself of being 
deficient in thankfulness to my fellow-creatures; 
but though they are only instruments of good in 
the hands of our great Creator, I fear I am fre> 
quently apt to forget this." 

Mentioning a lady, to whom she had been recently 
introduced, she says : — 

<< After hearing her husband in the church, I 
felt an anxiety to know him better. A yoiing man, 
whom I happened to meet was speaking of him, 
and observed to me, *' He is like all the men who are 
pleased to style themselves evangelical^ so incoherent, 
that when the sermon is ended, it is difficult to know 
what it was about." 

"** This was but a melancholy proof of his own 
spiiitual darkness, for, as far as I am able to judge, 
nothing can be plainer than his sermons are, nor 
more according to the truth ; but << the wisdom of 
this world is foolishness with God," and here was a 
remarkable instance of it, in a mind endowed with 
almost every branch of knowledge, but the (me most 
needful. 

<< I have had some severe exercises of faith since 

I left C ., but very great have been the mercy 

and the grace of God towards me. O that once I 
should have believed so little in his almighty power 
to help, and have trusted with so much confidence 
in my own strength ! 
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<* Tell Mrs. A — to take couragt from the 
Lord's unbottoded love to me. Now I can see that 
it is a great dishonor to God to believe so feebfy : 
hut I could not think so, when you formerly told 
me of it." 

Adverting to an opinion passed, by a firiend, 
upon Cooper's Sermons, she says : — 

^* He acknowledged them to be excellent in many 
points ; but he feared that the author carried some 
of his opinions too far. I think (she adds) that 
from a dread of being termed enthusiastic, the ob- 
jector does not perhaps gojhr enough ; but however, 
the Lord despises not << the day of small things.** 
So I find it in myself. 

*• Yon all, I am sure, continue your prayers for 
me ; thoagh indeed my mind is much happier, and 
I hope my faith somewhat stronger in the Saviour's 
promises, yet I am, I find, for oif from being a true 
follower of Christ. How difficult it is to root out 
that sm and ignorance, which have been so long 
gathering ground in my heart. 

" Thank you for reminding me of writing to 
■ The task was not very pleasant, and there- 

ibre I neglected to perform it. You see I am still 
cowardly-— driving off the evil day." 

Somewhere about this time also, was introduced 
to Miss L.'s considemte attention and notice, ** an 
old disciple," in very humble circumstances and 
declining health, and in an advanced age, fast io«- 
deed sinking into eternity, but with a hope full of 
immortality. 

Of this venerable saint — ^whose name was Bridget 
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ToulmiQi ^nd who died after a discipleship of 
upwards of sixty years, a brief account was pub-* 
lished ia the Christian Guardian for November* 
1810. Of Miss L.'s intercourse with this obscure 
individual, the following extracts are a pleainngand 
instructive memorial, 

VIII. 

** The moments I pass with B. are indeed pre-* 
cious: I should think her life near its close, but 
her views of that blessed eternity to which she is 
hastening are most comfortable ; I can scarcely 
refrain from regarding tier present state with envy* 

** It seems almost selfish to desire the continuance 
of her life — ^and yet it is so valuable to those who 
know her intimately, that I cannot without pain 
bear the idea of her loss. 

*^ How greatly is the Lord pleased to glorify 
himself in this patient and humble sufferer ! O 
may such be my state, when under the pressure of 
sickness and trial ! 

^< From my own very trifling experience, I should 
think that the real Christian will never be long ex* 
empt from affliction of one sort or other; and in«> 
deed, if I read my own heart right, I could not wish 
it otherwise, for when I look back upon my past 
life, I find my soul has flourished best when under 
the rod. 

** During my last visit, she was in so much pain 
and so exceeding reduced, that I felt it a duty to 
prevent her talking much. 
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<< When I went up stairs, she said, * the moment 
I heard your steps, my heart was lifted up unto the 
Lord ; I had greatly desired we might meet once 
more, and now I am quite content,' 

** She mentioned the goodness of the Lord in 
placing me at N— , and that my friends had told 
her how abundantly the Lord was blessing me 
there. 

^* Alluding to the event which had brought me to 
C — , > she spoke of you all with affection and con-r 
cern, but added, * The Lord's children must be 
tried, and all He does is Love.' Speaking of the 
child, she said, • Sweet little creature, O she is 
happy now.' This led me to speak of that <^ count- 
less multitude which no man can number," men« 
tioned in the Revelations; I inquired what she 
thought of that passage; she answered, that she 
firmly believed it alluded to < little children, to all 
who had died without actually committing sin.' 

" She inquired individually of each pious friend 
whom she had been in the habit of seeing, ^ Give 
my love to them, and tell them to pray that all the 
Lord does to me may be sanctified.' 

*« When I reminded her how nearly her pilgrim- 
age was over, and that the Christians she was about 
to leave in this world, stood if possible, more in 
need of prayer. She said, ^ the Lord is sufficient, 
blessed be his mercy, he will carry you all through ; 

' It was a visit of sympathy upon the death of a child, 
Agnes, which had recently occurred at N — . Of this little 
girl there is an interesting notice in the Christian Guardian 
for May 18U. 
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bat believers must be purified in the fiiraaee of 
affliction, throngh much tribulation thej must 
enter the kingdom.' 

" After reading her favorite chapter, John xvii, I 
endeavoured to pray with her. When I rose from 
my knees, she said, * that is just what I wanted.* 

** Since my return to N — , she sent me word she 
had often clouds hanging over her, but she believed 
Satan wished to take advantage of her great bodily 
weakness.'* 

Concerning the death of this humble but 
fovored Christian, Miss L. writes — 

" O how very glorious is the change she now 
enjoys ! May the remembrance of her faith and 
patience be written as it were with a * pen of iron,* 
upon all our hearts, and may it be our frequent 
prayer for ourselves, and for each other, not only 
to Uve the life, but to die the death of this beauti- 
ful Christian ! " 

And in reference to some provision for a surviv- 
ing indigent son, she adds, — 

*< I feel much for him, and I could wish some 
means to be suggested for testifying our regard to 
his mother, by contributing to his comfort; his 
eye>sight is very bad, and on this account I fear he 
it unable to earn a sufficiency for his support. 

** Suppose we were to subscribe a trifle annually, 
either to be paid in money, or laid out in clothing, 
or for house-rent at Christmas." 

And in allusion to a stone, with which it was 
proposed to mark the grave, and perpetuate the 
memory of the departed, she adds in the same letter, 
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" We wrast remember what we amx loved is not 
iii that grave. Bridget is now in heaven, where she 
will be for ever immortalized with all the redeemed ; 
amd eoald she «peak to us, woald she not rather ' 
direct our care to the necessities of her poor sob ; 
and besides in such a case, the very appearance of 
parade, or in fact any thing which might cause the 
enemy to triumph, should be avoided." 

In this year also, 1810, Miss L. had an alarming 
attack of illness. It occurred during a visit at 
Askham Hall near Penrith, then the residence of 
her Guardian and Uncle, the late Mr. King, and 
was of a nature to bring her principles to the test, 
and afford a fair opportunity of exemplifying their 
efficacy. 

Her danger»had been most imminent, by the rup- 
ture of a blood vessel, but through the mercy of God 
her recovery was surprisingly rapid, and the record 
of her convalescence is preserved in a brief note 
to her anxious friends at C ■ It had evidently 

been pemied with a feeble unsteady hand. 

IX. 

<< Just one little line I must send as the most 
satisE^BMrtory proof I can give of my better health : 
Oh i unite in prayer and praise for, and with me ! 

<« The Lord has indeed smitten me, but blessed 
for ever be his name» the rod was not heavy. In 
the depths of my affliction my poor soul was com- 
forted and refreshed. The stxa^ of death, when I 
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believed myself jW^ goif^ through the dark valley 
was not terri6c. My comforts spiritual and tern* 
poral, have been indeed abundant. My dear aunt 
has been with me day and night, nursing me as her 
own child, and reading and praying most sweetly 
by me. I dare not write more ; the Lord bless 
you all !" 

H. L. 

The following is a somewhat more detailed 
account of the. same illness, written after her re- 
covery to another absent friend, 

X. 

November 10, 1810. 
<< Though I have been afflicted, I have under the 
affliction been highly favored. The attack of 
sickness had something in it strikingly awful. I 
was first seized in the morning, and during my 
prayers, I had a short time before risen in my 
usual health, little expecting the change a very 
few hours would occasion, and which was such as 
to excite evident alarm for my skfety. At the first 
I was considerably shaketi and full of painful appre- 
hension ; but the Lord, whom in health it hieid 
been my desire to serve, forsook me not in the time 
of my distress. My mind was speedily relieved 
from its anxieties, and a degree of serenity took 
possesion of my soul ; I believed my danger to be 
great, but I had confidence in God ; I felt my need 
pf the rod, and the gentleness of it ; I had consola- 
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tm ia looking up to Him who^Mice bore my sor- 
rows, and faws prantiBed, that when we pass thr»ugli 
(ke deep waters they shall not overflow ns. O how 
aweet are the Cbnitian's piivileges ; how preoHNiis 
Ihe promises made to him when he ca» from the 
heart experience their fuifihnmt : how iaoBtiiBable 
the anchor on which the believicr reats* Nothing 
less than jsuch a Saviour conld uphold us in the 
d^^ of our sorrows ; but what need ^f vigilance 
in health, if in the day of adversity we would have 
the comfort of his Holy Spirit ! " k. 

The same year 1810 was further memorable for 
Miss L's introduction to another valuable acquaint* 
ance, then readent at York, and from which orig^* 
nsted a considemble portion of the ensuing corres« 
pondence. 

Her name cannot be mentioned ; but her age, 
her Christian experience and knowledge, and the 
-deep and lively interest she took in Miss L's spiri- 
itual welfare, gave her almost a maternal claim, and 
•secured for her a ^scarcely less thui filial regard. 
To this correspondent the following leMer .was 
^Vfitten .by Miss L. immediately after her retnm 
imn an .excursion into Yorkshire, in. July 181 1. 

XL 

* Our journey was altogether very pleasant, and 
I hope in some respects profitable ; we-were per- 
mitted occasionally to meet pious characters, and 
Christians aeldom meet, without a desires. t» d<^9 or 
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get good ; we passed one day in the neighbourhood 
of — ; it is an estate of uncommon beauty. 

As we drove into the park, my mind was led to 
ruminate upon the awful responsibility annexed to 
great possessions. I wondered if the glad tidings 
of salvation were ever proclaimed within the gates ; 
and before we quitted the place an opportanity 
presented itself for making this inquiry. With an 
old man who was our guide through the grounds I 
had some interesting conversation. He had indeed 
been divinely taught to learn ** good from evil ; ** 
and with humbling convictions of his own depraved 
nature, to flee for refuge to the hope set before him 
in the gospel. As my aged companion at parting 
gave me his blessing, it was done in a manner so 
affecting and earnest, I shall never forget it; I 
rejoice in the assurance, that the Lord is his por- 
tion, and I hope His *<rod and staff*' will guide 
and support his servant for ever. 

<< Notwithstanding all the blessings I had been 
permitted to enjoy during my absence, yet I was 
exceedingly glad to find myself once more in IIm 
dear retreat (Natland,) quietly sitting down 16 
retrace the many events of my late delightful €3^ 
cursion ; the unexpected manner in which it taok 
place ; the various privileges I was permitted lo 
enjoy; my preservation both in soul and bod]^ 
these, and much more than these, call for an unre* 
served surrender of all I am and have to Him, wha 
is, of all his gifts, ''Himself the crown.*' 

Give what Thou canst, without Thee we are poor ; 
Ana^ with Thee rich— take what thou wQt away* 



dbyGoogk 



123 

^ v'** I t>ften reflect upon the moments you stole 

Crom your own charge to converse with me. Never 

dp I recollect feeling myself so low in the school 

of Christy never — so much cause for self-abasement. 

I ** While I contemplated^ in another, the effect of 

.divine grace, I saw to how small a knowledge of 

•<^7rhe Holy One" I had myself attained. Q 

^:in^y this impression be deeply imprinted on my 

fan^rt, and may it lead me to seek with greater 

^OKf^stness the things which belong to my 

peace! 

** I know you will not forget me in your prayers. 
It is consolatory to me to feel that I shall be carried 
in your heart to the feet of Jesus ; often may we 
be prostrate there, nor ever quit the cross without a 
blessing. 

<* Yesterday {Sunday) I was unwillingly prevented 
from going out; the recollection of the preceding 
Sabbath would often steal across my mind ; and I 
< trust I was in some small degree enabled to feast 
vr-^pon the remembrance of the various blessings I 
^ije&jthen enjoyed. May you and all who share with 
?^ jTou such inestimable advantages, drink deeper and 
.ffiideeper at the fountain of living waters. It would 
jia^bave added much to my happiness, had it been the 
> will of God, to have been made acquainted with 
your beloved pastor, whose character you have 
affectiooately taught my heart to reverence ; but I 
feel every want (whether small or great) to be im- 
mediately under His direction, whose vrisdom cannot 
err. This same eternal Father knows just what is 
best for his child. He pities me as an earthly 
Q 2 
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parent tpould d&, and wisfely i()rdporlion8 my bless- 
ings to my strength to bear them; nor wiU he 
"withhold one, which would teifd in any way to pro^ 
tnote his glory, or my ciwti everlasting welfere. 

<< I think I see y<>H smile at the length of a 
Westmoreland n&te. It would not be thus long, \i 
any eye but your oWn would read it. Vou are 
indeed dwelling in a fraitfai land. Rememb^ 
then, you hav*e much to impart to her, to who^ 
divine grace has given a hungering and thimting 
for the "bread of life," and the " living spring." 

XII. 

^ Were I to tell you how much the perusal ^f 
your valued letter has been blessed to me, I know 
your affectionate heart would be united with mine 
in unfeigned thankfulness : while i desire devoutly 
to remember Him who is the fountain of all nijr 
comforts, I would not forget the gratitude i owte 
'to the dear instruments, through whom they are 
conveyed. To you <then, my 'kind friend, I«m 
tinder providence, deeply indebted ; day aflerdoy 
'brings me some new proof of that 'Moving-kindness 
and tender mercy " whidh have followed me all my 
lift. 1 was ^nabl^ to perceive these richly exercised 
towards me while I read your letter, ft was and 
'now is, a source of e^fication and comfort to my 
~weak and disordered nature. While on the one 
httnd it to -tenderly warns me to flee from the grand 
enemies o'fmy soul, it no less anxiously leads me to 
the oiily safe rCfiige, the precious Lamb of 'Ood. 
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** At the foot of this merciful Saviour I woul4 
daily sit ; from his sweet example, I would contit 
Qually learn ; and yet though the Spirit is. willing, 
I feel the flesh a lamentable hinderance* Notwitlx- 
stajiding, there are moments of refreshing from on 
high, when I can look through all created comforta 
to the all-gracious Creator. I kapw^, you better 
\U^derstand than I do myself the snares by which my 
youthful and inexperienced mind is encompassed. 
SaXsn is permitted to sift the wheat, I feel he is ; 
Qudthat our friendship may be especially blessed to 
us, I must not allow i/ou to be a stranger to the 
inmost recesses of my heart. You must not think 
of nie more highly than you ought. You must be 
made acquainted with all my weaknesses and wants, 
that you may the better know where to apply the 
balm of consolation, and what to ask when you pray 
for jne. You shall be as another spiritual mother. 
One I lost, ^hen B-^ died. She used to tell m^ 
I wa9 dear to her a« her own ; Qud that she prayed, 
in faith for my growth in grace. 

"You see you have got a very troublesome custom^ji^ 
to deal with ; but when you look to your own 
blessed Master and his glory, I know you feel it a 
joy unspeakable, a most delightful privilege to be 
employed in his service." 

XIII. 

Oct. 181 1. 
<< My mind often adv^ta to the evening when I 

^companied -^ to the school ^t *-- ; I could not 

b^t admire- the zec^Uand benevol^t activity theadis* 
o 3 
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played ; but when I reflected at the same time, that 
the beautiful structure before me, was laid in a 
sandy foundation, it almost drew the tear of pity 
from me. Such a picture presents a useful lesson 
to us. It has a teindency to lead to self-inquiry, 
to humble supplication and thanksgiving; and 
surely we are culpable indeed, if, while we are 
enabled to adore the grace, which has made us to 
differ, we neglect to pray for the benighted pilgrim. 

« I shall delight to be remembered in your own 
little chamber, that sweet tranquil ark of rest, where 
in union of spirit and in the bond of Christian love 
we enjoyed some moments of happy communion 
with our God, and with each other ; but oh ! to be 
re-united in a glorified state, to meet again, not in 
the filthy garments of unrighteousness in which we 
are now clad, but in the beautiful «« white robe :" — 
the bare anticipation of such a change is almost 
over-powering ; may we day by day be made more 
meet for the kingdom of heaven \ And may the 
sheep who are led astray be brought to the Shep- 
herd and Bishop of their souls ! 

" It is a sweet refreshment in our pilgrimage to 
hear of these things — to witness them ; but above 
all to be under God the instruments, though so 
unworthy, of doing good to the souls of such as 
are sitting in darkness. 

*^ My much valued friend is gone to C — . Oh 
may he come forth from the furnace purified ; may 
he prove a burning and a shining light in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse generation ! I wish you 
to know this young and sufiering disciple. You 
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would love him for his Master's sake ; and, I think, 
for all his friendslup and interest about me. When 
I was first led to the blessed Jesus, he directed me to 
seek comfort at the foot of the cross. For this bless- 
ing, the Lord be praised for ever and ever ! " 

XIV. 

Dec. 18U. 
*< I must not run the risk of wounding the deli- 
cacy of your feelings ; yet neither must I rob God 
of his glory, by concealing the impression made 
upon me by your letter. I will hope that the beau- 
tiful example which it displays of humility, may 
tend in some measure to bring all 1 am and all I 
have, into the very dust of self-abasement ; it is here 
I want to take my station. Yes, 

Meekly at my Saviour's feet, 
I would take my lowly seat ; 
Taught by him, my path to see. 
Lord my God 1 to heav'n and Thee ! 

** You will pray for your child, (for I must call 
myself such) that the above lines may be my happy 
experience. 

<« Your letter was the first intimation I received 
of your illness, and blessed be God, the same letter 
conveyed the account of your recovery. I am 
thankful for both — ^the former, because I feel as- 
sured our gracious Father foresaw a kind necessity 
for the rod ; the latter, because I believe you have 
in the rod, heard Him who appointed it. Doubt- 
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thkige" which work together for ifour good ; and i 
will deek to have your gickness sanctified to me. 
Perhaps it nay huve been in part permitted tif 
warn me, that 1 hold the treasure in an earthen ressef , 
which must be broken, if I sin against God, by 
making an idol of your regard. Must I not remem- 
ber that all creature comforts will sooner or later be 
dissolved ! Nevertheless, I cannot be left without 
• a gracious promise, that those who sleep in Jesus, 
Gad will bring with him, and that they shall be for 
etet With the Lord. I hope, in humble confidence, 
the mercy, which has been exercised in bringing us 
out of our natural darkness, will be vouchsafed 
to us unto the end ; and that, when through the 
free and unmerited grace of God, we have fought 
the good fight of fmth, we shall for Christ's sake be 
made the inheritors of the kingdom prepared for 
us before the foundation of this world. 

Oh glorious honr f Oh blest abode ! 
We shaU be near and like oar God. 

Yes ; the beautiful image, now destroyed by sin, 
will be again restored ; the body now sown in dis- 
honor will be raised a glorious body, and through 
Jesus Christ) who giveth us the victory, this mortal 
will put on immortality.! Oh, that my gratitude 
to my kind and gentle Master was in any degree 
proportioned to his care and preservation ! 

^ Miss L. alludes, in what follows, to an alarming accident, 
owing to the restireness of a horse in an open carriage, by 
whkb her life was endangered. 
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He the dark moment watch'd with pitying care, 
Upraised his hand, and bade his angel spare. 

^ It is indeed an awful crisis, when we come out 
of troubles ! We must be either better or worse 
for them : and as we know they never happen by 
chance, but are wisely intended to accomplish some 
merciful purpose, it is pecessary to consider why 
the chastening is more particularly sent ? 

" In the Word of Grod the mystery is often un- 
folded. Every living branch in the true Vine must 
be purged, that it may bring forth more fruit ; for 
herein is our Father glorified. Thus do we learn 
our need of correction, and perceive the love with 
which it is ever applied. 

" So marvellously did the providence of God in- 
terpose to save, that all the injury I wits permitted 
to sustain consisted of a slight bruise on jny ^emple 
and knee* From these, through the merciful in- 
terposition of our great Physician, 1 am now per- 
fectly recovered." ' 

' The following little document having escaped the general 
wreck of other MSS., and being not only minutely dated, and 
written with peculiar accuracy and neatness, but characteristic 
also of the writer's state of mind at this period, is judged to be 
worthy of preservation. 

" 2 Peter, i. 5—8. 

" FeA. leth. 1812. 
** I want that grace that springs from Thee, 
That quickens all things where it flows, 
And makes a wretched thorn like me 
Bloom as the myrtle and the rose. 
O 5 
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XV. 

February, 1812. 

•— — '< I, as an individualy must ever bless the 
good hand of my God, which kindly conducted me 
to C. It was under that roof, I first was led to the 
Fountain of living water, and while I can remember 
any thing, that family will have my grateful re- 
membrance. Have I not then every cause to 
revere those friends ? Am I not bound to serve 
them all I possibly can? I know your answer, 
and here is my best apology for troubling you with 
my present letter. 

^* The cross steadily carried leads to a crown : I 
desire humbly to rejoice under this blessed assur- 
ance, and I pray God preserve me through evil 
report and good report, until the coming of our 
great Lord and Master, Christ Jesus. 

** Your soul will liave had many a spiritual re- 
freshment since you wrote : cannot you spare a little 
of your precious time, in relating to your longing 
child some of your privileges ? " 

" Dear Fountain of delight unknown 1 
No longer sink bdow the brim ; 
But overflow and pour me down 
A living and life-giving stream. 

" For sure of all the plants that share 
The notice of thy Father's eye. 
None proves less grateful for his care. 
Nor yields him meaner fruit than I. 

" O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, Three Persons and 
One God, have mercy upon mb, a miserable sinner I " 
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Attending to some pecuniary commission. Miss L. 
adds, in her own characteristic style — " A trifle may 
remain, and this you must give with a ** lefiJumd " 
to ." 

May, 1812. 
■ ^ ^ Here let me request my grateful acknow- 
ledgments may be given to Mr. G , for his 

valuable addition to the parcel from Y— *— • Tell 
him from me, I do indeed see his kindness in de» 
voting any portion of the lime he so economizes, 
to one who can have no claim to a share of it, and 
who, through the effect of divine influence, is 
enabled to regard herself an object undeservedly 
favored. I prefer conveying my thanks through 
yourself as the medium, bdng the least troublesome 
way I could devise to assure him of the obligation 
he has laid me under. 

<< I know, you and I are at present where the Lord 
has graciously placed us ; and under a sense of this, 
I endeavour to check the wish I have too vainly 
indulged in of late, that we were nearer. 

*^ Upon a subject now much upon my mind " 
(Miss L. refers here to her approaching marriage), 
** I could have desired a free and full communi- 
cation : — 

<< I humbly trust I did not presume to listen to 
the proposal, till I had begged the blessing and 
guidance of my heavenly Master. And though it 
appears to be his will hitherto, to sanction the step 
I am about to take, yet it is a duty still to pray for 
a negative to any plan, which will not promote my 
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spiritual progrew. By the atsistiog grace of Ood, 
it is my wish unreservedly to surrender all I have 
and am» to his service and glory ; and I can earnestly 
pray that I may be kept from any thing that would 
interrupt such a surrender. I am in some measure 
sensible of my present temptation. Oh, implore 
of Him^ who hears and answers prayer, that all His 
gifts may be sanctified l that the streams of mercy 
may never draw me from the Fountain ; and that, 
through all created comfort, the steady eye of faith 
may be fixed on the Creator. 

♦* Acton is a retired corner of the vineyard : pray 
for its minister, that he may be endued with strength 
from on high equal to his day ; and especially pray 
tar her, who must so soon share his labors. Oh, 
that my heart may be awfully impressed with a 
sense of the responsibility attached to such a situa- 
tion, and also with a still deeper sense of God's 
distinguishing mercy and my own un worthiness ! " 

Let the lamented writer of the foregoing letters 
now be permitted to speak for herself, in her new 
capacity ; and ia the place to her of liveliest in- 
terest, where, for many years, and, as it proved, for 
idi her remaining years, she occuped^— with unob- 
trusive activity, diligence, and fidelity — a post of 
much private usefulness ; deservedly beloved, and 
long to be remembered and regretted. 
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LCTTBRS CONSEQUENT UPON, AND SUBSEQUENT 
TO, MARRIAGE. 

The first is to her esteemed friends at C^*— '-^9 
and was written aboat ten days after her arrival at 
Acton. 

I. 

June, 1612. 

** Though you will have had every particular of 

onr journey and safe arrival at Acton, yet I am 

impatient to express the thanks so justly due for 

the many marks of kindness I received, during my 

late memorable visit at C . At the time we 

separated, my heart was indeed much too full to 
utter, and I could only pray in silence^ for the 
many dear and valuable friends I was then on 
the point of leaving. It is in this way, and in this 
only, I can serve you, and as faithfully as I can pro- 
mise any thing* you shall be constantly had in 
remembrance in my approaches to a throne of gmoe. 
Here we may often speak with, and in behalf of, 
each otheVf and in the word of God we have every 
possible encouragement to do so. I trust my h^hly 

valued friend will not cease to pray for 

me, and to regard me as one who now, m(»e than 
ever, needs guidance and direction. He will re- 
member we often used to talk of the duties of a 
minister's wife. I then thought them very important 
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ones, but I now finii them, from eren a short expe- 
rience, to he so indeed. Oh may it please God to 
quaUfy me, day by day, more and more, for the 
situation to which I am called. It is indeed one of 
awful responsibility^ and requires a life of prayer y and 
unreserved devote It ess to God; and while I deeply 
feel my entire inability to perform any one single 
difty aright, and my great unfitness and unworthi- 
ness for the service of my blessed Master; yet, 
blessed be His name ! all my sufficiency is derived 
from jHm alone ; and out of His fulness may I 
continually draw a supply for every want ! 

** I am assured you would have joined in the 
lively interest 1 felt upon my introduction to the 
people at Acton. Some have made considerable 
advances in piety ; many more are just rising, as it 
were, from a death of sin to a life of righteousness ; 
the account I had received of the poor children, 
exactly accords with the state in which I found 
them : they form an interesting gproup, and would 
delight you by the replies which they occasionally 
give respecting the sermons. I have seen the little 
girl in whose spiritual welfare Mr. Gray ^ was so 
particularly concerned : when she speaks of hinif 
my own mind immediately flies back to that friend, 
who is still to my soul every thing that Mr. G. 
can possibly be to her*s» What a strength there is 
in the union of grace; and what is so delightful in 
the contemplation ; t^ is everlasting : tell -^ , his 

^ The Rev. W. Gray of St. John's College, Cambridge, who 
kindly charged himself with the care of the parish, during the 
few weeks of the Author's absence in Westmoreland. 
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valuable book brings him frequently to my re- 
membrance ; and I am sure I need not add in 
what way Christians are accustomed to think of 
each other." 

II. 

Nov. 1812. 

** Yoa will easily imagine I have had very many 
duties to engage roe since it pleased God to bring 
me to A — • I have often had you in my mind, 
and with this pleasing reflection, that probably not 
a little of my increased happiness may have arisen in 
party from those many prayers which you put up 
for me previous to my marriage; this, the most 
interesting event in my life, has hitherto been 
greatly honored by the iavor and blessing of the 
Almighty. And there are moments when my mind 
seems almost overwhelmed with a sense of his 
distinguishing mercy to me, who am in truth less 
than the least of all his mercies. 

*^ If my temporal good is abundant, still more so 
are my spiritual advantages ; though my daily 
experience teac)ies me, that in my flesh dwells no 
good thing. My heart is indeed a corrupt and a 
wicked heart, prone to forget the blessings which 
on every side surround me. My health is never 
very strong, but its delicacy is not such as to 
impede my usefulness, and for this I cannot be 
sufficiently thankful. Whatever my state is as to 
the body, may it be sanctified to the eternal wel- 
fare of my soul, and the souls of those around me. 
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and then I am safe ! I hope I can commit my^^lf 
ipto the bands of God, as unto a faithful Creator, 
and be will doubtless do much more for me than I 
am able to think or express. To — I beg my lov# 
and every good wish. Have you real comfort in 
those about you, as to the progress of religion ?*' 



HI. 

Nov. 1812. 

<< Four months is a much longer space than I 
ought to have suffered to pass without writing. J 
am sensible of this, and so sorry for it, that I know 
your kindness would readily forgive my inattentipi)) 
if you were aware how much 1 feel, in having to 
make the confession. 

« You will not doubt the continuance of my 
regard for Natland, nor the unfeigned delight i% 
gives me to receive any tidings from thence. 

** Often under the enjoyment of a sabbath at 
Acton, have 1 longed to unite the two villages, but 
I was then ignorant that the same mercies which I 
enjoyed in Suffolk, were not withheld from the 
dear people at Natland. 

** We have had our little Vicarage quite full for 
upwards of a week. . . These guests, in addition to our 
own family, made busy work ; and though I rejoice 
to see my friends, yet I am not sorry to feel onc« 
mpre the quietude of my happy home. I better 
understand how much the mind is unsettled by 
such domestic bustles. You used often to expe* 
rience this to an extent, &r beyond what we can in 
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of our dear A.^ a constant cause for thankfulness ; 
and indeed this is but one mercy amongst innu- 
merable others which I bountifully enjoy. 

« Our people are in a state, I trust, of safe and 
gpRadoal improvemeiit : it is vevy interesting to 
witnesa the chiid-hke simplicity with which they 
listen to the word of God, and how v^y earnestly 
they crave the bread of life. 

^' You would have been interested in witnesHBg; 
the dying moments of an aged female, not kong since 
brought to the knowledge of het sin and her 
Saviour. She was so anxious to learn to read> 
that she resolved to begin; and employed a grand- 
daughter, a child in the Sunday School to tet<^ 
her. In her dying moments, *' My blessed Christ," 
was all her theme ; and in a paroxysm of pain before 
she expired, she raised herself, and being asked 
if she was not in great goffering, she said,^ <^ O no, 
never better ; for Christ, my blessed Christ is near 
me.*' In the same moment of awful separation 
between soul and body, may we and all near and 
dear to ns find the same precious support and 
consolation ! " 

The author cannot forbear remarking how gra« 
cionsly in the writer's own case, this devout aspira« 
tion was answered. 

^ The reader may remark here, and elsewhere, some strtkini 
coincidences of manner and expression. See " Recollections 
of the Writer's last Twenty-four Hours," at the close of the 
Memoir. 



dbyGoOgk 



136 



IV. 



Dec. 1S14. 

^ I have this moment the most lively recollectioD 
of your parting request, that we might occasionally 
exchange letters : had you however rec^ved one 
from me every time I have thought of C. since I 
left it, you would long ago hJave been weary of your 
present correspondent. 

" For many months past my own domestic duties 
have so multiplied, as to leave me very little time 
for writing ; and I have often been compelled to 
think of dear and absent friends to whom, if I had 
had leisure, it would have delighted me to have 
written. 

** Yesterday we were more particularly reminded of 
you all by the very unexpected enjoyment of seeing 

, and his, and our common friend . Their 

plan left but a short interval of the day for A. ; yet 
short as it was, we desire to feel thankful for it, as 
one of our providential blessings, to have these good 
men occasionally sent to us ; and just now we 
cannot but regard the sight of my dear and valued 
friend — with peculiar interest. Though I am 
sure we do most unfeignedly rejoice in the pros- 
pect of his removal to W — , yet we cannot but feel 
it weakens our hope of seeing him now and then in 
Suffolk. Oh may he be as hofy and usejnl as my 
heart frequently implores God to make him, and 
then indeed he will be a hlessvng^ and blessed, not in 
W<— • only, but in all its surrounding neighbour- 
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hood ; and truly every land is a barren land, till 
the Sun of righteousness shines upon it. 

*« We do roost tenderly sympathise with you under 
your present trial, it must be indeed heany ; but 
how mercifully the Lord sweetens the cup of 
sorrow, by the manifest favor which he vouchsafi^ 
to you in other respects. Even St. Paul had need 
of *' a thorn in the flesh,'* and the children of God 
must all, more or less, go to the kingdom of heaven 
** through tribulation.^* 

" I confess it grieved me to hear of 's determi- 
nation to accompany to France. Unless the 

call of duty should be very peremptory, or some 
spiritual advantage could be anticipated, it is dan- 
gerous to go amongst a people who so publicly 
reject and despise the things which belong to their 
eternal safety ; yet perhaps my dear friend may be 
sent on some message of mercy, whom I trust she 
desires to serve. May he bless her wheresoever she 
goes, with the guidance and sanctification of his 
Spirit! Did R. tell you he had engaged to stand 

as godfather for . We are most thankful to 

consider him in this endeared relationship. 

<< , who has been staying with us, is 

really a very interesting young man, and seems to 
be making rapid progress in the divine life. Two 
years ago his heart and affections seemed to centre 
in human attainments ; now he appears, with a most 
striking humility, to be leaving all he formerly idol- 
ized, at the foot of the cross. At this point of rest 
and mercy y I feel you often meet us ; and it is there 
I most love to remember my dear absent friends. 
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** Oh» charge — — , from m«a not to lose 

sight of th^ re»t whkh reiniiii^h for t^e people 
of GkMcU You cannot think how very buKj 013^ two 
little bahea make me: tha»k God, both are ex* 
oeedingly healthy.'* 



'< I do feel most powerfully moved to love ^d 
adoireottr Father, who has indeed by a w^y you 
knew not, led you to so much cowdEort and peace^ 
The work of righteousness must be peace ; and I 
cherish a happy confidence that in the grace and, 
strength of our blessed Master, you are endeavorii^ 
to bring forth the fruit of righteousness. 

** Gk>d is still showering dawn his daily mercies 
upon us. We have been objects most highly, ye| 
most undeservedly favored. The blessings of 
health and peace, and far above every tempon^ 
cmnfort, the blessings which are to prepare us for 
eternity, have been uninterruptedly continued to usi^ 

'< I trust, if life be spared, you will one day vi^it 
this place. Come, and witness the loving kindness 
and mercy of God in bringing me to this ^* goodly 
heritage." Often, truly, do I wonder, " Why 
unto me has the Lord dealt thus bountifully ? " 
while my heart can surely reply, " He causes hi§ 
sun to shine upon the unjust and the evil." 
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VI. 



July, 1815. 

^^ It hurts me to hear you express a fear that we 
shall Dot see yon ; but however, when once safely 
-landed on the other «ide of Jordan, the fneeting will 
I trust, be of such ^a nature as to leave no room for 
regrets or sorrows. ^ 

<< As I am sure the happiness of our domestics, 
and our's in them, greatiy depends upon their piety, 
it is indeed my unfeigned pray-er that the Lord 
may in very deed make us all one in dhrist, and 
that thus we may be fellow-helpers of each othdr 
in our way to heaven ! 

** It is my custom to take my children and their 
nurse with me daily to the poor people, so th«^ 
from one till four o* clock p. m. she is my constant 
companion, and has the opportunity of hearing 
ftuch instruction, as I have it, in my weakness, to 
^ive to our very xlear parishioners.'' 

In the close of Eebruary, IS 16, it pleased Qod 
very suddenly to deprive the mother of her third 
miknt, then scarcely five months old. 

The two following letters 1;rritten upon this 
occasion, one in May, the other in September, to 
her friends in Westmoreland and Yorkshire, furnish 
<a 'faithful and interesting record of her feelings. 
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VII. 



May, 1816. 

« Believe me, if 1 have not outwardly expressed 
my gratitude, yet I did most deeply feel the com- 
fort of your letter. It reached A — , at a time 
when my own mind was scarcely capable of exertion, 
though I think, could I have written to any one, it 
would have been with most ease to yourself. 

" The correcting hand of God has indeed been 
upon us, but so very gently raised ;. and through 
the whole of our sorrow, so mercifully directed that 
I trust I can say, from our joint experience, we 
have found it really sweet to be afflicted. When 
the blow first struck us, it was rendered more 
peculiarly distressing, from its being (humanly 
speaking) wholly unexpected. It was indeed sur- 
prisingly sudden, so much so, that I felt for some 
days, as if under the effect of a painful dream, 
from which I vainly hoped to awake. The evening- 
preceding the night when it pleased God to take 
our little treasure to himself; I had undressed, 
washed, and fed it myself, and I think I never 
recollect seeing my poor babe looking more 
thriving or lively; indeed I should not have 
hesitated to say I thought it equally as strong as 
its brothers, who are both, thank God, remarkably 
healthy; at eleven o'clock the infant left my 
room for one adjoining, with its nurse; nor did 
we hear any more of them, till six the following 
morning, when the nurse found the babe lyipg 
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just as she had left it, upon its own pillow, but 
perfectly lifeless. 

** Oh ! most sweet had been its rest ; silently and 
apparently without a struggle, it had been con- 
veyed into the arms of Jesus, there everlastingly 
safe, beyond the reach of storm or trouble. Our 
heavy loss at the first prevented our feeling the 
precious consolations , which have since been 
heavenly support to us. Indeed, our God is << all 
love ; " and even this trying dispensation seems so 
full of mercy and tenderness, that it leaves room for 
nothing but adoring praise and thankfulness. 

** We are not left to mourn over the painful 
uncertamty of death, as to the present state of our 
dear child. We can and do feel it is an <^ angel 
of light," one whom Jesus loved, and of whom 
'< the Lord had need." Oh the unspeakable good- 
ness of God, in affording us this blessed assurance. 
It does indeed bear up my fainting spirit, so that 
sometimes I can rejoice in what at other moments, 
averpowers my mind with sorrow. So weak, so 
very wavering is my faith, it greatly needs your 
prayers, while I am sure it must excite your pity. 

<^ Though I have dwelt long and selfishly upon 
one subject, yet be assured your own trials have 
been rery, very often remembered; and we are 
most truly thankful to find them so providentially 
terminating, and that now we are permitted to look 
back upon them as a blessed evidence of your own 
adoption into the family of God. <* He does all 
things well." Not one of his promises shall fail ; 
they must all be fulfilled in the experience of his 
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dear children^ to whom he sweetly engages to bestow 
all things good and needful for them, ** with 
persecutions,*^ 

** I thank Grod we have increasing comfort 
amongst our parishioners ; some, indeed, are un- 
happily grieving the heart of their minister, and I 
fear getting more and more averse to the truths— 
but we must hope and pray for alL Gkid has everp 
heart under his own control, and can quicken 
whom he will." 

VIII. 

September, 1616. 

'«« In answer to your interesting inquiries aboirt 
us, I can gratefully reply, " the goodness of God 
endureth yet daily ; " but we have been taught to 
^1 this goodness in a very painful dispensation : 
the sweet little babe whose birth its father announced 
^in his last letter, was only 'lent us for a few short 
months, and in February we were called to resign 
our treasure ; the summons was the more awful, 
because the babe went to its rest, in all human 
appearance, as well, as any other creature in the 
house. Perhaps we were too much depending upon 
its continuance with us. 

** My poor infant, after I had myself washed said 
undressed it, was put upon its pillow at eleven 
o^ clock, and found in the morning at six, a corpse. 
Sweet and tranquil had been the last sleep ; «nd 
oh how unspeakably precious our hope that all is 
safe, and that my little lamb mixes now with the 



dbyGoogk 



145 

blessed ilock above. Never, never was redeeming 
mercy so precious to me as when this precious babe 
went to heaven. Had I a doubt as to its eternal 
state, wbat a cloud of sorrow would overcast my 
future moments: but no! — Jesus did love little 
children, and I believe he has loved with an ever- 
lasting love my immortal child. Yes, it is now 
washed, and dressed too, I humbly trust, in a spot- 
less robe. But I feel, I must not dwell upon this, 
though I like to talk of it to you. You have a 
tenderness that can pity all my nature has suffered, 
and a spirit that can thankfully adore the Lord 
both for his chastening and supporting arm. 

" My happy, happy Acton, is too sweet a home 
for such infirmities as mine ; I feel my need of many 
rods, yet God strikes so gently, and so rarely, 
compared with the blessings he pours down upon 
me, that sometimes I feel overpowered with his 
mercies, and my own insensibility under them." 

To those who are capable of appreciating the 
inevitable cares and anxieties consequent upon the 
charge of an already large, and then increasing 
family ; it can be no surprise that the individual 
who presided over the domestic economy, however 
gifted and qualified, should occasionally find herself 
involved in circumstances which called for great 
exertion both of mind and body. To one who 
entered so minutely, as the individual in question 
did, into all the interior arrangements of an house-« 
hold, the ordering and bringing up of young 
children, the control and direction of servants. 
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themselves also exposed to new temptations, the 
uniting all into one system, and reconciling all to 
the additional sacrifices of self, which were indi^ 
pensable to secure general harmony and 8atis£Eic« 
tion, could scarcely be effected byany skill without 
some disappointments; nor in cases of ultimate 
success, without many previous and sharp exercises 
in the mean time, of faith and patience. 

If, when she met with, in inferiors, direct disobe- 
dience to her commands ; or when her kindness 
was requited with ingratitude, her spirit was roused, 
as it sometimes was, and she was thrown off her 
balance, yet in, private she failed not severely to 
tax herself for that^ which in the self-examining 
review of the closet, might be found to have been 
rigorous in demand, or excessive in rebuke; nor 
upon the slightest submission was she ever back- 
ward again to restore to her confidence, those who 
had ofiended her most» In the following letter 
may be easily traced, the operations of some of 
the above cautses upon her own mind, ending too 
as they always did, in a severe retributive sentence, 
recoirded against herself. 

IX. 

*^ Having been disappointed ia some application 
about servants, she proceeds^ — 



Dec. 1816. 
" Nor are ray ohHgations less, because 



your desire to befriend me failed in its accomplish- 
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ment The over-niHng hand of providence is in 
all our plans and undertakings : this alone recon» 
ciles me to the loss. I hope my desire is to have 
all my servants the servants of the Lord.— 

** These domestic changes are trying ; bat, in* 
deed, I desire to view them like so many rods, wisely 
ordered for my own correction. But, oh, how pain- 
fully backward am I in learning my lesson! I 
want many blows, before I can leani to act according 
to my Saviour's will. 

" In my thoughts, you are often present. Yes : 
often do I retrace the peaceful moments I spent in 

your little room at Y . I seldom experience 

any comfort in prayer, * like that I then enjoyed. 
But those are unfit for spiritual consolations, who 
eu:t in the violation of Gospel precepts. Such, 
alas, is my wretched case. Oh pray for me ! " 



Speaking of a servant who had been recommended 
by her correspondent, she says in a more animating 
strain — 

Sept. 1817. 

" If her heart is set on things above, I do 

believe, as far as I dare say one little word for my- 
self she will find in her mistress a faithful friepd. 
Many spiritual infirmities she must expect in me ; 



* The reader will no doubt be reminded of Cowper*s — !/9r 
a doter wtdk with Ood, 8tc. 

H 2 
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but the Lord, if He is indeed her Teaclier, will 
sweetly instruct her how to bear with these. 

<« How graciously I am dealt with ! but 

oh ! did you know but one half of my unworthi- 
ness, you would redouble all your earnest prayers 
for me. How wisely the Lord deals with us; 
stripping us of human dependences, that we may 
lean only upon him» and then, when thus prepared 
for blessings, giving us all things richly to enjoy. 

Trials make the promise sweet : 
Trials give new life to prayer. 

<« Oh yes ! most true ; I have found it so, and 
this shall encourage me in future.'* 

The following little extract is retained as a spe- 
cimen of her minute attention to principle in her 
servants — to one of whom she refers. 



Dec. 1817. 

** I was pleased with her exactness about 

the payment of this trifle ; the very principle is 
invaluable, not only in her's, but in every station of 
life ; and agrees with a rule, I endeavour to make 
servants constantly adhere to, never to incur a debt ; 
and never to buy a single article of dress, until they 
have the money to pay for it. 

** Oh, continue to give us and our little ones your 
prayers ! and God grant, when prayer shall be no 
longer needed, we may be united, one and all, in 
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everlasting songs of praise to that Lamb, who hath 
redeemed us by his blood." 

To another dear friend, and referring to the de- 
parture of a beloved relative to a distant country, 
she writes at the close of the same year, 18 17. — 

XI I. 

" Under the immediate prospect of difficulties and 

trials, it is encouraging to find that C enjoys so 

happy a state of mind. — She knows in whom she has 
believed, and that he is able to save her in soul and 
body« The precious promises of the word of God 
must be inexpressibly valuable to her. Oh may 
she daily feed upon such heavenly manna ! till it 
shall please our heavenly Father to give her an in- 
heritance among them who are sanctified.^ — Soon 
will the waves of this world be crossed by one and 
all of us. May we all have an assured hope of 
reaching the haven of bliss ! " 

Alluding to one of her children, she adds : — 
" The Testament is now his favourite book. God 
grant it may ever be such in his reason and affec- 
tions ! Sometimes my mind wonders for what end 
these dear little creatures are destined. Oh that it 
may be for the glory and service of our Redeemer 1 
Every wish of my own heart, as it respects the 
future, centres in ^Ai«." 

It must be evident that the multiplying home 
engagements, which, at this period and subse- 

H 3 
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qoently, pressed the writer of these letters^ pre^ 
sen ted a real and a reasonable — not to say religioos 
impediment, to the frequency of her visits, and 
personal attenttoos to the parishioners. 

The author knows that this ctrcumstance was, at 
one period, a source of seiions coooern and of much 
mental anxiety. On the one hand — so impossible 
is it not ourselves to benefit^ by even the attempt to 
benefit others — she felt her absence from the pious 
of the ^ock as a loss and privation to herself; and 
she feared^ that the difference by some might be 
ascribed to a diminished or diminishing regard for 
their sipiritual welfare. On the other hand, she was 
not only fully occupied at home» but found there, 
day by day, and hour by hour, duties that con- 
scientiously could neither be declined nor postponed* 
The author remembers when, on one occasion, 
she was honored by a visit from a lady of rank 
and piety, the comfort she expressed herself as 
having derived from the following pointed remark 
of her distinguished guest : ** At present you must 
consider tUs house, as your parish i " 

It was at the suggestion, also of another pious 
friend, to whom she stated the dilemma in which, 
by opposing claims, she seemed to be situated, that, 
at a time when her ordinary intercourse with the 
parish became miavoidably less frequent, she adopted 
the happy expedient of receiving at her own house, 
and for the purpose of conveying spiritual commu- 
nion and imparting spiritual counsel and instruction, 
the piously disposed of her own sex. 



dbyGoogk 



151 

AUoding to the difficulty above mentioned, she 
observes : — 



XIII, 

June 1818. 
«' My spirit is sometimes heavy at the recollection 
that I see so comparatively little of our poor neigh- 
bours ; but that God who appoints all our concerns, 
well knows the secret workings of the heart ; and 
provided our moments are usefully filled up, and 
there is still the desire, wherever we are, and whtxt-^ 
ever we do, to do all to his glory ; I humbly trust 
through the merits of our Redeemer we shall be 
finally accepted, not for any thing we are, or ever 
have been in ourselves, but for what Jesus is *< made 
unto us." " 

Alluding to a period of expected trial, she adds — 

"How I delight to remember, Jesus does not 

carry us to the brink of the river and there leave 

us. Oh no ! in the deepest water he will be with 

us. Let this be your happy confidence." 

Oct. 1818. 
On giving up a little tour which had been con- 
templated, she writes thus, — 

XIV. 

" The mind soon becomes reconciled, when Pro- 
vidence plainly points out the path; under this 
blessed protection may we all be conducted in 
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safety to that eternal rest, where the childreo of 
God will one and all assemble, never more to sepa- 
rate. What tongue can tell the unspeakable joy 
of that hour, when we shall thus meet ! not as at 
present in our fallen and corrupted state, hut freed 
from all sin, and clothed in glory and immortality* 

" Oh for more of David's spirit, when wishing 
for the wings of a dove, that he might indeed flee 
away and be at rest. But alas! this dear abode, 
rich in blessings, chains my heart and affections to 
earthly things, and makes me cold and lifeless ia 
what is really excellent." 

Speaking of one of her children — 

** He is now my little scholar, and promises to be 
quick, but wants constant vigilance. Oh! may 
the Lord himself be our guide and teacher ; may 
we daily learn of him the best lessons for our 
children." 

In reference to servants — 

^^ We have got a very conscientious and valuable 
nurse. Were I asked what I thought her chief 
excellence among the children, I should certainly 
say, her uprightness and sincerity. I have had 
some delightful evidence of these properties in her. 
May God keep me humble, and make me ever sen- 
sible of and thankful for his mercies ! The general 
state of the servants is very pleasing : you would be 
struck with the sweetness of the women in smaller 
matters, and particularly in regard to dress. To 
say they are willing to be directed is not doing 
them justice; for they really seek direction, and 
kindly ask, how I would advise and wish them to lay 



dbyGoogk 



153 

out their money for the best. Oh how much res- 
pect servants lose by not trying to cultivate more 
of this openness with their mistresses ! It does so 
endear them." 

She then tenderly alludes to a nurse who had' 
some time before quitted Acton.' 

•'Poor M — , I could have wept over her; how 
often have petty acts of deceit and guile in her 
made my very heart ache, and thrown as it were a 
cloud over that general sweetness of temper for 
which she was so remarkable ! I beg my best wishes 
to her ; may she be earnest and decided as a fol- 
lower of Jesus Christy and daily feel, she can serve 
*^lmt <me master J*^ — Great indeed have been the 
changes since you and I last conversed together ; 
but there is one •* who changes not." However 
a})sent in body to this unchangeable friend, may we 
daily draw near in spirit ! " 

XV. 

Sept. 1819. 
« I would tenderly express my grief to find your 
bodily strength again failing ; but no words can 
express my blessed hope that when your earthly 
tabernacle shall be dissolved, you have a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Oh ! my 
dear friend, were my ground for hope as surely 
tried, and my own evidences of meetness for glory, 
bright as yours, I think then I could leave even this 
dear abode with all its ties, without regret ; for I 
observe all you say about •< household idolatry," 

H 5 
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and indeed ny etrthlj bleaiingB are so many and 
so sweet, I used cootnraally to take the motto--* 
** here I have no continuing city. This is not my 
rest." May that which remains for the people of 
God be the happy portion of all near and very dear 
to me ! •• 



XVI. 

July 1820. 
*** Our times are in the best hands, and I 



anticipate the day when we shall, I humbly trust, 
meet in one house, with one master to server when 
we shall rest ndther day nor night, but be conti- 
nually singing everlasting praises to the Lamb !" 

XVII. 

Oct. 1820. 
** Sometimes, when the duties of a day are over, 
my little babes all at rest, I can sit down and 
quietly recollect you one by one ; often with a 
secret wish, that for a short moment, I could fly to 
my still beloved C — , and be personally present 
with you." 

XVIII. 

June 7, 1821. 

<< God imparts strength as our day requires ; I 

can truly say (and oh that my bard heart were duly 

impressed with its utter unworthiness) that our cup 
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of blessing runs over. I want nothing bat a heart 
more deeply thoughtfal, and a spirit more sanctifted^ 
for the work and service of our blessed Master." 



XIX. 

1824. 

*' I feel you do continoe to pray for us and the 
children. While they go through a regular train 
of religious duty, I cannot but see a snare in the 
very blessing. I am afraid of resting in forms only. 
May we have brighter evidences in our own hearts 
and in those of the children, that we ** walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.»» '• 

XX. 

March, 1827. 
*• Many, many months have been suffered to steal 
away since any expression of Christian sympathy 
has passed between us. In this ever varying world,' 
many changes have occurred during this period with 
us and doubtless with you. But still I find by 
blessed experience, my God is the same, ever gra- 
cious, ever kind to his unworthy child." 

XXI. 

August, 1827. 

" I shall be glad to be remembered to all 

your poor neighbours who remember me. I cannot 
expect to meet them below; but there is a rest 
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above, into which I trust many of them will enter. 
My two eldest boys were confirmed in May, and 
have since become communicants^ I hope not with- 
out serious feelings of that sacred ordinance. Oh ! 
how little and contemptible are all pursuits uncon- ' 
nected with eternity ! Do, in your private moments 
with God, pray for my dear children, that they 
may give themselves early to the Saviour, to whom 
they owe every blessing. I wish yon would fix 
some evening, between six and seven, for prayer for 
me and mine ; and it shall, with Grod*8 blessing, be 
mutually observed by me in your bdbalf. I will 
name Monday, if it suits you. In this way, we 
shall be very very near to each other every week,, 
and earnestly engaged in imploring blessings upon 
our relatives and friends. 

«< What a cause of thankfulness to have an 
earthly house, abounding with the best bless- 
ings ! and if our portion in this world should not 
be with the rich and great, to be contented and 
thankful is to be truly happy. The Christian^a 
path may be trying ; yet remember it was trodden 
by Him who is touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, and remembers we are but dust. 

** I do utterly abhor every mean and sordid 
feeling, and would willingly suffer wrong rather 
than indulge a principle so base. If there are 
those who would cast out our names as eril, may 
the softening influences of God's Holy Spirit be 
poured down upon them ! All hearts are in his 
hands, and his all-presiding Providence can over- 
rule all for good. Only let us be the more stirred 
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up to look to the ** unseen things," which are 
etenud,^* 

The following extracts are taken from letters to 
absent children, written within the two kst year» 
of the writer's life. If the author mistakes not, the 
counsels of a Christian mother, and one so strik* 
ingly faithful, and almost inimitably persuasive 
and tender, will furnish a useful compendium and 
memorial for the young in general. 
. For his own part, he desires to commend them 
in this condensed form to his own femily, as a 
never- failing yufuf; to be drawn from amidst the 
snares and temptations of the world, for their 
caution and, under God, preservation. Should they 
unhappily deviate from the path— the only safe 
path — chalked out for them, may these the latest 
counsels of the tenderest and best of mothers, act, 
by the same divine blessing, as a rallying point of 
restoration and recovery. 

XXII. 

M Live near to God. As your soul is pre- 
cious, as you value my peace, never never slight 
secret, fervent prayer I Keep true to God ; He will 
then bless you in every duty. Pray for wisdom 
to do well all that may be required of you ; and 
for firmness to act at all times with the strictest 
wtegriJhfj but especially pray for gro^e to hate sin* 
The more you see of this world, the more you must 
see of the sad effects of sin. May God inspire your 
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mind with iQcreasing disgust at every approach to 
vice ! 

^* May your parents have to praise God in finding 
you become, wherever you are placed, just what 
Joseph was in the court of the Egyptian monarch — 
pure and undefiled ; and whatsoever you do, as in 
Joseph's case, may the Lord cause it to prosper ! 
This will sweeten my life, and soothe my dying 
hour. 

" I have dwelt with increasing comfort upon 
your own words — * If you will promise not to be 
unhappy, until you receive a bad account of me, 
I will take care you shall not suffer much.* May 
you be upheld to be a solid blessing ! But let 
me entreat you, as you love me, be true, be 
religiously strict, in secret duties. Well observe 
this one point: then you are safe — sl^hi it, 
you fall. 

<< The use of pen and ink I have often numbered 
amongst our comforts in life. Never, till my late 
separation from you, have I regarded epistolary 
intercourse amongst our great mercies. May 
your^s with your mother be such ! and may our 
mutual tenderness be so sanctified, that it may be 
just so much, and no more, than God could have 
it to be I 

" You little know how your precious soul 
haunts me. My waking thoughts meet you, and 
my last thoughts at night are poured out in 
anxious prayer for your preservation from all evil ; 
but Oh, especially from the infection of sin. 

« Ever act with " godly sincerity." This will 
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Tiring its own blessed reward — ** peace of mind.** 
Let the presence of Grod be as it were interwoven 
with all you do — all yon say. Let your character 
be evidently a religious one; and try to beautify 
your religious profession by yonr life and con- 
versation. 

*' With abundant caase for the deepest thank* 
fulness, yet I cannot, indeed I do not wish to 
forget, you are in the midst of a tempting world ; 
through which may Almighty God «* uphold your 
goings in his ways, that your footsteps slip not ! '* 

" Set out every day with a holy determination 
to act uprightly. Persevere in this, and it will 
secure peace to your own conscience, and at the 
same time enable others to place confidence in 
you. Be much in prayer; may you more and 
more feel its efficacy. Yield not one point, where 
duty is concerned ; but cling to your blessed 
Master, Jesus Christ, and then not ten thousand 
worlds can hurt you. 

" Ponder now— while the pen of your mother is 
speaking to you — Is thine heart right f I do not 
question your desire to act faithfully ; but I feel, 
liy sad experience, how prone I am to start aside 
like a broken bow,'* and I am certain the heart of 
one Christian answers to that of another. You 
are highly favored, in the situation a kind Provi* 
dence hath opened for you ; but I do not lose the 
impression of danger, mingled with your very 
mercies. Endeavour never to leave the door of 
your house, without first commending your soul 
and body to God. Put your armour on, and then 
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you may face every foe. May the abundaDt 
showers of divine mercy continue graciously to 
descend upon you : and may every added day 
find you still advancing in the narrow road, the 
termination to which will, I humbly hope, find us 
all around that eternal throne, where Jesus dwells ! 

*' Now that you are fairly launched on 

* life's perilous ocean,' Oh ! remember that under 
the grace of God stedfastness in religious duties 
can alone preserve you. May your little bark sail 
safely over the billows, and finally reach the haven 
where toils and tiials are unknown. 

« Strive to secure your immortal inhentance ; 

the more courageously you set out in the service 
of God, the more will be your joy and peace in 
believing. 

*' Do not by your dulness and coldness in 

prayer be discouraged : use them as arguments for 
persevering with greater diligence in this greatest 
of all duties. As you desire deliverance frorti sin 
or value a mother's peace, never omit this one thing. 
In religion, it is your main-spring. You are safe, 
just so long as you pray constantly; without it 
you are lost. 

— — " God's eye is ever upon you — is upon you 
now* Think of this, and act accordingly. Labor 
to glorify your heavenly Master by a course of 
undeviating fidelity to Him ; and in lesser points 
all will be well. Study to have your mind 
habitually impressed with a sense of the Divine 
presence, this will disarm many a tempter, and 
prevent many a sin. 
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« Through all the changing scenes of this 

world, let nothing ever induce you to act in an 
under-hand or deceitful spirit. Who can estimate 
the endless blessings which flow from the simple, 
honest integrity of a good man; or, to its full 
extent, the incalculable mischief arising from 
duplicity ? 

" Words cannot express what I feel about 

you ; to save your precious, precious soul, I think 

I could lay down my life freely. Oh ! ^< should 

sinners entice thee, consent not.'* Remember, if 
faithful unto death, a crown of eternal glory awaits 
you ; and then, the privilege, the honor to be the 
parent of such a child : — but indeed, words are 
quite insufficient to give, you an adequate idea 
of the deep interest 1 have in your welfare ! 

" When you stand happy in the esteem of 

others : take heed, watch unto prayer. Do not, 
I beseech you, rob God of His time. He is your 
only safeguard in prosperity, your only shield 
amidst every temptation. 

•• Never, as you hope for future happiness — 

never insult the holiness of God. Oh, never smile 
at sin ; to do so, is one step, and a frightful one 
too, towards the forbidden tree. My heart is filled 
with anxious desires for your real good. May the 
Father of all our mercies strengthen you by the 
abiding influence of his Holy Spirit, to break 
through every temptation to go astray, with such 
an holy boldness as will stamp you the true 
disciple of your blessed Lord and Saviour. Are 
you daily and often renewing your supplications 
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for grace and Btrength, for tbe diicharge of every 
duty ? 

^* Endeavour to act wisely^ aod weigh well the 
ftttare consequences hanging upon almost every 
step you take. Be true to Jesus Christ. Glorify 
Him in your body and in your spirit, and I want 
no more. 

<< As there is no earthly situation perhaps without 
its mercies^ so also every one has its peculiar trials. 
To receive the first with thankfalnessy and to meet 
the latter with patience aod submission, are two 
great duties. 

" That you may excel in every fruit of the Spirit, 
let me beg of you before you leave your room in 
the morning, to pray that God will prevent and 
follow you through the day. Satan will strive in 
every thing for the mastery, and especially he will 
gain a great advantage, if he can entice you to 
slothfulness in prayer. But God will never, never 
leave nor forsake those who cleave to, and trust 
in Him. 

** May God take us all into his hands, and 
do with and for us, that which will most effectually 
establish the Redeemer's kingdom. God grant 
that not *« an hoof may be left behind," nor one 
of us be absent in heaven. The hope I fondly 
cherish, that our re- union then will be unalloyed 
with any anticipation of parting, often sweetens 
the prospect of futurity. 

** Are you really studying both in your life 

and conversation to glorify Grod ? Ah ! what will 
it profit you to be the first in all other knowledge. 
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if you are not fMrogreewively advancing in the 
knowledge of Christ. Be faidiful to God ; never 
connive at sin : it will find you ont if you do. 
While time is before you» but rapidly bearing 
you on its wing to the eternal world — how much 
depends upon your acting wisely now / Improve 
every passing hour. Seek God, and serve him in 
sincerity and truth» and may the best blessii^s be 
yours ! Whom have we in heaven or in earth, but 
thee — even Jesus, the same yesterday^ to-^ay, and 
for ever ! No sooner are we left to ourselves, than 
the waves of corruption break in, and rush upon 
us, and we sink and perish," 

To the above interesting specimens of the 
Christian mother, yearning over a son, may be 
added the following brief hints addressed during 
the year 1829» to an absait daughter. 

XXIII. 

" When at any time* your conduct has given me 
the least pain, I have felt a sick body could have 
been a small trial compared with a sinful, dis- 
obedient spirit; and now my heavenly Father 
seems to be trying if, indeed, I do love your pre- 
cious soul best : O may that prcmper and be in 
health ; then I humbly hope I can say to all the 
rest, « Thy will be done.'* 

^< Remember all that has been said about yronA;- 
ness* Endeavour so to act as to be fearless of 
scrutiny. Sin induces a weak cowardly spirit. 
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** Greauine Christians have no concealments, and 
abhor all double dealing, and low underhand 
contrivances. I long to see you, in the first place, 
a sincere Christian ; and next to this, an unaffected 
gentlewoman. 

** In this ever^changing scene of our earthly pil- 
grimage, I must not ofteu look for the happiness of 
seeing all my precious children around me ; but I 
pray that the sovereign grace of God may convert 
you all, and then our eternal re-union will richly 
compensate for every trial we have had, or may 
have, in the world." 



At the close of these, to himself at least, deeply 
interesting extracts, the following brief but com- 
prehensive outline of the writer's character by 
another pencil, the author presumes will neither be 
deemed intrusive nor irrelevant to his design. It 
was traced in a sermon preached at Acton, March 
21, 1830, previous to the funeral, and in fact two 
days after her death. 

To the preacher, the Rev. C. M. Torlesse, of 
Stoke by Nayland,the much-lamented deceased wa$ 
intimately known ; and the survivor, whose distress 
he was among the first to sympathize with and 
soothe, is not sorry in this way to leave a record 
of his own esteem and gratitude, in conjunction 
with a sketch by no unskilful hand of one, even 
yet, it is believed, the endeared object of their 
mutual r^ret. 

'* The subject of the sermon was from Luke xii. 
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40 : On Preparatioa for Death : and certain 
grounds of false hope having been noticed and 
exposed ; and three grounds of a good hope, viz. 
a saving knowledge of Christ, a bright evidence of 
holy fruits, and a patient waiting for glory, asserted 
and explained : the preacher proceeded, 

•• I would now illustrate still further these 
observations by a reference to the character of our 
beloved friend, who has been so suddenly and 
mysteriously removed from us ; I do not venture 
to enter with any degree of minuteness, into her 
life or death : this is not the time for such a detailed 
account, but I may say, she had long walked as she 
died, in the possession of a saving knowledge of 
Christ, of the bright evidence of a holy and 
consistent life, and was found at last patiently 
waiting for glory. The secret of the excellence 
of her life and character, was a knowledge of her* 
self as a sinner, and of Jesus Christ as an all-suiB- 
cient Saviour. Could you have taken away from 
her that Saviour, she would have been poor and 
miserable indeed : and yet, if any among us had 
reason to boast, doubtless she had. If a renun- 
ciation of the follies and frivolities of youth: 
if a careful improvement of those excellent natural 
abilities which God had given her ; if a most exem- 
plary fulfilment of all the relative duties of life: 
if an ever active desire and endeavour that her*R 
should be a house << serving the Lord,*' if surprising 
success in the management of her household ; if a 
warm interest in the temporal and eternal concerns 
of her fellow-creatures, could have been grounds 
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of glorying ; she had whereof she might boast : the 
many things which in her were lovely and of good re- 
port ; the virtues and graces with which she was emi- 
nently adorned, entitled her to our admiration, illus- 
trated the power of divine grace, and now aggravate 
our affliction, as they remind us of the severity of our 
loss : but they iiimisbed no grounds of boasting. 
Christ was her refuge, her portion, all her hope, 
and all her desire; and as she had lived, so she 
died ; still trusting in him alone. Her holy life was 
the evidence, not the ground of her justification. 

** The brightness of her character did not appear 
only in occasional gleams, but in an unsullied, un- 
clouded lustre : it was not one day now and then, but 
every day in the year, and every day in many suc- 
cessive years, that was commenced in private devo- 
tion, and dedicated to the varied and trying 
demands, which a young family and a targe house- 
hold imposed : and in the midst of her many and 
varied -engagements, in living by the faith of the 
Son of God, and carrying on the life of faith in the 
soul, she evinced the existence and efficacy of that 
grace, to which she perpetually attribtrted all 
her strength, and every measure of her success : 
and as she lived in this daily state of readiness, 
so death, though it stole upon her with a quick 
and silent step, did not take her by surprise: 
it came indeed with awful suddeimess: it has 
come with tremendous force on her bereaved 
family ; but her lamp was trimmed, and her loins 
were girded, and therefore when the bridegroom 
came, she was ready, and went forth to meet him : 
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she had neither to question the sincerity of her 
faith, nor her acceptance with God ; nor was 
there reason to doubt her meetness for heaven ; the 
master called for her, and she cheerfully obeyed 
his summons. 

" Her rest is begun : — tossed amidst the waves 
of a troublesome world ; harassed, not merely by the 
common afflictions of mortality, but as the disciple 
of Jesus Christ, by troubles peculiarly her own ; 
conscious that while she remained in this stage of 
being, her vigilance must never be relaxed, her war- 
fare could never cease ; how sweet is that rest ! how 
welcome the end of all her toil and labor ! 

What a change from the excruciating pain, the 
languor, and fainting, and restlessness of a sick 
and dying bed, to the bliss and rapture of the pre- 
sent moment : what a deliverance from all sin and 
every anxious care; what an exchange of the 
twilight of this life, to the full radiance of heaven : 
here she saw through a glass darkly, but she now 
sees God, and sees him as he is ; she is like him in 
holiness, and like him in happiness... 

We sometimes think it hard to realize the blessed 
change. Can that soul, faint, exhausted and weary, 
after a few more hours of suffering, be filled with the 
joy of the Lord ? " Can a few short moments con- 
vey our dying friend from a room of mourning to the 
light and glory of heaven ? Yes I we doubt not, 
death, which has filled our hearts with grief, has 
been to her infinite gain ; she has obtained joy and 
gladness ; and sudden death has to our sister, proved 
sudden glory," 
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A SERMON. 



HEBREWS VI. 12. 

" Be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises." 

Religion, as it exists in the heart of man, too 
often bears the appearance of a plant in an ungeniaL 
climate. It shows the effect of the unkindly blaists 
in the withering of its leaves, in the slowness of its 
growth, and frequently by the symptoms of a rapid 
and untimely decay. But notwithstanding these 
un&vorable circumstances which we must lament 
in the. case of some, there is in the heart of every' 
child of God a living principle, which, through, 
the diligent care of the heavenly husbandman, like 
the sap, not only preserves the plant from death, 
but dresses it in the verdure of foliage, and adorns 
it with the show of fruit. It is this living principle 
of grace, which in all his servants, God observes 
and blesses, and will finally reward and honor. . In 
certain seasons, too,, the value and reality of this 
principle, are discerned even by the most unthink* 
log and careless, and> they are compelled to confess 
that there is a power, and efiicacy in religion, far 
I 2 
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abore all which the world considers capable of 
stimulatiog to noble and self-denying deeds. Had 
you stood on the Mount with Abraham, and seen 
the patriarch stretch forth his hand, and take the 
knife to slay his son, his only don Isaac, whom he 
k>yed; had you stood before the furnace heated 
seven times more than it was wont to be heated, and 
witnessed the calm composure of those youths who 
chose the burning flame, rather than serve and 
worship any god, except their own God, then you 
would have seen this preserving principle in active 
and vigorous exercise. But iK>t only will it prompt 
to conduct which the world allows to be heroic, 
Imt it can enter into Ike privacy of rt^irennQit) and 
infl«»ence and oootrol the life. Could you hav^e. 
watched Su. Paul on hm bendad kneos, pmyiogp 
tbriee for ik» renaoKal of the thoru) i« t]m fleah, that 
ioe9««ng«ro£Sai|aB, wUch buffeted htiaiy and seen! 
hiiQ fise, aifter the desial of his piwyes,. and bilrsi 
fertlik into the kng^oage^ not of mutoMimg andi 
compilaiQt, but of thaBkagtvii^ and ador^iion,. ijbeii 
you wmild have seen the samie preserving prindfAe^ 
exeicjamg an iaflaeiice upon his mind^ wbieh couldi 
not be Hustakctt^ and producing an effect b^o«d 
that of any inferior motive. I trust I loi^ bci 
allowed to offer some plain and geaaral reoiarbs oii 
the priDci|des which have actuated the wtaeaivi 
good in every age. I am sensiUie^f the i«»porlialice( 
of making the present •ccasidn, ao oppojrtmuty f<Hi 
the imfMo^cment of the living; an eviieut i<ite«e«A 
vesta on the prensnt service ; it will b»pii«sefved hyi 
■nny endsanng recoHectians ; oaenaDi^ will- fre-^ 



dbyGoogk 



173 

t)«ientl3r lecnr to tfaik htillowed place ; it will be 
iixed in tbe hearts of many here prewDt, peri^api 
tall death shall call iiem away ^m the chequered 
acenes of joy and sorrow which this world presents: 
and oh ! that in addition to tho tears of sorrow 
which falliroai the eyes of sympathizing friends^ 
but omi might shed the tear of genttioe sepenta^ptoe^ 
and that above all the sighs of sorrow,. the ^Spiiii 
might teach ime breast to heave with feeliagoanMst* 
oesBy^the cry» f< Ood be merciful to me a sinner." 

The apostle, in the words I have chosen for my 
text, is exhorting his Hebrew brethren to perae«- 
jvevance in their Christian course; and he sets 
before them the examples of the ancient servants 
of God) to encourage them to imitate their constancy, 
and to appropriate their principles, and in them he 
«eems to set before us, 

^ I. A USSVUL CAUTION. 

IL An animating sngoueagement* 

I. A n^Z eautian. ^ Be not slothfaU" Need 
I remind you, that we haveall a great and important 
work to do ? that we are sent into th« world for 
higher ends than the beasts which perish, which 
only eat, and drink, and die ? Need I say that we 
have polluted hearts to cleanse, inward and cherished 
lusts to mortify and renounce, a great God to 
glorify in the midst of a world thatt dishonors him, 
that we have a dreadful hell to escape from, and a 
glorious heaven, to which of ourselves, we have 
no right nor title, to obtain ? Here is a work 
-which demands activity and exertion* Alas, how 
I 3 
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many altogether neglect it ! How many have never 
begun nor attempted to perforin it ! But it is not 
to those who stand idle in the market-^place, that 
the apostle addresses himself; it is to those who are 
slothful in the vineyard; it is to those, who, in a 
degree feel the importance of the work, and have 
jbegun in a measure to attempt it ; it is to those 
in wh;om:he. was persuaded that the things which 
accompany salvation were to be found. Every 
Christian who knows any thing of himself, will 
acknowledge that the caution is not unnecessary. 
Sloth in religion is the natural offspring of the 
corrupt heart, and it is the bane of vital godliness* 
'Who does not feel it acting as a clog upon exertion^ 
as an impediment to the continued effort required 
by self-denial? *ph!' says one, * the world I 
know must be forsaken and renounced ; but there 
are such peculiar circumstances in -my case; I 
must yield, at least for the pnesent, in a degree ; 
I hope gradually to withdraw myself from its in- 
fluence, my way is hedged up with thorns, and I 
must be contented to say, * that which I would 
not,' tliat I do.' Another, ^ I see my Christian 
brethren, eminent for their attainments in grace and 
holiness ; such goodtiess is too excellent for me, it 
Is high, I cannot attain to it : I can scarcely hope 
«to be owned as wheat at last, or gathered into the 
.garner; and if I. am but just saved, this will more 
than satisfy my desires, and answer my expecta- 
tions.' • Here we see sloth exercising its insidious 
influence in preventing the man from girding up 
the loin9of his mind, and from forming the resolu- 
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tion, m dependence, upon divine aid, of acting* with 
a holy decision and hearty boldness for God. 
Sloth is ever ready to magnify imaginary difficul- 
ties, and to overlook the real assistance which God 
vouchsafes. If a traveller, • who arrives at the foot 
of a mountain, over which his road clearly passes, 
spend his day in trying to discover some easier path 
round its base, his more . vigorous companion will 
have surmounted the difficulty, while he is reason- 
ing about it. It is against tBis slothful spirit that 
we are cautioned, in the text ; and where this spirit 
exists, it is too much, to assert that godliness cannot 
be found, but it is not toa: much to say that it 
cannot, flourish and grow. How many are there 
who have set out well for the heavenly country, 
whom sloth, has. invited to repose -in the bowers 
of carnal security or .worldly pleasure, with the 
design only of refreshing their weaHed spirits; but 
there, faintness has overpowered them, and they have 
sunk into a slumber from i^hich thiey have never 
been, awakened. How impossible does .unaided 
nature find itself to stem the torrent Mrhich the 
world and the flesh conspirie to form,: and how:havd 
is it, wjien the fttlse promises of pleasure and peaee 
are made to the soul, to turn the back upon the fair 
delusion, . and treading in .our .Master's steps, to 
overcome the world. The man who rows on; a 
peaceful lake, may rest on his oars, and. find his 
boat remaining in the same place after his repose ; 
but if he is employed oa a rapid river, the moment 
he suspends his labor, be is carried down by the 
stream. But if this were all we had to say, sloth 
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joaight ^eem t» have au^-^iviple apologif at hand ; the 
apostle tkeneforfeadicls to tbis auition» 

Jl» An animating €nc9ur(^ememt» The enaaunif^<- 
loent fHrooeed« from tiK Hoidt^ that notwidastandiog 
tke obstaiotea kfaicli impede- the ClmstiBn in his 
path, these have heen sumiQiKited by men of like 
passiMM with anraelvet. Thene ave thoee, who 
though die Christian life is a fight, have handled 
the weapons of their Vatfare, and have been victo- 
rious ; who litough the Chiisdan life is a Tace, liav« 
so Mnoi ft8!to ohitain ;. and who, iJioogh the promiaes 
are a posBessioo fer mxt «f ^e reach of man in a 
state of Datore, now actually inherit them. The 
reoords of these tai&ts of old are very animating to 
ourselves ; they show not only the worth, but the 
practicability of godliness ; they prove ^t the 
work^ erdoous tb^ugh ik may be, is not impossible^ 
Vsefai as the precepts of the^ acziptare are for 
tUrectiton, and delightful as its promises, are fer .con* 
loitoion, at^l the aetnal .exetnplificatioa of. the 
precepts, Ihe aettiar praof of the tnsth of the 
jpromisesi as recorded in the life and experience 
of those who home pdw ^oteied jntotheir mst, is yet 
more importaiit and valuable* It is bringing dowis 
general principlos to the «frdiiiiiryatfaiTs of common 
hfe; it is a sensible evidence of the reality and 
power of those principles. These heroesof old were 
men like ourselves, they were born with the same 
natuve, their blood flowed through the same tain ted 
ehannel as oor own : th^ were eocompais^ed by 
the same iii6nBities, attacked by the same tempta- 
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tioDS ; they constantly felt the same reluctance to 
Jirigorous exertion, in the cause of God, that we do ; 
and they were liable to the same slothfulness as our«- 
selveSr They were only a different company of the 
same regiment ; they were only engaged ata different 
period in the same action* This it is, whic)) ftmu 
tlieir examples such weight and force, as applied 
%p our own case. Now then it appears important 
to inquice,-^how did they attain the glorious 
inheritance? The apostle says ^by faith' and 
patience.^* 

1* They entered upon the struggle not in their 
own resources; £adth was the actuating principle 
of their lives. This is the link which unites 4i» to 
the great source of influence ; this the band which 
the beggar stretches out, and which he who is rich 
in all grace, fills with bis bles9;ngB« Faith not only 
leads the man to endure, seeing him who is invi*- 
sible, not only leads him to form a right estimate 
of things temporal, by shewing him things unseen 
and eternal^ but interests the believer in the strength 
and resources of another. It draws down the 
power of Christ, as the aid of our weakness ; the 
guidance of Christ, as the direction of our igjoo* 
ranee ; the righteousness of Christ as the garment 
to cover our imperfections ; and the sympathy of 
Christ as the balm of our sorrows^ It was this 
fulness of gtace, out of which th^r faith constantly 
drew supplies according to their need. It was 
faith which gave a spring to their every eifort ; 
which ptodoced that marked seperatipn from the 
I 5 
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habits and maxims of those aroand them ; and this, 
which made thetn confess themselves to be strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth, while by its steady light, 
Ihey beheld the walls of that city which hath, foun- 
dations, whose builder and maker is God. Hear 
the experience of one who well knew the value of 
this ccmstraining principlel Gal. ii. 20. " The life 
which I how live in the flesh, / live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me." \ This was the constraining principle of all 
those who now inherit the promises. 

2. Patiebce is mentioned by the Apostle as 
another means by which they attained their end. 
Patience is the daughter of . faith ; the man be- 
lieves the promise, and therefore can wait for the 
time and manner of its fulfilment. Patience is not 
an obstinate and unfeeling endurance, it is not: a 
proud and unbending haughtiness of spirit, it is a 
■meek and quiet tarrying of the Lord's leisure, it fs 
a calm and humble confidence in his word. Pa- 
tience is not the collecting strength for one powerful 
exertion, and then sinking exhausted with the 
effort; but it implies perseverance, — it implies 
enduring to the end. And the attacks which these 
champions of the Christian warfare were called on 
to resist, were, never intermitted. It was not one 
battle, but a succession of conflicts in which they 
were called upon to contend ; the good fight of 
faith was mainta'uied, till life was no more ; and the 
enemy, desisted not from his assaults, till their souls 
were safe beyond his power to harass! or molest 
them. They died with their armour on, and with 



dbyGoogk 



179 
their expiring strength they brandished the sworfl 
pf conquest Thus faith supplied them ^ith 
strength, and in patience they applied and exercised 
this acquired strength for their daily need. And 
now the struggle has ceased, the sounds of battle 
are for ever removed from their ears ; their helmet, 
the Aope of salvation, is taken from their heiaids, for 
they enjoy the reality : their' shield of faith is cast 
aside, for they are beyond the reach of the fiery 
darts of the wicked one. They sleep ia Jesus ; 
they inherit the promises ; even now their happy^ 
spirits are in a state of blissful consciousness, waiting 
the morning of the .resurrection ; their employ- 
ments are those which enlaiged spirits most desire 
—and- those promises which faith so perfectly pre- 
sented to their view on earth, are now enjoyed ia 
all their fulness and delight. We know not indeed 
what they have become, but we know that they are 
like that Saviour, whom they loved, and see him as 
he is. It may be material to remark, however, that 
their faith and patience were not the procuring and 
meritorious cause of their obtaining this inheritance. 
That very faith and patience which they exercised 
were the gifts of God, and it was only through his 
upholding grace, that they were enabled to endure 
to the end ; .the inheritance into which they have' 
entered, is the purchase of the blood of Jesus ; their' 
song ever new, because ever inspiring liew' feelings 
of gratitude: and love, is " Thou i art worthy, for 
thou : hast redeemed, us to God by thy blood.'? 
Witfaithis delightful assurance of their eternal hap- 
piness, our: duty is, to be followers of them, not to 
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waste our fMings in a tMhfixl admifstien, but to 
•et ounelres to an active imitation of their lile and 
coodnet. To pray without ceaiiog, diat the graces 
•f fiiith and patience, infused into their souls, may be 
infnaed into onrs; and thus that our examplea 
may be recorded for the advantage of succeeding 
generations^ as proving the faithfelness of the divine 
word, and the ralue of religioas principles^ 

Very comfortable to the man whose aim is thiia 
fixed it is to reflect, that Jesus is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and fbr ever ; and that since the days of 
Plaul and John, not one ptonise has been repealed, 
not one consolation removed, not one good thing 
feiled. The same Almighty grace is able nolo to 
produce the same effects as then, and we con point 
not only to those of the elder time, hot to those 
also, whom our eyes have seen, and exhort yon to 
be followers of them, who trough faith and patience 
ii^erit the promiaea. The examples of tboso with 
wham wt «re brought into immediate coitnectioa 
are more forcible, both horn the greater stmiiarity 
of their circumstances to those, in which we oor^ 
selves are placed ; and also from our power aeen«- 
mtely to observe in minute particulars, the workings 
of that grace which is voncfasafed to them* And I 
think I shall be acting in the spirit of the Apostle's 
exhortation, if, instead of enlarging upon the more 
general topics of the text, I endeavour to set before 
you a brie^ and necessarily imperfect outline of 
what the gmce of God did for her^ whose «udden 
removal out of our sight, has been the ooeamon of 
drawing forth such genuine expressions of sym-> 
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ptLthj vitli her bevoiTed and sorrowing friaidfl. 
And I would desire to do this, pot with the view 
of raakiDg a heathen oration in celebration of her 
virtues, but to lead yon to adore and magmfy the 
gmee, whicb shone so coaspicnonaly in her cha- 
meter, and to seek with fervent earnestness, a shave 
ia its influence yourselves. 

Our departed ffiend, like the generality of young 
IMffsoBs, once walked accordmg to the course of this 
world; though educated upon a system which 
that world calls religious, yet she sought, her hap» 
pinep^, lather in its pleasures and amusements, than 
in4[)digion. A better acquaintance with her own 
heart, and the 4eniand8 of scripture, and intercourse 
with some Christian friends, who expounded to her 
the way of Grod more perfectly, soon led her, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and after counting 
the cost, to fulfil the original vow of her Christian 
profession, in renouncing the world, and devoting 
herself to Christ. And here her Christian course, 
so uniformly and consistently maintained^ had its 
banning ; and here was seen that • change which 
ally whether amiable as Lydia, pr savage as the 
Philippian jailor, whether bigotted as Saul, or 
docile as the Ethiopian eunuch, must experieace. 
Henceforth her life was brought under the constant 
regulation of those principles, of which we have 
been speaking, and diligence and patience were the 
Msult of her faith. This change ccmsisted not only 
in embracing new views on doctrinal points, still 
less wes it the mere joining a particular sect or 
paHy» but it was that for which our ehurch teaches 
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yon to. pray < that Goii would endue ns with • the 
grace of his Holy, Spirit to amend >out< lives ac- 
cording to his holy, word.' Here was laid the 
foundation of that decision of character, which 
marked . her subsequent life. No. one in the slightest 
degree acquainted with her, could . doubt for one 
moment the sense which she entertained of the . im- 
portance of. religion. There was no vacillation, 
no halting between two opinions, no wavering 
changes between the service of the Lord and. of 
Mammon. Her renewed will had chosen the. chief 
good, her. heart was fixed, and by constant supplies 
of grace, she never went back from the . deliberate 
choice she had made. — But more particularly to 
follow the order of my tttct : 

1. Can it be necessary for me to inform you that 
she was not slothful ? I am desirous that you 
should know that like others she felt the infirmity 
of her flesh ; the. value of her; example would be 
lost if she had not; but I speak of what she was 
enabled to do > contrary to the dictates of corrupt 
nature; and surely, diligence was one distinguishing 
mark of her character. , 

(1.) In the place in which she lived, JHer ex- 
pressed wish even before she came to reside among 
you, that her intercourse with you might be for the 
glory of God, and the good of your souls, was the 
guide of her subsequent conduct. Need I remind 
you tjaat her hands ministered to your necessities ? 
that she dealt out her bread to the hungry, and 
brought the poor that were cast out to her. house./ 



dbyGoogk 



188 

And that while her care for your temporal wants 
led her to provide for you the 'means of meeting 
those, which are felt to be most pressing and diffi- 
cult, her anxiety to supply your yet more urgent 
spiritual wants, was seen, not only in her repeated 
visits from house to house, but more especial ly^ in 
the provision which she made for the instruction 
of her own sex at home, by twice in the week read- 
ing the scriptures and books calculated to convey 
religions profit, to those who assembled to hear. In 
what spirit she engaged in this work, may be seen 
by a memorandum written in her pocket-book, upon 
the revival of one of her little parties, after a tempcM- 
rary interruption — * Grant, Lord, that some poor 
soul may get profit ; and for myself, I pray to be 
kept very low, and to have a constant sense of my 
own great unworthiness.' And I cannot doubt but 
that the same blessing accompanied this design, 
which rested upon those women, who met with 
the like intention under the walls of Philippi, and 
of one of whom it is recorded, that the Lord opened 
her heart. I am persuaded that I need not bring 
to the recollection of the children before me with 
what attention and assiduity she devoted a portion 
of her Sabbath to their benefit, while assembled in 
the Sunday school ; nor will any of my present 
hearers fail to call to mind the kindness and sym- 
pathy, with which on all trying occasions she stepped 
forward to their relief. What was there which she 
would not willingly have done to contribute to the 
happiness of each, of all of you ? She was in activity 
and industry an help-meet for her husband, and one 
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In whom his heart could aafely trust; her religioo 
built Bpcm St. James's precept, preserved . both 
-parts with equal care, visiting the fatherless and 
mdi|xws in thor affliction, ^nd keeping herself un* 
Spotted from the world. 

. (^*) In her fondly J her diligence appeared by her 
looking well to the ways of her household. Her 
motto seems to have been, *^ Abstain from all ap- 
peanaoce of evil ; " and thus, tinder circumstamres 
of more than ordinary difficulty and peril, was her 
family preserved by her vigilant care, from causing 
the way of truth to be evil spoken of. She was 
incessant in her endeavours that h^ children and 
ber household should keep the way of the Lord ; 
and while strict in exacting obedience from, those 
placed under her authority, she never failed to 
show, by marks the most unequivocal and decisive, 
what value she put upon a temp>er of mind which 
readily submitted itself, and sought in singleness 
of heart to please the Lord by yielding a willing 
servioe. I need scarcely say that the souls of her 
i^r rants were regarded as a trust committed to her 
care ; that ^ daily prayed with, and for them, 
and desired to be the means of leading them to 
become, what she herself was, a servant of the 
Lord Christ. One very remarkable feature in her 
character, was the great anxiety she shewed to im- 
prove any opportunity which offered itself for con- 
veying spiritual instruction. If one of her children 
accidentally dropped a letter, it was placed in bis 
way, with a text written by herself upon the cover. 
If another showed her a book upon prayer, given 
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h^r as a pnsaent, it was returned with a fervent with, 
exfttseaied in writing, tiiat God woald open the 
heart of her little cfaald, that she might pray iadfeed. 

(3.) Ab a JHemi* . I can haiidly trust myself to 
dwell npoii the aceurate judgment and moe discri^ 
minatioD, wJiichshedbplayed in cases of di^Sculty ; 
nor the selfndenyiiig. exertibiifi which she mieide to 
assist those in distress; her feelings were never 
wasted in uiseksa regrets, but ever dictated some 
prompt and ready phm for the relief of those sor* 
xows which she himented. Her love to her suffer*- 
ing Saviour made her sympathize more particularly 
wi(^ all his flufferiDg people; aod her expanded 
charity waa indeed « Christiao grace» mod evidently 
the fruit of the Spirit. 

(4.) But then her diligence at private duties is 
-yet more remarkable. And here is the test. We 
are, in God's sight, not necessarily what we are in 
the public eye, not even what we appear in our 
aocial and fiimily intercourse, but what we are iii 
oiur closets when alone with inm. And the first and 
most importasitof all secret duties is prayer. Hence 
proceeded all the grace and strength which our 
departed friend brought to bear upon daily employ- 
,ments and daily trials. Her favorite book of devo* 
tion was that of Jenks, a book comprehending more 
spirituality in prayer, nacre of that unction from 
the Holy One, than perhaps any other in existence. 
I wish it was in my power to represent to you the 
^xmstancy, with which this book has been used by 
her. Not only are the most solemn and serious 
passages marked by herself^ but fervent ejacula- 



dbyGoogk 



186 

.tions are added in pencil on the margin. In open- 
ing the book casually, I find such holy aspirations 
as these: when any blessing is promised; <Lord, 
do.this for me and my dear children ! ' When any 
duty is enjoined ; < Revive thy work, O Lord, in my 
cold, cold heart.' When any sin is reproved ; 
* Lord, is it I ? ' I declare that I feel an unaffected 
reluctance to bring forward scenes to which none 
but God and her own heart were conscious ; but as 
she, blessed saint ! is far removed beyond all fear 
of pride or self-exaltation from our praise or com- 
mendation, we may be permitted to dwell on such 
facts as these, to show the power of divine grace, and 
to set her example before you to follow and imitate. 
The self-examination which she daily practised, was 
far too strictly, and conscientiously, performed, not 
to detect the natural failings and infirmities of her 
character; and as. an evidence that these were not 
only, discovered, but watched and prayed against,- I 
may mention, that those who knew her most inti- 
mately have seen in that . manual of devotion, such 
confessions of sin, as they were aware, to be. pecu- 
liarly suited to her own case,. marked with especial 
accuracy, and such supplications as these added by 
herself, <' From the guilt of this sin, good Lord, 
deliver me." I cannot conceive, a more decisive 
mark of a sincere and upright mind, than that which 
applies itself to find out the disease with which iti&, 
infected, fears not to probe the wound to the bot- 
tom, and then, instead of extenuating or excus- 
ing, casts itself, as undone, upon the Saviour's 
mercy. I wish that the time permitted. me to read 
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to you the whole of those questions by which she 
regularly scrutinized her daily conduct. Let me 
quote only one, which applies to the subject of 
prayer; as a specimen of the closeness and impar- 
tiality with which she was accustomed to perforKi 
this most important but much-neglected duty of 
self-examination. *Ofwhat sort are my prayers? Do 
I watch, strive, and pray against distractions and 
wanderings in prayer ? against coldness, dulness, 
deadness, and formality ? or do my tempers, words, 
and actions, contradict my prayers ? ' A daily self-* 
examination, conducted on these principles, would 
certainly! discover our besetting sins ; and to know 
the disease is half the cure. Surely, after this slight 
'sketch, !we must say that she felt the force of the 
Apostle's argument,and had obtained grace in a high 
degree to observe his caution, << Be not siothfiitL^* 

2. And then as to faith ; that root of all the rest ; 
that which made her. a fruitful branch in the true 
•Vine, — a living pnember of the living Head. 1 must 
observe that. the existence of this grace was pecu- 
liarly marked Jn her whole conduct. There was a 
straight-forwardness of behaviour,a regardlessness of 
consequences, where the path of duty was clearly 
and distinctly defined, a holy determination to hold 
no parley with sin, upon the score of convenience 
or worldly advancement, that was quite unusual. 
'Her mind seemed to be made up with the prompt- 
ness and resolution of the Psalmist, « Show me thy 
.way, O Lord, and I will walk in thy path.*' This 
spirit can only exist where there is a strong faith in 
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<PEerci$(e; % faidi which ean calmly leave evoits in 
tb^ babdq of God, and simply cest oentented to 
fellow oa in the path of duty* <' He that faelieveth 
shall oot make haate; " he shall not be the pfey of 
distressing ani(iety» or of burned confiisiaa} butlus 
soul shall be kept in peace* Oiur departed friend's 
prayers were prayers of faith, and like themoUier 
of St. Augustine^ she once expressed bar confidence 
to me^ when speaking of one of her children. * The 
child of so many prayers can never be lost.' I 
might mention, that one of her favorite prayers^ in 
J^ks's book of devotion, was the one entitled, * For 
power to live by iaith on Christ and the divine 
promises ; ' and this was a piay er, in her case, doubt- 
less heard and answered* Indeed the workings of 
figiitb, as exhibited under circiunstanoes of trial, 
were so powerful, as to lead those who onoe wit- 
nessed them to acknowledge, that the support which 
they administered to h^r, and the calmness and 
peace in which they preserved ber^oul, were indeed 
divioeu This was the seccet spring of all her dero- 
tedness, and it was this which adomed her with the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by. Jesus Christ to 
the glory and praise of God. 

3. Then, lastly, as to her paUence ; for I must 
hasten to the closing scene* She was not of the 
number of those who draw back unto perditionybut 
of them who believe to the saving of the soul. Her 
life continued in the same consistent course to its 
close ; there was no material omission, no con»deru 
abje blot, either in princtpie or practice; as she 



dbyGoogk 



TB9 

hegaa her chrMtiim .coarse, so she ooncluded it; 
iMLj; it:iiB8 obserred that she fvas more ferrent^ and 
(:f»staDt ib secret prayer of late, than at.any oilier 
period ; and wasfkqueotly surprized, by those who 
ilDexpectedly entered her room, upoa her knees ; 
in this, she found, as she once expressed herseif, ^ her 
sweetest recreation.' And indeed there can be no 
doubt that her mind had been for some time past 
intent upon, and preparing for, the great change, 
which came to us so suddenly, and at a moment so 
unexpected* For some months past, when she awoke 
in the morning, the fivst words which she usually 
uttered were, * Now is our salvation nearer.' This 
was not the melancholy musing of a dejected mind, 
when considering the lapse of time ; it was net tlse 
cold comfortless thought, I am a day nearer to the 
grave^— a day nearer to the time when all earthly 
synipalhies will be dissoWed ; butit was the delight- 
ful idea of ^e Christian — I am so much neavev 
galvatUMy-'-^so^ much less tinw beferel see mySaviour, 
am likehim, and with him.^ A memorandum also, 

^ That the seiitiment abcyve expressed i» not unusual in Boinds 
of kindred mould, will appear from the following extracts — 

•* The Christian may be compared to a traveller, journeying 
towaxxls some fair city, ita which he has hefoMhand establiditd 
a good, conespoodcnce. He. haa cUmbedthe hill that atand4 
aeidito i^ and the psoogect of its towers and buildings rising 
before him* revives his heart. With such satisfaction faith fills 
the soul of the religious pilgrim, when be feels himself approach- 
ing to the heavenly Jerusalem." — Toumson's Discourses. 

So again — 

** My sun is speedily going down^ but its parting beams shine 
sweetly fioxth u^n the. face of things, and cover the horizon 
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in pencil,. of so late a date as the 27th of last month, 
was found ; it is in allusion to an act of filial atten-: 
tion and kindness from an absent son, in sending' 
her the likeness of her nearest and dearest relative.; 
* This,' she remarks, ^ is amoiig the many proofs of 
his affectionate thoughts of his mother; may we. 
both,. when all here is fled away, awake in His likC". 
neSA M'ho bought us with his precious blood, never, 
never more to part or suffer.' To one with these! 
habitual feelings, sickness could not be a surprise, 
nor death a terror. Her happy prospects in consi- 
dering this all-important subject are recorded in 
that manual of devotion, where she seems to have 
noted her most private thoughts and desires, and 
expressed, in two lines of a hymn, composed by one 
who made a sudden exchange of earth for heaven, 
and who now, like herself, inherits the promises.' 
When the author of the meditation is speaking of 
the dark and desolate place of the grave, those 
beautiful lines are written by herself in the margin: 

The Saviour its portal has pass'd through before thee. 
And the lamp of his love is thy guide through the gloom. 

After a life giving such abundant evidence of the 
effect of divine grace, it is comparatively of little 
consequence what scenes the sick chamber presents 
to those who are privileged to attend upon it. But 
yet our beloved friend was permitted, notwithstand- 
ing the violence of the disorder, and the necessary 

with a blaze of glory. My Father's house is before mine eyes ; 
its opening door invites me onward and fills me with an earnest 
longing to be safe at home." — Oilpin, of Wrochswardine, 
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exhaustion consequent upon the powerful remedies 
applied, to leave many pleasing testimonies to the 
truth of that Gospel, which for so many years she 
had eminently adorned. Her patience appeared evi- 
dently from this, that although her bodily sufferings 
must have been unusually acute and violent, she 
scarcely ever uttered a sigh, still less a word; of 
complaint and murmuring ; her only grief seemed 
to arise - from witnessing the grief of those around 
her-^her only care was on account of the anxiety 
displayed by those who waited on her. The 
more favorable symptoms which had appeared in 
the early stage of her complaint, and the hope to 
which these had given rise, together with the abso- 
lute necessity of keeping the patient perfectly quiet, 
and composed, had prevented more than the usual 
allusions to death, which a state of sickness should 
alwiays bring before us. The day before she died, 
she requested her anxious husband who watched 
by her bed, to pray with her that prayer in Jenks's 
devotions to which 1 have already alluded, — < For 
power to live by faith. on Christ; and the divine 
promises.' It is a- long and affecting expression of 
theiottrs extreme need of a Saviour, and an earnest 
desire to be filleci with his all-sufficiency. The 
patient sufferer cordially responded to every peti- 
tion, and at the close seemed even joyous. This 
was at a period when it was fondly hoped that all 
was going on favorably, and some of her more 
sanguine friends had - flattered themselves with 
expectations of her 'recovery. These hopes were 
delusive : and after asuddeo' turn in her disorder* 
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when ftpprized o£ her esticmely critical 9tate» lb& 
sabjeet seemed a» though it had been, long' faim^r; 
she only replkd, < I know it ; butam too exhausted 
to comrerse just now.' When the saine dear reift> 
tive asked her, < Can I do any thing for yoitr 
comfort ? ' M want nooe,' she replied,. < I havir 
all ; God is love/ < Is your mind at rest ? ' ^ It 
is.' Her happy composnre coatinued throughoist 
the whole scene. When Psalm xxiii. 4. was re* 
peatedy << Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of fehe shadow of deaths I will fear no< evil;- " and 
it was added by her survivhig partaer^ *- Godv I 
hope* will cariy yon th«o«gh, and me alsio ;' « Yes^' 
she replied, * God wii'l carry me through, he will 
carry n% both through;' and whatever text, nos^ 
repeated, she was aLwaiy» forward to eatoh the. 
meaning, anticipate theconehision, and atppuopBiate 
the comfort. She had much fAeasuve in. recalling 
to mind a sermon from whiclishe had lately deviv^d. 
great profit ; and repeated with fervent eamesFtneasy 
the text of that discourse, ** Lord, help thounw." 
When asked to leav^e her last blessing witkher aac^ 
rowing rek^ons, she- paused for a few .motaeoilis*. aa 
if glfeoiciiiFg with the mind's eye over the vackiUB 
individuals' in whose behalf she had. been aecBs*- 
tomed tcriavt^ke tin* highest blessing, and then.wttb 
great sotefmiity and sintetncss added, ^ God hlftssr 
jou — ^bless you all thfarugh Jesus Christ.' lies 
kst artieulate words wew, •^ Amen>., even so'-^ 
doubtless adding mentally, what graali exhaustieor 
would not pevmit her audibly to uittea — " Eviea sOy 
come^ Lonl Jesus." Thevghhef bodily ^ofil^gp 
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were acute» yet so placid was the appearance of her 
countenance, that it was the remark of one of the at- 
tendantSy That faith seemed to have swallowed up 
all the anguish of disease, and all the pains of death. 

And she is gone — passed from the scenes of this 
lower world, and now inherits the promises; and 
there, with Abraham, and David, and Paul, and the 
spirits of the just, she has entered upon the possession 
of those treasures which no moth nor rust can cor- 
rupt, and no thief break through and steal ; and 
there she waits in blissful anticipation of that period, 
when according to her own desire, she will awake 
up after the likeness of Him whom she so diligently 
served, so faithfully trusted, and so ardently loved. 

For her afflicted family and friends, I will only 
intreat you to join me in the fervent prayer, that 
the promises which she inherits, may, while their 
earthly sojourn is continued, be their support and 
consolation ; and that by the experience of them here, 
they may become more and more partakers of the 
divine nature, and thus be prepared to join her in 
the full enjoyment of them hereafter. The subject 
demands however a word of more general applica- 
tion to the congregation at large. 

1. To those who are altogether idle, though 
called into the vineyard. Oh my fellow sinners ! 
consider that while others are working for God and 
heaven, and some of those whom you know, like the 
blessed saint, of whom we have been speaking, have 
entered on their reward, what have you done ? 
Nothing, which as immortal creatures, it is most 

K 
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ncccBsary for you to do. Instead of drawing nearer 
and nearer every day you live, you are going further 
from, salvation, and increasing the extent of that 
gulph, which separates you from God's people now, 
and will, if you die in this state, separate you from 
them for ever. You may be taken away in the 
midst of your days ; recollect it was but three weeks 
ago that our departed friend was a fellow- worshipper 
with you in this house of God — the Son of Man 
may knock at the door of your house, in an hour 
when you are not aware. And then how awful to be 
awakened from the dream in which you are in- 
dulging* by the thrilling words, «< Cast ye the un- 
profitable servant into outer darkness, there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth." Descend, O thou 
Spirit of our God, convince every thoughtless heart, 
awaken every drowsy soul ; teach every one here 
present to flee with haste to Jesus; implant in 
every breast the desire to be saved promtply and 
speedily ; and ere the accepted time is over, enable 
each to know for himself, that Jesus is able to. save 
to the uttermost those who come to God by him. 

2. Slothful Christian ! To you the subject 
offers a lesson of reproof and caution ; and I pray 
that the preacher and people may feel and learn it. 
Look at the character of our departed sister, mark 
her diligence in the pursuit of religion, amd contrast 
it with the sluggish spirit which your own conduct 
displays. Like Lot, you are lingering in Sodom, 
and nothing but the arm of special grace, which 
rescued him, can effect your deliverance. I can 
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sound the warning Toice ; the Lord alone can send 
the angel to lay hold upon your hand, and place 
you beyond the boundary of destruction. It is 
vain, my friends, to expect that holy composure 
and peaceful resignation displayed in the death of 
our dear sister, if your heart is slothful, undecided, 
or inconstant. << The righteous hath hope in his 
death; " but if you dishonor the Gospel, by back- 
sliding or worldliness, should you die this night, 
who can tell but you may be left to despair ? Let 
the consideration urge you tcf earnest diligence ; 
apply to the blood of Jesus for the pardon of the 
sins of loitering and unfaithfulness ; and implore 
the Holy Spirit to kindle upon the altar of your 
souls a flame that will make them glow with the 
love of Jesus ; and that it may be the great object 
of your lives to show forth the riches of his grace. 

3. To the patient and faithful Christian, the 
subject speaks words of the strongest encourage- 
ment, and of warmest comfort. You have here a 
striking proof, that Jesus is the same now that he 
was in the times of old ; that the principles of his 
Gospel are equally efficacious, and the support of 
his promises equally sustaining. The everlasting 
arms are as able to uphold yotc as they were her ; 
and the rod and staff just us able to comfort you as 
they were her. Oh ye who loved her for her like- 
ness to the Lord whom she served, consider the end 
of her conversation ; remember her diligence, her 
faith, her patience. Ye too have need of these 
graces, and if ye ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
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receive strength to follow her, as she followed 
Christ. Pray for patience, patience to submit to his 
will, patience to tarry his leisure, to endure, doing 
his work. The principles implanted in your souls 
are those which have actuated the wise and good in 
every age, and with them you are privileged to hold 
a hallowed communion, a sacred interchange of 
feelings and affections. While tossed by the waves 
of this troublesome world, << lean only on the hope 
of his heavenly grace." Never cast away your 
confidence; never doubt the justice, nor even the 
kindness of the Father*s dealings to you his chil* 
dren. Your tears must often flow at the sad scenes 
of suffering, and guilt, and sorrow, which this 
world exhibits, but you shall reap in joy. You 
may be tempted to doubt the truth of the promises, 
or the faithfulness of your God ; but yet a little 
while, and the plan, in all its mysterious harmony, 
shall be opened to your view ; then everlasting joy, 
like a garland of victory, shall be upon your head. 
Meanwhile Jesus ever lives — his strength shall 
subdue your every foe — his sufferin/s atone for 
your every sin — his sympathy wipe a\ ay all your 
tears, and cal m all your sorrows. Jesus lives — in 
life he will be your guide and comforter, in death 
your support and confidence ; after death his 
watchful eye will guard your scattered dust, and in 
eternity he will welcome you with " Come ye 
blessed children of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you, from the beginning of the world." 



THE END. 
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